
VATICAN I I . . . 10 Years Later 
Non - Catholics Assess 

Vatican II in History 
N e w YorK ( R N S ) - Vat i can II s t a n d s a s a m a ­

jor e v e n t of Church history in the v i ew of 
c h u r c h m e n represent ing important non-Catho­
lic tradit ions — Lutheran, Orthodox, Uni ted 
Church of Christ , and Uni ted Methodis t . Look­

i n g back ten y e a r s after the Counci l ' s open ing , 
( they a s s e s s the Counci l ' s i m p a c t on the ecu­
m e n i c a l m o v e m e n t us well us its role in Church 
history. 

Dr. Kent L. Knuison , pres ident of the Ameri ­
can Lutheran Church-, and a part ic ipant in the 
Lutheran-Cathol ic d ia logues : 

To a s s e s s the s ta te of the church ten y e a r s 
af ter Vat i can II is a difficult m a t t e r . T h e r e are 
forces now involved which make the situation 

m o r e a m b i g u o u s than e v e n 
three y e a r s ago . T h e r e can 
be little doubt that Vat i can 
II still s t a n d s as the m o s t 

formative event in this 
century , indeed, e v e n s i n c e 
the Council of Trent. It has 
a lready shaped the R o m a n 
Cathol ic Church in w a y s 
that, from the point of v i ew 
of Lutherans , has p laced 
R o m e on a new path which 
brings Catholics closer and 

c l o s e r to the ir P r o t e s t a n t brethren. We can now 
characterize the Catholic Church as being evan­
gelical in its main thrust in the tradition of Vati­
can II. 

The diff iculty l ies prec i se ly in that it has al­
ready been 10 y e a r s s i n c e Vat i can II opened , and 
the Council beg ins to r e c e d e into the past , bit 
by bit. Its g low and w a r m t h cool a bit and one 

does not know what the final effect will be. 
S o m e forces are beg inning to counter the Coun­
cil 's inf luence with g r e a t e r p o w e r than before . 
The Cathol ic Church has not ye t r e c o v e r e d from 
s o m e of the d iv i s i ve forces within her fel low­
ship. And, of course , the Cathol ic Church, 
a long with the rest of us. is wres t l ing with the 

secular, hostile, as well as changing, forces of 
the m o d e r n world 

Dr. Robert V. M o s s , pres ident of the Uni ted 
Church of Christ, who represented the former 
Internat ional Congregat iona l Council at Vat i can 
II: 

No other e c c l e s i a s t i c a l e v e n t of our t i m e has 
done more to open the door to Christian union 
than t h e ^ e c o n d Vat i can Council . It is r e g a r d e d 

by P r o t e s t a n t s a s the m o s t 
important innovat ion in 
the Church s ince the Ref­
o r m a t i o n . 

This grea t Council un­
der the hands of the gent le 
Pope John XXIII has paved 
the w a y toward the shar ing 
in mutual brotherhood by 
P r o t e s t a n t s , Orthodox and 
R o m a n Cathol ics a l ike in 
the a g o n i e s of our t ime . 
Through the understand­

ing that the Council has brought about, w e can 
learn from one another , s e r v e toge ther and hope 
together, 

It w a s b e c a u s e of the act of the Council that 
the Roman Catholic Church in this country and 
around the world began to s h a r e in the continu­
ing work of local and regional counci l s of 
churches . Now, in| s o m e countr ie s they are m e m ­
bers of the national counc i l s of c h u r c h e s and 

their joining of the National Council of 

Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Ortho­
dox Archdiocese of North and South America: 

The i m p a c t of Vat i can II upon the E c u m e n ­
ical M o v e m e n t w a s , and cont inues to be. felt a s 
a mighty and fresh wind which cleanses and 

purif ies the denomina­
t ional ly polarized and pol­
luted Church a t m o s p h e r e 
and m a k e s the breath of 

hope easier for those who 
a s p i r e and work for Chris­
t ian unity. 

Churches of Christ in the U S A . 
in the foreseeab le future. 

is a possibi l i ty 

At the t i m e ol! the 10th a n n i v e r s a r y of this 
m i l e s t o n e in Christ ian history it is appropr iate 

that w o renew our m e m o r y of P o p e John and 
e x p r e s s our apprec ia t ion to those people of 
vis ion and concern for w o r l d w i d e Christ iani ty 
who w e r e the pr ime m o v e r s in Vat ican II. 

T h r o u g h no o t h e r 
m e a n s or i l lustrat ion c a n 
w e d e s c r i b e Vat i can U s 
impac t , for it is spir i tual in 
nature and soul-uplifting 
in its context . The very 

fact that the non-Cathol ic Chris t ians are " s e p ­
arated bro thers" rather than " S c h i s m a t i c s , " 
s p e a k s of the t r e m e n d o u s t rans forming power 
of tne Holy Spirit and m a k e s Vat i can II a cata l ­
ys t in the final c o n s u m m a t i o n of Christ 's p r a y e r 
for unity . 

Vat ican II is not s i m p l y a new beg inning , but 
a m o s t powerful thrust which b r e a k s the c louds 
and m a k e s v i s ib le the d a w n of the new day . I 
think St. P a u l ' s descr ipt ion of Christ a s the rock 
from which fresh water sprang, can be applied 
to Vat ican II a s wel l . F o r in m y opinion, it w a s 
the Holy Spirit which spoke through it, to the 
world. 

Bishop F r e d P . Corson of Ph i lade lph ia , who 
w a s pres ident of the World Methodis t Council 

during the years of Vatican II: 
The tenth anniversary* of the opening of the 

Second Vat i can Council should be wide ly ce l e ­
brated . I ts g r e a t n e s s c a n be e a s i l y forgotten 

and to k e e p its purposes 
and a c h i e v e m e n t s current . 

each generation must be 
in formed of its purpose 
and inspired to carry on its 

work. 
I said in those early 

d a y s that I be l i eved that 
the Second Vat ican Coun­
cil would be j u d g e d to be 
the g r e a t e s t s i n g l e e v e n t of 
the Twentieth Century. Its 
reception throughout the 

world indicated that it could be. 

This genera t ion has the opportunity and 

obl igat ion to cont inue to work for p r o g r e s s In 
unity by "purging , re forming and r e n e w i n g the 
church." 

I feel that s o m e of the p r o g r e s s toward unity 
inst ituted at the Second Vat ican Council has 
been slowed down largely because all of the 
Churches h a v e in ser ious w a y s had their hands 
full with their own internal denominat iona l 
prob lems . 

We need now s o m e form of rev iva l of what 
the Second Vat ican Council stood for and the 
e n t h u s i a s m and work which the Council mani ­
fested. 

Christ ian unity, e s p e c i a l l y a m o n g the "sep­
arated b r e t h r e n . " h a s taken on new a s p e c t s 
and m a n y in the R o m a n Cathol ic Church h a v e 
mis in terpre ted " r e v i v a l " to m e a n a n a r c h y and 
revolution. As a d e l e g a t e d - o b s e r v e r I want a lso 
to testify to the renewal which c a m e to the 

part ic ipants , as well a s to the church through 
the Vat i can Council and what it a c c o m p l i s h e d 

which was in fact far more than it was be-
l ieved could be done toward m a k i n g us all one 
in Christ. 

We are ready for the next s t e p which is a di­
rect confrontat ion with the m a j o r doctr inal is­
s u e s which confront our o n e n e s s in Christ. 

Father William McDonnell, OSB 

Impact on Clergy 
Collegevillle, Minn. ( R N S ) — The i m p a c t wh ich V a t i c a n 

II intended to have and the i m p a c t it ac tual ly did h a v e a r e 
not a l w a y s identical . What it had to s a y about the pr ies thood 
was unexcept ional . In fact, the priesthood w a s g i v e n s c a n t 
attention. 

Yet its i m p a c t on the priesthood w a s i m m e n s e . Th i s im­
pact cannot be a s s e s s e d in isolat ion from the soc io-pol i t ica l 

changes whiclri have occurred over these past ten years. 

The priest!, e spec ia l l y the y o u n g e r priest , no longer con­
s idered himsel f a s an ins trument of an inst i tut ion. He w a s 
a person who w a s c o m m i t t e d to Christ and to the m i s s i o n of 
Christ, but he w a s his own m a n . N o uni form ( R o m a n co l lar 
and black clolthes) w a s go ing to d e p r i v e h i m of that unique 
gift he had to g ive to Christ and to o thers . And m a n y s topped 
wearing the clerical clothes which identified him with the 
institution. 

Given the broad current of ant i - inst i tut ional , ant i -es tab­
l i shment fee l ings , this c a n hardly be surpr i s ing . Not only . 
the institutional church w a s e s t a b l i s h m e n t , but a l so the 
mil i tary- industrial c o m p l e x , the University and the govern­
ment . And they all e l ic i ted n e g a t i v e f ee l ings . 

S o m e pries ts abandoned the s truc tured f o r m s of min i s ­
try which the institution i m p o s e d , such a s par i sh priest , and 
have chosen to follow a "free m i n i s t r y . " wh ich e x i s t s on the 
margin of church life. Many in this category are exercising 
their min is try a s m a r r i e d pr ies t s . 

Both the priesthood and life in a re l ig ious order suf­
fered a kind of unintended deva luat ion . The pr ies thood and 

religious life were presented in the documents not as a 
higher kind of ca l l ing , but a s a different s ign of Christ 's pres ­
e n c e . The intent of the- Council w a s to e l e v a t e the Laity by 

reminding them that they were called to the same kind of 
hol iness a s those who took v o w s . In ac tua l fact , w h a t re-

'sulted w a s a deva luat ion of the priesthood and re l ig ious life. 

This unintended deva luat ion of the c l e r g y w a s rein­
forced by the t endency in the whole of soc i e ty to d i s s o l v e 
all c a s t e s y s t e m s . The priest ly s ta tus , which in s o m e p l a c e s 
was almost a caste system, was like all status systems, called 
into radical quest ion. 

Authority (did not c o m m e n d itself b e c a u s e it w a s pr ies t ly . 
Authority w a s a c c e p t e d and fol lowed not for ex terna l rea­
sons ( b e c a u s e it w a s the authori ty of the Church) but be­
c a u s e it w a s cred ib le in itself and b e c a u s e he who s p e a k s 
w i t n e s s e s with his life to the authent ic i ty of w h a t he s a y s . 
Authority too g e t s de inst i tut ional ized and personal ized . 

T h e priest f ee l s respons ib le for s tructural r e forms in the 
soc ia l and polit ical order . He is c a u g h t in a confl ict of ex­
pec ta t ions . M a n y of the laity would like to s e e h i m g o back to 
the s a n c t u a r y w h e r e they feel he be longs . The pr ies t s do not 
want to abandon the s a n c t u a r y but they a l so s e e the desper ­
ate u r g e n c y oif p r o b l e m s of rac ia l str i fe , poverty , w a r and 
housing. 

In m o r e pos i t ive t e r m s the counci l rev i ta l i zed theo logy . 
Its d o c u m e n t s are not c a s t in s c h o l a s t i c form, but a r e e s s e n ­
tial ly bibl ical . This has m a d e c o n t e m p o r a r y theo logy to be 
m o r e personal i s t , m u c h m o r e e a s i l y prayed and p r e a c h e d . 

At the parish leve l a s well a s at the leve l of the profes ­
s ional theologlical c o n v e r s a t i o n s this has m e a n t e c u m e n i c a l 
c o n t a c t s which are broad and d e e p . Ful l s h a r i n g in w o r s h i p 
is a c o m m o n p l a c e , though off icial ly d i s c o u r a g e d in m a n y 
places. 

Younger priests think less in denominational terms and' 
m o r e in t e r m s of a c o m m o n Christ ian c o m m i t m e n t . T h e re­
sul ts of this aire not uni formly good . It is a s though m a n y 
pries ts w e r e s a y i n g , "Give us m o r e Christ, g i v e us l e s s 
c h u r c h . " The intent is good and Laudable, but u l t i m a t e l y 
it is bad theology . The Church is the body of Christ , T h e y 
cannot be s e p a r a t e d . 

(Editor's Note: Father McDonnell is executive director 
of the Institute for E c u m e n i c a l and Cultural R e s e a r c h , 
Coiiegevllle, Minn. A scholar and theologian at St. John's 
Abbey and U n i v e r s i t y , h e a l so is an a c k n o w l e d g e d author i ty 
on the neo-Penitecostal m o v e m e n t . ) 

Layman Sees Spirituality on the Rise 
D e n v e r ( R N S ) - One of the 

nation's leading s p o k e s m e n for 

the Cathol ic laity sa id that a 
t r e m e n d o u s surge of "spiritual­
ity — as e v i d e n c e d in m o v e m e n t s 
like the Charismatic- R e n e w a l — 
is helping overcome the polarity 
a m o n g Cathol ics that w a s one of 
the " d i s c o u r u g a i n g " ef fects of 
Vat ican II 

He said a l so that the e m p h a s i s 
on Christ ian soc ia l w i tnes s which 
der ived from the Council has 
been "running out of s t e a m ' ' 
and needed an infusion of the 

Courier-Journal 

"Spir i t" to rev ive it and keep it 
go ing . 

Martin Work, former e x e c u ­
tive director of the Nat ional 
Council of Catholic Men and one 
of Two A m e r i c a n m e m b e r s of the 

Vat ican Council of the Laity, 
sa id that whi le Vat i can II has 
sure ly brought about unpre­
cedented opportunit ies for l a y 
invo lvement in the m i s s i o n of 
the Church, there has been a 
corresponding "deter iorat ion in 
tradit ional lay group vi ta l i ty , in 
both m e m b e r s h i p and leader­
s h i p " throughout the Cathol ic 

Church. 

Mr. Work, in ana lyz ing the im­
pact of Vat i can II on the Church 
some 10 years after the historic 
c o n c l a v e opened , indicated that 
the counci l undoubtedly "opened 

up the life of the Church to the 
la i ty" but in m a n y c a s e s the lay 
apos to la te h a s not g r a s p e d the 
opportunit ies ava i lab le . 

There w a s a real " free ing" 
of the individual Catholic by Vat­
ican II, he sa id . But, unfortunate­
ly, there d e v e l o p e d a "polariza­
t ion" on a l m o s t e v e r y issue and 
v e r y leve l — b e t w e e n people and 
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priests , pr ies ts and bishops , 
people and bishops - and there 
s e e m e d to be a " fundamenta l 
lack of Christ ian c h a r i t y " in 
m a n y confrontat ions . 

Indicat ing that the last e ight 
or ten y e a r s h a v e s o m e h o w 
served as a period of " t e s t i n g " 
of new a p p r o a c h e s to Church 
life and invo lvement wrought by 
the counci l , Mr. Work sa id he 
be l ieved that in the next five to 
ten y e a r s there will d e v e l o p a 

"new kind of unity" in the 
Church 

Mr. Work pred ic ted .a radica l 
change in Church structures in 
the y e a r s a h e a d — on the parish 
level, with respect to the role of 
w o m e n and in m a n y o ther w a y s . 
He sa id it is a l r e a d y happen ing 
in many areas. 

He sa id he b e l i e v e s the grow­
ing e m p h a s i s on personal spir­
i tual i ty , a turning back toward 
p r a y e r and the m e a n i n g of the 
G o s p e l s , a n d the d e v e l o p m e n t 
of p r a y e r c o m m u n i t i e s , wil l h a v e 

a "tremendous impact" on the 
Church in y e a r s to c o m e . 

P a g e 20 


