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VATICAN I

Primate Sees Ecumenism
As ‘Greatest Blessing’

Birmingham, England (RNS)
— Cardinal John Heenan, Arch-
bishop of Westminster, believes
1that *‘ecumenism’"is the ‘' great-
est blessing'’ that has come from
the Second Vatican Council.

At the same time, however,
he feels that the thrust of the ecu-
menical movement is in danger
of being blunted by a prolifera-
tion of inter-Church discussions
that tead " just to more talking.”

I sincerely believe,” he says,
“that in addition to sapping
physical energy, the present

burden of talk induces a weari-

ness of the spirit leading to nar-
cisgicism “and neglect of per-
sonal prayer.”

The Roman Catholic Primate
of England and Wales appraised
Vatican Il at a recent conference
of church leaders of all denom-
inations at the Selly Oaks The-
ological College.

“I regard ecumenism as the
greatest blessing to have come
from the Council,”’ said Cardinal
Heenan. ‘“'‘There were other
benefits, but most of them — for
example, the impetus to further
Biblical study — were the fruit
of the ecumenical outlook. Cath-
olics now see that something
can be learned from their sep-
arated brethren."”

"“The Churches of tomorrow
will, I believe, grow closer to-
gether,”’ he continued. *‘In God’s
good time we shall talk not of
the Churches, but of the
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return to the old rivalries and
enm.ities.. As religious beligf
declines in the West, they will
unite in an evangelical spirit
to preach Christ to their breth-
ren and lead th to the One,
Holy, Catholic, *and Apostolic
Church.”’
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He warned, hmﬂrever, that the
ecumenical movgment would
suffer if different denomina-
tions indulged in ‘‘too much talk-
ing before taking action.”

Linking ecumenism with inter-
Church talks, as fruits of Vatican
II, the cardinal said, ''Of the two,
discussion has had by far the
greater impact. - Ecumenism
properly #racticed is uniformly
good. Discussion is good only if

leads to paralysis or just more
talking."”

Cardinal Heenan also said it
was ‘“‘fatally easy’’ for priests and
nuns to become so’ concerned
with their own ‘‘self-fulfillment’
that they forgot their ‘‘primary
duty of self-giving and self-
denial.”” He said he thought that
many who had left the religious
life would still be with - the
Church, if they had not *'dis-
sipated” their zeal in ‘‘endless
talking.”

In the Church of tomorrow,
he said, “‘Ecumenism will ob-
viously have its effect on theolog-
ical trends in all religions -~ in-
deed, that is one of the primary

.objects of ecumenism.

“It has already altered Cath-
olic thinking, but it may bring

another kind of development."

“Since authority and every
kind of establishment have be-
come universally unpopular,
the climate is never more favor-
able for a renewed attack on
the authority of God and the
magisterium of the Church, -

‘““The Resurrection of Jesis.
the Blessed Trinity, Wﬁal.
ity of the human soyk;the Sacra-
ments, the sacrifice of the Mass,
the indissolubility of marriage,
the right to life of the unborn,
the senile, and the incurably
sick — all these deectrines, tak-
en for granted by Catholics until
now, are likely to be attacked
from within the Church of to-
morrow "’

Church. Christians will never

it is productive. It is bad if it

The Council and the Jews

BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
New York (RNS) — Interms of Catholic-Jewish

retations, Vatican Council II continues to merit
the judgment that | offered in Rome on Oct. 28,
1965, at the time of the
adoption of the Declaration
Christian  Religions:  the
Council  was  an  historic
milestone, o decisive turning
point in the 1,900 years of
velationships between Jews
and Christions in the West-
ern world

The most important  net
cffect of the dctions taken
by the Council ‘Fathers is
that these have resulted in
a profound change of Christian mentality toward
Jews and Judaism on many levels in the Catholic
Church. That alteration in Christian conscious-
ness was a fundamental precondition to taking
the first steps in ereating a new Chrigtian tradition
incipiently characterized by a clear-cut repudia-
n§m of anti-Semitism, and a growing respect
for Judaism as a living religion of permanent
value

One of the more significant achievements,
of Vatcan IT was adoption of Nostra Aetate which
gave strong impetus to the serious process of re-
moving the sources ol anti-Jewish attitides in
Christian teaching

That there exists today, o decade later, a net-
work of scholars in Scripture studies. theology.
church history, liturgy, and sociology engaged in
creating a new Christian cuiture that is sympa-
thetic toward Jews and Judaism is itself the most
telling commentary on the historie value of the
Council.

After 1,900 years of by-and-large tragic exper-
ience with Christian tradition and Christian so-
ciety whose momentum moved horrendously in
an anti-Jewish direction. the present reversal
of field is inconceivable without taking into ae-
count Vatican IL

A balinced evaluation requires that we look
also at the negative side of the Catholic-Jewish
ledger and @t unresolved issues that call for fa
more serioﬁsnltenﬁonv These issues have been
stated forthrightly by the Father Edward Flan-
nery. execqtive secretary of the Secretarigt for

Catholie-Jewish Relations in his November 1970
report to the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops. These problems still exist:
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‘e AntirSemitism, though mostly low-toned
and uncohscious, is still widespread and re-
quires constant effort to detect and unmask its
many disguises.

“‘e Cathplic scholars have not yet sufficiently
pursued résearch into the renewal of theology re-
garding tHe place of Judaism in the divine plan,
though the Vatican Council’'s statement on
the Jews ghowed the way.

‘s The ‘State of Israel has become a serious
st‘umblings block in Jewish-Chri§tiqn relati.ops.
Since ‘Jews have in the vast majority identified
with thatstate’ and ‘see Zionism as central to
Judaism {tself and cssential not only to Israeli
but also Jewish survival, they consider it ‘as
an ecuménical and o religious cansideration
which should be included in the dialogue.”

The need to speed up the process of closing
the gap bé¢tween advapces made by the scholarly
elite and the people in the pew in relation to anti-
Semitism, has assumed special urgency for the
Jewish cqmmumty in light of troublesome devel-
opments jn recent months. The exploitation of
anti-Semitism by the Soviet Union and some
Arab propagandists have impelled many Jews to
look to the Catholic community as an ally in com-
bating this new wave of hatred toward Jewish
people.

The fofthcoming evangelistic drive of “Key
73" — paralleled by intensified mission-to-the-
Jews programs — have also underscored the im-
portance of Catholic and other Christian efforts
to put arn end once and for all to proselytizing
the Jewish people.

And fingilly. the recent dastardly acts of murder
and terrdrism against Israelis. accompanied by
the growing penetration of anti-Jewish Arab
propaganda in Catholic and other church circles,
have lent! o sense of urgency in the Jewish com-
munity [or Catholics to assume a more vigorous
role in cgmbating appenls of extremism and po-
larizationl and to engage together in effective
works of reconciliation between Jews, Chris-
tians, and Muslims’in the Middle East, and among

all peopLng everywhere.

Editor’s Note — Rabbn Tanenbaum is the na-
tionaf*interreligious affairs director of the Amer-
ican Jewish- Commiltee, and is widely regarded
as a leading figure in the advancement of Jewich-
Christian| understanding. He was the only rabbi
present at the Vatican Council during the delib-
erations that led to the adoption of the Conciliar
Declaration on Ngn-Christian Religions.
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10 Years Later

Pope Paul gllves his apostollc blessmg aﬁﬁe clos-
ing ceremonies of the Second Vatican Council.

Roman-Anglican
Relations Closer

London (RNS) — Archbishop
Michael Ramsey of Canterbury,
spiritual head of the Anglican
Church declared here that the
whole Christian world had rea-
son to be grateful for the Second
Vatican Council of the Roman
Catholic Church.

In a statement marking the
10th anniversary of the opening
of Vatican II,
said, ''All Christendom has cause
for gratitude for the Second Vat-
ican Council and especially for
the vision of Pope John XXIII
in linking the themes of unity and
renewal.

“Pope John saw that Churches
will be drawn closer together by
the deepening of their allegiance
to Jesus Christ. In this way,
Vatican II has had an influence
far beyond the Roman Catholic
Church.”

Relations between the Rdman
Catholie and Anglican Churches,
on the highest level, have been
steadily growing closer since the
late Lord Geoffrey Fisher, then
Archbishop of Canterbury, vis-
ited Pope John in 1860.

The precedent-shattering visit
marked the first time an Arch-

bishop of Canterbury had met a
Pope since the Reformation.

In 1966, Archbishop Ramsey
met in Rome with Pope Paul VI
and the two leaders announced
their intdnt to establish ‘‘serious
dialogue”” to explore the possi-
bjlities for the eventua! reunion
of the two churches.

They issued a common declara-
tion which said that in order to
develop to the full “‘sentiments
of respect, esteem, and fraternal
love,” between Catholics and
Anglicans, they intended ‘‘to
inaugurate between the Roman
Catholic Church and the Angli-
can communibn a serious dia-
logue which, founded on the
Gospels and gn the ancient com-
mon traditiofis may lead to that
unity in truth for which Christ
prayed.”’

‘“The dialogue,”’ the joint state-
ment said, ‘‘should include not

the archbishop,
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only theological matters, such as
Scripture, tradition, and liturgy,
but also matters of practical dif-
ficulty felt on either side.”’

In October, 1966, a special
Anglican Study Center was in-
augurated in Rome and wel-
comed by Pope Paul. The center
also serves as the residence of a
personal representative of Arch-
bishop Ramsey at the Vatican.

In November, 1966, a joint
Anglican-Roman Catholic Prep-
aratory Commission was set up
to inaugurate, the proposed dia-
logue. It held its first meeting
at Gazzada, in nomhem Italy,

in January. 1967.

The third meeting of the com-
mission, in September, 1971, un-
animously adopted an ‘‘Agreed
Statement on Eucharistic Doct-
rine,”’ which received the author-
ization of Archbishop Ramsey
and Pope Paul for ‘'study and
discussion."’

At the time of the 1966 meet-
ing with Pope Paul, Archbishop
Ramsey emphasized that he and
the Pope had ‘‘the vision of unity
before our eyes."’

Five years later, as a result
of the dialogue he initiated with
Pope Paul, he said. 'l rejoice
in the closer relations of Roman
Catholics and Anglicans who in-
creasingly see themselves as

brother Christians striving to
serve Christ together.” .
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