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Q —)l have heard of a particular priest stating at a Pre-Cana Con-
ference several years ago, and again recently at a women’s club
meeting, to let their conscience be thei# guide pertaining to birth
control. A former seminarian attended the Pre-Cana and said many
went away thinking birth control other than rhythm is acceptable.
Are priests perhaps sliding over the word “informed”’?

A — If that was all the priest said about the particular ma he was,
in my opinion, oversimplifying or taking it for granted that'yis audi-
ence was well-versed theologically, That would not be a sliding over
the word “informed’’ but merely a failure to give a full explanation.
Let’s look at some of the pertinent principles relating to conscience.

Principle: each individual must rnake a firm decision as to the good-
ness or badness of any particular act he is facing. This is conscience.
It is not separate from the mind and will but is simply the operation
of these relative to the moral quality of a particular act or omission.
The moral guilt of the person (or non-guilt) will be détermined by
whether or not he follows the decision of his conscience. For example,
if an mdivigiual were to make a firm decision that it would be wrong to
accept military draft, he would be guilty if he did accept it.

Principle: conscience must have content. Conscience is not a spe-
arate human faculty having frombirth all the raw materials necessary
to make decisions. Rather it is the mind with its accumulated knowl-
edge, insights, wisdom, experlance. An informed conseience. is one
which has acquired sufficient of these ingredients to make a reason-
able judgment on the matter at hand. It is presupposed that the per-
son will make every reasonable effort within the limits of his capa-
bility to find out the truth about the matter. »

Principle: the individual in forming his conscience should be hum-
bly aware-of the fact that in matters of moral values there are outside
sources which he miust check. For the Christian these are: 1*Sacred
Scripture; 2, the teachings of leaders in the Church — Pope, bishops,
pastors, with respect not only for their office but.for their relative
advantage in haveing advice of many experts, having many people

gathering facts for them; 3. theologians — who concentrate their .

whole lives on the study of moral values and problems; 4. The com-

mon sense of other people who are not emotionally involved in the
same prblem. Each of these sources will have more or less value in a

partleular cage, 80 wa must take them as a whola. For axample, Sa
red re is of no help whatever in the ma

Therefore in dealing with that subject we must consider; a. the repeat-
ed statements of Popes and bishops forbidding contraception: b. the
considerable number of reputable theologians who teach that where
serious unselfish reasons exist for practicing birth control and no
other means is workable that the practice is justified; c. ticular
knowledge of one's own situation and the weight of necessity — be-
thiscause we are not good judges in our own case we should consuit on

To say simply “‘follow your conscience” is to Say a great deal more
than meets the eye. Such a decision cail.s for serious investigation as.
well as strict horesty and humble wariness about the possibility of
being wrong. When such a process has been carefully followed one
must follow the firm decision at which he arrives.
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More than 200 freshmen have Advanced Placement areas of
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new school year.

St. Agunes is offering new sub-
jects and several expanded de-
partments. Advanced Biology,
Physies and Math IV lead the
list of subjects offered in addi-
tion to the regular regents pro-
gram and in addition to the
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Richard Liberti, Mrs. Anthony
Leonardo, Mrs. Arline Porcelli,
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By CHARLES RANDISI

The Rochester Association of
Catholic School Administrators
held its first meeting of the new
school year recently at St. John
the Evangelist Convent on
Floverton Street.

RACSA is a group of prin-
cipals of Catholic city schools

that meets on the second Tues-

day of each month of the school

year.

This year's‘officers are Sister -

Virginia  Steinwachs chair-
man; Miss Gilda Maccalini,
secretary; Sister John Bosco
Boss, vice chairman; and Sister

St. Luke Hardy, treasurer.

The first order of business was
a report from Sister Roberta
Tierney, the association’s repre-
sentativé to the Rochester Dj(_)-
cesan Federation of Catholic
School . Administrators. . The

Federation is a loosely knit group
of representatives from different
RACSA

aggociations  like
throughout the diocese.

Sister Roberta said the Fed-

eration acted "as .a. ‘‘so

is the greatest.

I wantto be 4 partof the love and work of todal
Enclosed is my giftof $

body” to Father Daniel Brent,
diocesan superintendent  of
schools. It is a coordinating

team of educational advisers to _

Fa_ther Brent.

Next, Sister Eleanor Volpe,
past chairman, proposed that
, any- speakers who were invited
by-the association should receive

a stipend. A motion was made,
seconded, and passed with a

nearly unanimous vote.

The sisters then divided them-
selves into discussion groups on
- goal setting. The results of their
brainstorming sessions will be
reported at-the October meeting.
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APPOINTMENT

Fatﬁer Daniel J. McCarthy
of the Sacred ‘Hearts Fathers,

new pastor of Ss. Peter and Paul,
Rochester, has=been named dio-
cesan director of the Apostle-
ship of Prayer, the pastoral of-

fice announced recently.
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