~ VATICAN 11...10 Years Later

Non - Catholics Assess
Vatican Il in History

New York (RNS) — Vatican II stands as a ma-
jor event of Church history in the view of
churchmen representing important non-Catho-
lic traditions — Lutheran, Orthodox, United
Church of Christ, and United Methodist. Look-
,ing back ten years after the Council's opening,
Udhey assess the Council's impact on the ecu-
menical movement as well as its role in Church
history.

Dr. Kent L. Knutson, president of the Ameri-
can Lutheran Church, and a pdrticipant in the
Lutheran-Catholic dialogues: '

To assess the state of the church ten years
after Vatican 11 is a difficult matter. There are
forces now involved which make the situation

Siiiairaa. more ambiguous than even
three years ago. There can
be little doubt that Vatican
11 still stands as the most
formative event in this
century, ir)deed, even since
the Council of Trent. It has
already shaped the Roman
Catholic Church in ways
that, from the point of view
of Lutherans, has placed
Rome on a new path which
brings Catholics closer and
closer to their Protestant brethren. e can now

characterize the Catholic Church as being evan-

gelical in its main thrust in the tradition of Vati-
can IL

The difficulty lies_p'recise[y in that it has al-
ready been 10 years since Yatican I1 opened, and

the Council begins to recede into the past, bit
by bit. Its glow and warmth cool a bit and one

does not know what the final effect will be.
Some forces are beginning to counter the Coun-
¢il's influence with greater power than before.
The Catholic Church has not yet recovered from
some of the divisive forces within her fellow-
ship. And, of course, the Catholic Church,
along with the rest of us, is wrestling with the
secular, hostile, as well as changing, forces of

the modern world.

Dr. Robert V. Moss. president of the United
Church of Christ, who represented the former
International Congregational Council at Vatican

I:

No other ecclesiastical event of our time has
done more to open the door to Christian union
than the Second Vatican Council. It is regarded
by Protestants as the most
important innovation in
the Church since the Ref-

ormation.

This great Council un-
der the hands of the gentle
Pope John XXIII has paved
the way toward the sharing
in mutual brotherhood by
Protestants, Orthodox and
Roman Catholics alike in
the agonies of our time.

" : Through the understand-
ing that the Council has brought about, we can
learn from one another. scerve together and hope
together.

It was because of the act of the Council that

+ the Roman Catholie Church in this country and

around the world began to share in the continu-
ing work of local and regional councils of
churches. Now, in some countries they are mem-
bers of_ thef national councils of churches and
their  joining of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the U.S A, is a possibility
in the foreseeable future.

At the time of the 10th anniversary of this

« milestone in Christian history it is appropriate
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that we renew our memory of Pope John and
express our appreciation to those people of
vision and concern for worldwide Christianity
who were the prime movers in Vatican 11,

Archbishop 1akoves, head of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of North and South America:

The impact of Vatican II upon the Ecumen-
ical Movement was, and continues to be, felt as
a mighty and I[resh wind which cleanses and
-purifies the denomina-
tionally polarized and pol-
luted Church atmosphere
and makes the breath of
hope easier for those who
aspire and work for Chris-
tian unity.

Through no other
means or illustration can
we describe Vatican II's
impact, for it is spiritga! in
nature and soul-uplifting
in its context. The very
fact that the non-Catholic Christians are ‘‘sep-
arated brothers” rather than '‘schismatics,”
speaks of the tremendous transforming power

of the Holy Spirit and makes Vatican II a catal-

- yst ik the final consummation of Christ’s prayer

for unity.

Vatican II is not simply a new beginning, but
a most powerful thrust which breaks the clouds
and makes visible the dawn of the new day. I
think St. Paul's description of Christ as the rock
from which fresh water sprang, can be applied
to Vatican II as well. For in my opinion, it was
the Holy Spirit which spoke through it, to the

world.

Bishop Fred P. Corson of Philadelphia, who
was president of the World Methodist Council

during the years of Vatiecan II!

The tenth anniversary’ of the opening of the
Serond Vatican Council should be widely cele-
brated. Its greatness can be easily forgotten
and to keep its purposes
and achievements current,
each generation must be
informed of its purpose
and inspired to carry on its

work.

I said in those early
days that 1 believed that
the Second Vatican Coun-
cil would be judged to be
the greatest single event of
the Twentieth Century. Its

: reception throughout the
world indicated that it could be.

This generation has the opportunity and
obligation to continue to work for progress in
unity by ‘“‘purging, reforming and renewing the
charch.”

I feel that some of the progress toward unity
instituted at the Second Vatican Council has
been slowed down largely because all of the
Churches have in serious ways had their hands
full with their own internal denominational
problems.

We need now some {orm of revival of what
the Sepond Vatican Council stood for and the
enthusiasm and work which the Council mani-

fested.
Christian unity, especially among the '‘sep-

arated brethren,”” has taken on new aspects
and many in the Roman Catholic Church have
misinterpreted ‘‘revival'’ to mean anarchy and
revolution. As a delegated-observer I want also
to testify to the renewal which came to the

participants. ag well as to the church through

the Vatican Council and what it accomplished

which was in fact far more than it was be-

lieved could be done toward making us all one

in Christ.

We are ready for the next step which is a di-
rect confrontation with the major doctrinal is-
sues which confront our oneness in Christ.

Father William McDonnell, OSB

Impact on Clergy

Collegeville, Minn. (RNS) — The impact which Vatican
11 intended to have and the impact it actually did have are
not always identical. What it had to say about the prieslhood
was unexceptional. In fact, the priesthood was given scant

attention.

Yet its impact on the priesthood was immense. This im-
pact cannot be assessed in isolation from the socio-political
changes which have occurred over these past ten years,

The priest, especially the younger priest, no longer con-
sidered himself as an instrument of an institution. He was
a person who was committed to Christ and to the mission of
Christ, but he was his own man. No uniformm (Roman collar
and black clothes) was going to deprive him of that unique
gift he had to give to Christ and to others. And many stopped
wearing the clerical clothes which identified him with the

institution.

Given the broad curre'nt of anti-institutional, anti-estab-
lishment feelings, this can hardly be surprising. Not only .

the institutional church was establishment, but also the
military-industrial complex, the university and the govern-
ment. And they all elicited negative feelings.

Some priests abandoned the structured forms qf minis-
try which the institution imposed, such as parish priest, and
have chosen to follow a ‘‘free ministry.'’ which exists on the

margin of church life. Many in this category are exercising
their ministry as marrie_d priests.

Both the priesthood and life in a religious order suf-
fered a kind of unintended devaluation. The priesthood and

religious life were presented in whe documents not as a

higher kind of calling, but as a different sign of Christ’s pres-
ence. The intent of the- Council was to elevate the laity by

reminding them that they were called to the same kind of
holiness as those who took vows. In actual fact‘. .what.re—
'sulted was a devaluation of the priesthood and religious life.

This unintended devaluation of the clergy was rein-
forced by the tendency in the whole of society to dissolve
all caste systems. The priestly status, which in some places
was almost a caste system, wag like all status systems, called

into radical question.

Authority did not commend itself because it was priestly.
Authority was accepted and followed not for external rea-

sons (because it was the authority of the Church) but be-
cause it was credible in itself and because he who speaks
witnesses with his life to the authenticity of what he says.
Authority too gets deinstitutionalized and personalized.

The priest feels responsible for structural reforms in the
social and political order. He is caught in a conflict of ex-
pectations. Many of the laity would like to see him go back to
the sanctuary where they feel he belongs. The priests do not

want to abandon the sanctuary but they also see the desper-
ate urgency of problems of racial strife, poverty, war and

housing.

In more positive terms the council revitalized theology.
Its documents are not cast in scholastic form, but are essen-
tially biblical. This has made contemporary theology to be
more personalist, much more easily prayed and preached.

At the parish level as well as at the level of the profes-

sional theological conversations this has meant ecumenical
contacts which are broad and deep. Full sharing in worship
is a commonplace, though officially discouraged in many

places.

Younger priests think less in denominational terms and’
more in terms of a common Christian commitment. The re-

sults of this are not uniformly good. It is as though many

priests were saying, 'Give us more Christ, give us less
church.”” The intent is good and laudable, but ultimately

it is bad theology. The Church is the body of Christ, They
cannot be separated.

(Editor’s Note: Father McDonnell is executive director

of the [nstitung for Ecumenical and Cultural Research,
Collegeville, Minn. A scholar and theologian at St. John’s
Abbey and University, he also Is an acknowledged authority
on the neo-Penilecostal movement.)

Layman Sees Spirituality on the Rise

Denver (RNS) — One of the
nation’s leading spokesmen for
the Catholie laity said that o
tremendous surge of Uspiritual-
ity — as evidenced in movements
like the Charismatic Renewal —
I8 helpmg overcome the polarity
among Catholics that was one of
the “discouragaing” effeets of
Vatican 11

He said also that the emphasis
on Christian social witness which
derived from the Council has
been Urunning out of steam”

and needed an infusion of the

Couner-Journat

©*8pirit" to revive it and keep it
going. :
Martin Work, lormer cxecu-
tive director of the National
Council of Catholic Men and one
of Two American members of the
Vatican Couneil of the Laity,
said that while Vatican II has
surely  brought about

involvement in the mission of
the Church. there has been a
corresponding “‘deterioration in
traditional lay group vitality, in
both membership and lcader-
ship'’ throughout the Cathotlic

unpre- .
cedented  opportunities for lay -

Church. )

Mr. Work, in analyzing the im-
pact of Vatican II on the Qhurch
some 10 years after the historic

conclave opened, indicated that
the council undoubtedly "‘opened

up the life of the Church to the

laity’ but in many cases the lay
apostolate has not grasped the

-opportunities available.

There was a real ‘‘freeing”
of the individual Catholic by Vat-
ican II, he said. But, unfortunate-
ly, there developed a ''polariza-
tion” on almost every issue and
very level — between people and
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priests, priests and bishops,
people and bishops — and there
seemed to be a ‘‘fundamental
lack of Christian charity’” in
many confrontations.

Indicating that the last eight
or ten years have somehow
served as a period of “testing’”
of new approaches to Chufrch
life and involvement wrought by
the coyncil, Mr. Work said he
believed that in the next five to
ten years there will develop a

“new kind of unity” in the
Church

Mr. Work predicted a radical
change in Church structures in
the years ahead — on the parish
level, with respect to the role of
women and in many other ways.
He said it is already happening

in many areas.

He said he believes the grow-
ing emphasis on personal spir-
ituality, a turning back toward
prayer and the meaning of the
Gospels, and the development
of prayer communities, will have
a “tremendous impact” on the

Church in years to come.
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