
LETTERS 
Letters to the editor should be addressed to the editor, Courier-
Journal, Richford Building, 67 Cbestnui Si.. Rochester, N.Y. 14604. 
They should be no longer than l'/s pages, typed double-spaced. 
N a m e s and a d d r e s s e s should be inc luded . T h e p a p e r r e s e r v e s the 
right lo edit ail letters. 

'Maggie Cole9 

A Fine Film 
Editor: 

In rev i ew of the m o v i e . "Say 
Goodbye, Maggie Cole," (Cour

ier-Journal, 9/27/72) the Catholic 
film office said the film "'reeks of 
relevance." I disagree whole
heartedly. 

First of all. there is a general 
trend in most movies lately that 
if it doesn' t total ly g r a s p one ' s 

highest emotional and mental 

FR. ALBERT SHAMON 
^ 

Word For 

Sunday 

Sunday Readings: (Rl) Is. 
25:6-10. (R2) Phil. 4:12-14, 
19-20. (R3) Mt. 22:1-14 

One of the parables in Sun
day's readings has puzzled gen
erations of readers. Why east out 
a guest for not having a wedding 
garment, especially when , the 
guests are "anyone you come 
upon"? 

Matthew put this parable of 
the wedding garment together 
with the one on the wedding 
banquet. He probably meant 
us to. interpret the parable of the 
wedding garment in the light of 
the wedding banquet parable. 

Both' of these parables were 
preached in the last week of Our 
Lord's life. The first parable is 
about an invitation to a banquet. 
The first of Sunday's readings 
show that a banquet was one of 
the favorite images for Mes
sianic times. 

The banquet is a wedding 
feast, for the prophets pictured 
God's alliance with His people 
as a wedding in which He is the 
husband and Israel the bride. 

God i s s u e s the inv i tat ion . God 
always takes the initiative. He 
acts first. It is up to us to react. 

God's invitation is to joy. A 
wedding feast is, if anything, a 
celebration of joy. 

Those invited had no right to 
the wedding. It was an invita
tion freely given — as is all grace 
A child sees something in a store 
he wants. It is precious. The 
owner tells the child no money 
can buy it. But because the own
er loves the child, he gives what 
the child wants as a gift. The 
invitation to faith, to life eternal 
is not earned, it is freely offered. 

But we can become deaf to 
God's invitation. We can let bus
iness and work crowd out our re
sponse. The tragedy of life is 

that we often let what is second 
best take precedence over what 
is best. We can get so concerned 
about making a living as to lose 
life itself. The guests first invited 
in the parable were excluded 
from eternal life — not because 
they did some particularly evil 
thing, but because they felt their 
own matters were more impor
tant than God's. Their sin was to 
£bink that there were more ur
gent things to do than to follow 
God's call. 

The parable of the wedding 
garment reinforces the fact that 
the invitation is not just a gift, 
but that grace is a serious re
sponsibility. The sinner in
vited to God's table eahnot re
main a sinner. A man cannot go 
on l iv ing the s a m e kind of a life 
that he had lived before knowing 
Jesus. He must put on the wed
ding garment of good works. 

But as the flower is not put on 
the stalk, but grows out of it; so 
the garment of good works that 
covers the nakedness of man 
must grow out of a changed heart 
— an inner life of thoughts , opin-
ions, beliefs, emotions brought 
to conform evermore closely 
to the mind and heart of Christ . 

The demands of Christianity 
are radical. Christ said. You can
not come to the banquet and 
keep on your "old clothes" — 
your old ways. 

You cannot hope for Goa s 
love and love to be selfish. 

You cannot seek God's forgive
ness and harbor unforgiveness. 

You cannot hope for new life 
and cling to your old life. 

You cannot have your cake and 
eat it. You cannot have it both 
ways. 

Baptism invites us to the ban
quet — a wedding garment is 
given us. All we have to do is 
put it on - live the faith! 

attitude toward life it doesn't 
have anything to say. I never 
read a genuine appraisal of a 
good actor or actress either. 

On both counts. "Say Good
bye, Maggie Cole" is a fine film 
e x p r e s s e d wonderfuUy by all the 
actors. (Susan Hayward never 
seems to get the ratings she al
ways deserves and so I'm saying 
now that she is one of the few 
best actresses in films today. 
The story was very true to life ex
pressing the whole reason of our 
e x i s t e n c e — love . We all need it 
and must have someone to love 
in order to have meaning to our 
lives. 

The term "reeks of relevance" 
sounds to me as if the viewers of 
this film can't see the true mean
ing of it. It was a totally weak and 
flat way of criticizing a good 
movie. How about some deeper 
insight from our critics on stor
ies? We need more stories of 
this kind on television. 

Mrs. Virginia A. Herrmann 
61 Elizabeth St. 

Auburn, N.Y. 13021 

Old Question 
Resurfaces 
Editor: 

For quite sometime now I 
have been following the Courier-
Journal's columnists rather 
cjosely, so close in fact. I think 
I can anticipate their answer to a 
simple question like "Wow much 
is two plus two"? 

The Open Window - Father 
Hohman's reply would be: "Now 
the answer to that question isn't 
a simple one One must keep in 
mind that although generally 
speaking two plus two is most 
likely four. There are many rep
utable mathematicians who 
would fault this, of course Script
ure leaves us in the dark com
pletely about this matter. 
There a r e c o n c e i v a b l e c i r c u m -
stances in which an entirely dif
ferent answer might be accept
able. So you see the issue could 
become very complex. I'm not 
about to get into this contro-
versey. I guess I'll leave that 

question for someone else to 
sort out. _ 

Toward Tomorrow — Father 
Atwell's reply would be: "For 
centuries two plus two has been 
four. But now in this fast-chang
ing post-conciliar world of ours 
there is a new concept — a new, 
approach to this whole problem.v 

Professor Irving R. Steadman. 
the great atheistic mathema
tician, writes in his latest book. 
The Future of Mathematics, that 
the answers to these questions 
aren't important. It is humani-
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THANKS TOR THE TALK. 
REVEREND/1 FEEL 

MLIfH BETTER.'' 

ty's quest for these answers 
which in the long run will prove 
to be of the utmost importance 
to our society. We Christians 
have a great deal to learn from 
this man." 

On the Right Side — Father 
Cuddy's reply would be: "Well 
now. two plus two has always 
been four and I don't see any rea
son for it to change now. As a 
matter of fact whille I was visiting 
Father John Coonan last week in 
Clyde, ( my old parish) by the. 
way. Father Jack is probably 
the most congenial host in 
Wayne County and I might add 
a fine priest , ta lking about fine 
priests just the other day I re
ceived a letter from Jim Mc-
Glynn, an old A r m y buddy who 
is now a Franciscan priest 

Word for Sunday — Father 
Shannon's reply would be: "and 
he a l s o w h o had rece ived the 

two talents came and said, 
"Master, thou didst hand over 
to me two talents, behold, I have 
gained two more' (Matthew 25: 
22) . St. Mat thew g i v e s this v e r s e 

as a lesson which we might very 
well apply today. You wil l not ice 
the servant in the parable didn't 
say Master. I now have four tal
ents' — no. instead we have 
to use our own intellect to arriye 
at that conclusion!. So it is with 
our youth of today. Don't give 
them the answers, let them work 
it out for t h e m s e l v e s . " 

The Slot Man — Editor Vig-
lucci's reply would be: "The 
Courier's present jpoficy is not to 
make any commients on ques
tions of this variety. However 
we do welcome our readers' 
views on the subject and we as
sure you that our balanced re
porting staff will adequately 
cover both sides of the issue." 

Anthony Acciari 
408 Lincoln Ave. 

E. Rochester, N.Y. 14445 

We All Pay 
For Abortion ' 
Editor: 

State tax dollars sent to Al
bany by most of uis are budgeted 

and Spent directly for abortion 
expenses incurred by recipients 
of Medicaid. All subscribers of 
Rochester Hospital Service and 
Genesee Valley Medical Care, 
family membership plan share 
in abortion costs. 

Our health care facilities are 
always overcrowded and under
staffed. Now these facilities are 
receiving greater stress from 
abortion-on-demand p a t i e n t s , 
mostly from out-of-state. As new 
and expanding facilities are 
needed and built, you know 
who is going to pay the bill, 
the New York State residenL 

Do you still think you're not 
supporting abortion? Remem
ber the cry from pro-abortion 
.forces, "abortion is an individ
ual decision." This implies those 
deciding to abort would be com
pletely responsible. 

Spend a little time to call or 
write your state representative 
asking them how they voted, 
what is their present position 
and what they p lan to do about 

abortion legislation if elected. 
If you're not sa t i s f i ed cal l 

their opponents. Names may be 

obtained from Republican and 
D e m o c r a t i c h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

Stanley Wiktorski 
122 Roman Drive 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Flood Relief 

'Ecumenical9 

Editor: 
Your Sept. 27 editorial and 

news coverage of the aftermath 
of the June floods was fine, and. 
certainly, good publicity for Op
eration Rebuild. 

We believe, however, that the 

coverage gives the impression 
that the operat ion is a Cathol ic-
to-Catholic project, whereas it 
is truly an ecumenical. Christian-
Jew - Man - of - Good - Will - to -
anyone - who - needs - it project. 

Adolphe and Loe d'Audiffret 
Route 2 

Naples, N.Y. 14512 

TALK ABOUT 
TASTY! 

EVERYBODY, 
LOVES tf^ 
TASTY, 

J U I C Y , / ^ 
LIP-SMACKING 
DELICIOUS 

ALL-BEEF FRANKS 
U^. GOVERNMENT INSPtCTtDI 

twuottfMm^euMjn sma UIO.ASI MHOUUHV, N • s«.ino 
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