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Pastoral Perspective 
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in the words of the modern song l amen t 
ing the loss of the flower of youth in the 

obstructive power of war, we might add 
as a response to the ques
tion posted in the heading 
of this ar t ic le: '*Long t ime 

- no see." 
I dedicate these words 

to Our Lady, Queen of the 
Rosary and offer m y re
flections in the hope t h a t 
m y readers wiU not su-
e u m p to what s eems to 
be a growing temptat ion 
to discredit a devotion of 
proven value. Fo r centur
ies the Rosary has brought 

consolation and a renewal of faith to people 
from all walks of life — from the most 
humble and simple peasant to the mos t 
gifted of intellectuals. Not a word about 
the Rosa ry in any official Church docu
ment , in any s t a t ement of a Pope, in any 
Conciliar decree for 400 yea r s could be in
te rpre ted in any way other than as a whole
hea r t ed endorsement of this devotion. 

One of UiQ first tilings we began to hear 
af ter the II Vatican Council was "Down 
with sterile, repetitive prayers! Up with 
fresh and spontaneous p raye r s tha t come 
from the heart!" This was, is, and will al

ways be a superb idea. But it should not 
ipso facto re lega te the Rosa ry to the r a n k 

of a relic. I have no doubt that the Rosary 
could add up to lit t le m o r e t h a n s ter i le 
repeti t ion for those who would finger the 
beads without concentrat ion on the content 

of the prayers. But I see no reason why the 
present in teres t in personal and crea t ive 
p r a y e r cannot flourish along with an in
sight into the deepe r dimensions of the 

Rosary. Fope Pius XII once remarked: 
" P r o g r e s s is t ruly such if it knows how to 
add new conquests to old, to join new ben
efits to those acquired in the past. 

Why not, then, work on a little prog
ress in the restorat ion of a mas te rp iece of 
devotion r a t h e r than d iscard it? I t i s a 
classic prayer which our best creativity 
cannot reproduce. I s ay this without hesi
tation because I have worked ' h a r d to be 
c rea t ive in p r a y e r and I have ennoyed the 
shar ing of the prayerful outpourings of the 
hea r t s of m a n y of the faithful. I have en
dorsed spontaneous p rayer , bidding pray
ers , p r a y e r s of the faithful within the Mass 
and, with p roper caut ions, the p r a y e r meet
ings of the Catholic Pen tecos ta l Movement . 
But I can never ag ree with the idea, spoken 
and unspoken, tha t the Rosary has no p lace 
in the common p r a y e r of Chris t ians, and 
only a pardonable place in thei r p r iva te 
devotion. 

By Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 

Have All the Rosaries 
4' *. s v •" 

If the R o t a r y h a s ceased to be a c lass ic 
p rayer , i t is only because we have allowed 
it to become a meaningless devotion. I 
defy anyone to improve on the Lord ' s 
p rayer . Even the most vain of au thors 
would hesi ta te to p a r a p h r a s e it. The dox-
ology ("Glory be, e tc ." ) has a superb sim
plicity which defies any verbal improve
ment , and the Hail Mary is a beautiful 
blending of God's m e s s a g e to Mary , of 
Elizabeth's words to her and of a humble 
petition added by I h e People of God 
through the centuries. 

In thought content (progress is a lways 
possible he re in our degree of reflection) 
the Rosary contains the mys te r i e s of the 
l ives of Christ and Mary , concepts which 
a r e challenging theologians and Scr ip ture 
scholars today .and a r e a t the s a m e t ime 
providing consolation to the m a n y who 
will never unders tand the a r g u m e n t s of 
these s incere s tudents . 

I hope that all of us will continue our 
sea rch for ways to p r a y m o r e crea t ive ly . 
At the s a m e t ime, we might profit g rea t ly 
by peer ing m o r e deeply and discerningly 
into the Rosa ry — the prayer; which for 
centur ies has hear tened so m a n y who n e v e r 
allowed it to become a monotonous repe
tition of meaningless words . 
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The S/ot Man By Carmen Viglucci 

More Than One Way to View 2 Plus 2 
Anthony Acciari in a let ter to the edi tor 

(Courier-Journal 10-11-72) very delightfully 
took the coiumnists of this pape r to task a s 

to how they would skir t 
answer ing the s i m p l e 
question: How much is 2 
and 2? 

His le t ter was received 
by numerous r e a d e r s in 
the humorous vein it in
tended. But Dick Dowd 
of the State Catholic com
mittee has wine up with 
a rejoinder in kind. As 

, Dick tells it: 
Two business pa r tne r s a r e interviewing 

for a s ec re t a ry ' s job and decide tha t they 
want to go beyond the usual questions in 
o rde r to fathom .the imaginat ion of pro
spect ive candida tes . They decide answer s 
to a question a s s imple a s "How much is 2 
and 2? might prove valuable . 

The first job-seeker answered, "Two and 

two is four." 
The second thought a bit longer and 

answered , "Two and two is 22." 

The third pondered ' and answered, "Two 
and two could be four and it could also be 
22, according to how you think of i t . " 

The two p a r t n e r s then went thei r own 
ways overnight with the idea they would 
discuss' thei r choice the next day . 

The following morn ing one asked the 
other, " H a v e you d e c i d e d ? " 

" Y e s , " proc la imed the second pawner , 

"Which o n e ? " 
The answer c a m e , " T h e b londe ." 

• • • 
My Weekly Reade r , a newspape r for 

school children put out by Xerox Corp. ' s 
Educat ion Publ icat ions unit, polled 283,-
312 pupils in the third through sixth g r a d e s 
a s to thei r choice in this y e a r ' s pres ident ia l 
r a c e . The kids prefer red Richard Nixon by 
m o r e than 2-1 over jGeorge McGovern. 
But you voters want ing a McGovernmeht 

(as our Charles Randisi has dubbed it) can 
take hea r t for even Archie Bunker did 
pre t ty well a s a write-in candida te , get t ing 
262 votes. 

Some others got the usual ha-ha wri te-
ins, including Vida Blue, Donny Osmond, 
Redd Foxx and Snoopy. One kid, however, 
cas t a truly s ingular and pra iseworthy vote 
— for " D a d . " 

The churches of Naples have taken a 
truly noteworthy and unified stand in fight
ing the ravages of the flood in the Southern 
Tier. They joined to t ake a full-page ad in 
the Naples Pennysayer , calling for volun
tee rs for Operat ion Rebuild. 

The ad is7 the work of the F i r s t Bapt is t 
Church, the F i r s t P re sby te r i an Church, 
Naples United Methodist Church, St. J a n -
uar ius Catholic Church, the Communi ty 
Action Commit tee , and Naples Rota ry . 
Tha t ' s wha t I call ecumen i sm with com
muni ty flavor. 

Editorial 

Abortion Repeal Gaining Support 
A significant change is appa ren t when 

one c o m p a r e s the resu l t s of this y e a r ' s 
Courier-Journal survey of legislative 
candida tes on abort ion with the first 
poll t aken two y e a r s ago. 

in 1S?6, ol the 46 legislat ive cand ida tes 
mm the djoc^e, $$ responded to the , 
poll and only .-9 sa id they favored r epea l 

of the liberalized law- This year, of the 
57 candida tes t h e r e w e r e 43 responses-

witn 20 candidates indloating may would 
vote for ' repeal ' of the" law.- T h a t ' s a j u m p 
of from 25 per cent to .about 58 per eent 
of those who would repea l the statute." 

The d r a m a t i c inc rease in the pe rcen t 
age of cand ida tes who would vote for 

repeal repectstjhe eJCect.'o! the chiveby 
pro-life g roups ac ross t h e s t a te , . l i b e r a l -

MA abortion hag ffldved frflni the b r M 
of being a n accep ted rea l i ty to being a 
problem^MenMst* be. studied, carefully; 
by-*<*aeh e a h ^ t f a t e ; Ao^dnly fIt<rclarify*' 

his own convictions l)ut also to 

gauge the sen t iment of h is const i tuency. 

The Courier-Journal sees the survey 

as a public service to its readers in help-
ing t h e m lea rn how the var ious candi
da te s Stand on t h i s . i s s u e which is of 
p a r a m o u n t m o r a l concern . We m u s t 
point but, however , tha t i t is the indi
v idual ' s responsibil i ty to, fhid out all he 
can about his candida tes and m a k e up 

Though we n a v e a lways campa igned 
aga ins t abort ion on d e m a n d we r ema in 
cognizant of the fact that there' are poli-

, . t ic ians seeking to use the i ssue for stript-
i ly pe r sona l . advan tagesThe t fe a r e o ther 

quest ions to be considered though none 
with the life-death urgency of liberal-

, ized^borionr r-r 
W e aisov feefc t ha t those cand ida tes 

who•» answe>$k>fjpankly- par t icular ly in 
th i s me 'dlul iKi^at . th#y<faVoj- the present 

law, deserve credit for the courage of 
thei r convictions. As for those who did 
no t comment , they pose a job for each 
individual voter in thei r dis t r ic ts to un
cover thei r s tand on abortion. The survey 
allows t ime for this . 

i 

1 Two y e a r s age$ t h e r e were politicians 
who saw liberalizea1 abort ion a s a for
gotten problem but the people have re 
fused to let i t lie. The re a r e pro-abor-
flwisfto wfto point m finger $ the "hier
archy". They are wrong.' The state's 
Catholic bishops' Jviews have always 
been known by legislators; it w a s not • 
until lawmakers realized the magnitude, 
of grass-roots opinion on it tha t the t ide 
began to turn . 

The question' Ms1 gained such promk 
nence .that .we know of a t leas t one a r e a 
secular newspape r which a lso is polling 
cand ida tes on liberalized abortion. Vot
e r s should He- 'jgl&L to publication of-ite 
findings. ' "•*" . \ .; 
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