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What Co-Pastors 
Think of Concept 

M s g r . M u l c a b y , B i s h o p H o g a n , B i s h o p M c C a f f e r t y . 

Regionalization Progressing 
O n M o n d a y a f t e r n o o n , S e p t . 

18, the prime movers of the Year 
of R e n e w a l g a t h e r e d a t C a m p 
S t e l l a M a r i s for a p r o g r e s s r e p o r t 

on r e g l o n a j l z a t i o n . 

P r e s e n t w e r e B i s h o p J o s e p h L. 
H o g a n , A u x i l i a r y B i s h o p s D e n n i s 
W. H i c k e y a n d J o h n E . M c -
C a f f e r t y , M s g r . D o n a l d J . M u l -
c a b y , F a t h e r D a n i e l H o l l a n d , 

a n d t h e 10 r e g i o n a l c o o r d i n a t o r s 
of t h e d i o c e s e a n d t h e i r a s s o 
c i a t e s . 

At the meeting. Bishop Hog
an announced that he and Dish-
o p s H i c k e y a n d M c C a f f e r t y wi l l 
b e c o n d u c t i n g d a y s of p r a y e r fo r 
p r i e s t s iii e a c h r e g i o n t h r o u g h 
out t h e Y e a r of R e n e w a l . H e 
s a i d t h a t h e s e e s g r e a t h o p e fo r 
t h e Y e a r of R e n e w a l a n d e m p h a 
s i zed h i s w i s h t h a t e v e r y p a r i s h 

have a council. 
H e a l s o u r g e d t h e c o o r d i n a t o r s 

to give the strongest support 
p o s s i b l e t o t h e Y e a r of R e n e w a l 
in t h e r e g i o n s , 

d i s t a n c e s b e t w e e n p a r i s h e s . 

M o n r o e C o u n t y N o r t h e a s t i s 
h e a d e d b y F a t h e r F r e d e r i c k 

Bush. He said that all parishes 
h a v e p a r i s h c o u n c i l s o r a t l e a s t 
formation committees, Two re
ligion teacher workshops, plus 

t r a i n i n g s e s s i o n s for p a r i s h 

council members are planned. 
F a t h e r J o h n H a y e s of . C a y u g a 

and Seneca counties said that 
g r e a t s p i r i t w a s s h o w n a t t h e 

beginning of the Year of Re-
( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 8) 

c o o r d i n a t o r s g a v e 

Of 
r e -
b i s 

R e g i o n a l 

p r o g r e s s r e p o r t s . 

rather Elmer McDonald 
M o n r o e C o u n t y S o u t h w e s t 
p o r t e d t h a t e v e r y p a r i s h in 

district has at least a parish 
c o u n c i l f o r m a t i o n c o m m i t t e e , 

and that ttiey are well on the 
w a y to a r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n s t e e r i n g 
c o m m i t t e e of p r i e s t s , s i s t e r s , 

and laity. 
F a t h e r E u g e n e E m o of t h e L iv

i n g s t o n a n d S t e u b e n C o u n t y 
r e g i o n s a i d t h a t t h e f lood s i t u a -

lion Has glowed up development 
of p a r i s h c o u n c i l s i n t h e a r e a . H e 
f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t #the c o o p e r a 
t ion of p e o p l e h a s s h o w n t h e va l 
u e of a r e g i o n a l a p p r o a c h . 

M o n r o e C o u n t y N o r t h w e s t ' s 
F a t h e r T h o m a s R e d d i n g t o n r e 
p o r t e d g r e a t p r o g r e s s , - e s p e c i a l l y 
on t h e r e g i o n a l l e v e l . H i s r e g i o n 

is moving along very quickly 
a n d h a s e s t a b l i s h e d r e g i o n a l 
c o m m i t t e e s of e d u c a t i o n , w o r 
s h i p a n d h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t . 

F a t h e r R o b e r t S m i t h , c o o r d i n a 

t o r for O n t a r i o , Y a t e s a n d W a y n e 
C o u n t i e s , i s c o n d u c t i n g a m o n t h 
ly e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m in m o d 
e r n t h e o l o g y fo r p r i e s t s . A l so , a 
p u l p i t e x c h a n g e p r o g r a m is un
d e r w a y . F a t h e r S m i t h e m p h a 
s i zed t h e n e e d for a b e t t e r fin
a n c i a l p l a n t o s u p p o r t r e g i o n a l 
i z a t i o n . 

Father Douglas Hoffman of 
Monroe County North reported 
tfae e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a r e g i o n a l 

steering cpmittee' with mem» 
b e r s h i p f r o m e a c h p a r i s h w i t h i n 
t h e r e g i o n . ?V p ro f i l e of e a c h p a r 
i sh i s b e i n g p r e p a r e d . 

F a t h e r A l b e r t R y a n , c o o r d i n 
a t o r fo r T o m p k i n s a n d T i o g a 
c o u n t i e s , s a i d t h a t c o u n c i l s a r e 
d e v e l o p i n g s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , b u t 
p r o b l e m s a r e b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d 
r e g i o n a l l y b e c a u s e of thf r g r e a t 
C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l 

F a t h e r s E d w a r d P a l u m b o s ; W i l l i a m F l y n n , a s s i s t -

ant chancellor; John Piiilipps at meeting of Re-
f p i o n a l c o o r d i n a t o r s . 

T h e f i r s t off icial ly a p p o i n t e d 

co-pastors in the diocese feel 
t h a t t h e n e w s y s t e m is a n " e m i 
n e n t l y w o r k a b l e 0 s y s t e m " r e 
f l ec t ive of t h e C h u r c h a t l a r g e 
s i n c e V a t i c a n I I p u t s t r e s s on 

shared responsibility, collegial-
i t y a n d a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . 

In June 1970, Bishop Joseph 
H o g a n a p p o i n t e d F a t h e r s R a y 
m o n d Boo th a n d L a u r e n c e T r a c y 

to the new position of "co-pas-
t o r " a t t h e C h u r c h of O u r L a d y 

of Mount Carmel. 
F a t h e r s R o b e r t K r e c k e l a n d P . 

P a u l B r e n n a n w o r k a s c o - p a s 
t o r s a t I m m a c u l a t e C o n c e p t i o n , 

but were not appointed as such. 
" W e w e r e n e v e r off ic ia l ly a p 

p o i n t e d , " F a t h e r B r e n n a n s a i d , 
"but we did receive a letter from 
B i s h o p H o g a n r e c o g n i z i n g a s 
l a w w h a t h a s b e e n a f ac t for 

several years." 
F a t h e r T r a c y e m p h a s i z e d t h a t 

the new setup is part of a move-
m e n t t o w a r d j o i n t d e c i s i o n - m a k -

ing process, or collegiality. 
B i s h o p D e n n i s W. H i c k e y , e x 

e c u t i v e s e c r e t a r y of t h e p r i e s t ' s 
p e r s o n n e l b o a r d , e x p l a i n e d t h e 

thinking behind the new system. 
" T h e b i g t h i n g i s g i v i n g y o u n g 

men responsibility earlier in 
l ife. In t h e old s y s t e m of p a s t o r -

assistant pastor, responsibility 
c a m e a t 40 o r 50 y e a r s of a g e . " 

The auxiliary bishop said. 
" T h e r e w a s a c e r t a i n u n h a p p i -
ness under the earlier system, 
it can't be denied." 

After a year and a half as co-
pastors. Fathers Booth and 
T r a c y . r e c o m m e n d e d : " M o r e 

experimentation in different 
k i n d s of p a r i s h e s a n d p e r m i s 

s i o n for c o - p a s t o r s t o c h o o s e 

each other as well as the parish 
t h e y w i s h t o w o r k in t o g e t h e r — 

In so far as the heed's of the 
C h u r c h p e r m i t . " 

T h e s e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s h a v e , 
b e e n a d o p t e d a n d w e r e p u t in to , 

p r a c t i c e t o fill t h e v a c a n c y left a t 

St_ Joseph's, Penfielu, upon 
F a t h e r J o h n D . M a l l e y ' s r e s i g n a 
t i on . ,'. 

B e f o r e a n y a r r a n g e m e n t s c a n 
b e m a d e for c o - p a s t o r s , t h e p a r 
i sh c o u n c i l i s c o n s u l t e d . . If i t 
v o t e s a g a i n s t t h e c o n c e p t , t h a t 
i s t h e e n d of i t . S t . J o s e p h ' s p a r 
i sh c o u n c i l a c c e p t e d t h e i d e a of 
c o - p a s t o r s . 

F a t h e r K r e c k e l f ee l s . " I t i s a 
s h a m e i t i s n ' t d o n e e v e r y p l a c e , 

it makes for a much healthier, 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o 

men." ' e 
" A s s i s t a n t p a s t o r d e s i g n a t e s a 

whole different relationship," 
s a i d F a t h e r K r e c k e l , c a l l i n g i t a 
" f a t h e r - s o n r e l a t i o n s h i p . " 

"Under the co-pastorate sys-* 
t e rn y o u d o n ' t feel y o u a r e w o r k 
i n g for t h e p a s t o r , b u t for t h e 
p a r i s h . " 

"A co-pastorate sets a wnole 
d i f f e r en t m o o d for a p a r i s h , " h e 
c o n t i n u e d . " T h e s e t u p is n o t 

h i e r a c h i c a l a n d t h e p e o p l e t h e r e 
fore b e c o m e m o r e v o c a l . I t i s 

the parish council's Job-TEo pro-.. 
v i d e a v e h i c l e for a s s u m i n g r e -

sponsibility that is the people's 
in t h e f i r s t p l a c e , " F a t h e r K r e c k 
el s a i d , s p e a k i n g of I m m a c u l a t e 
C o n c e p t i o n ' s p a r i s h c o u n c i l , e s - • 
t a b l i s h e d in 1967. 

F a t h e r K r e c k e l d i s a g r e e s w i t h 
t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t h a t co -

pastors be allowed to choose 
t h e i r o w n p a r t n e r s . H e d o e s n ' t 
like the idea of friends teaming 
u p , " I t s h o u l d b e b a s e d on t h e 
ab i l i t y of p e o p l e to w o r k to
g e t h e r , " h e s a i d , 

F a t h e r Boo th a g r e e s t h a t 

friends, "two men of the same 
a g e l eve l a n d t h o u g h t p a t t e r n s , " 
s h o u l d n o t t e a m u p . 

" I t d e p e n d s on t h e m a t u r i t y of 

priests to choose someone di-
v e r s e f r o m t h e m s e l v e s , k e e p i n g 

the good of the people as their 
p r i m a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n , " ex 
p l a i n e d F a t h e r B o o t h . 

Conference 
On Unborn 
Scheduled 

A S p e c i a l C o n f e r e n c e of Con
c e r n fo r t h e U n b o r n c a l l e d b y 

Bishop Joseph L Hogan is scried-
t i led t o d a y a t S t . A g n e s H i g h 
School a n d t o m o r r o w a t S t . C a s -

i m l r ' s C h u r c h i n E l m i r a . 
B i s h o p H o g a n c a l l e d t h e c o n 

f e r e n c e for a l l d i o c e s a n s i n v o l v e d 
i n C a t h o U c e d u c a t i o n b e c a u s e 

"abortion is fast becoming an 
a c c e p t e d w a y of Ufe i n N e w Y o r k 

State. And because it paves the 
w a y for a t t a c k s on h u m a n life 
t h a t a r e e v e n m o r e ch i l l i ng , 

such as infanticide and active 
e u t h a n a s i a . * ' 

Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Willke, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y k n o w n e x p e r t s on 
h u m a n s e x u a l i t y ; M r s . M a r j o r y 
Mecklenburg, president of Min
nesota Citizens Concerned for 
Life, and Bishop Hogan will be 
m a i n s p e a k e r s of t h e c o n f e r e n c e . 

The educators will meet at St. 
Agnes High School from 9:30 
a . m . t o n o o n ; f r o m 1: 30 t o 4 p . m - , 

'andWo-t6WiBp.nl. '"•' 
T h e m e e t i n g s a t S t . C a s i m i r ' s 

will be irom 1:30 to 4 p.m. and 
f r o m 8 t o 10:30 p . m . 

B i s h o p H o g a n wi l l i n t r o d u c e 
e a c h of t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n s a n d 
will be available throughout the 
day for private and public dis
cussions; ••'• '•• 

What Do You Think 

... about Co-Pastorates? 
B y C H A R L E S R A N D I S I 

T h e r e a l r e a d y a r e t w o p a r i s h e s 

in the Rochester diocese being 
r u n b y c o - p a s t o r s : I m m a c u l a t e 
C o n c e p t i o n , w i t h F a t h e r s R o b e r t 

Kreckel and Paul Brennan, and 
O u r L a d y of M o u n t C a r m e l , w i t h 

Fathers Raymond Booth and 
L a u r e n c e T r a c y . S t . J o s e p h ' s in 
P e n f i e l d wil l s o o n h a v e c o - p a s -

tors, Fathers Walter Wainwright 
a n d W i l l i a m G o r d i n i e r . 

L a s t w e e k I a s k e d * p e o p l e 
a r o u n d t h e d i o c e s e , " W h a t d o 
you think of the co-pastor sys
tem?" 

F a t h e r W i l l i a m A m a n n , a s s o c i 

a t e p a s t o r a t O u r L a d y of M e r c y 
p a r i s h in G r e e c e , s a i d , " I t ' s a 

great idea, where the situation 
w a r r a n t s i t . " F a t h e r A m a n n 

said that it might be beneficial 
i n l a r g e p a r i s h e s w h e r e t h e r e i s 
a n e e d for d i v e r s e t a l e n t s t h a t 
two men might handle more 
c a p a b l y t h a n o n e . 

However, Father Amann said 
t h a t t h e m e n m u s t b e " c o m p a t i 
b l e " a n d m u s t h a v e " a g r e e d t o : 

t h e s i t u a t i o n . " 

A n o t h e r a d v a n t a g e t o . a c o -
p a s t o r p r o g r a m , F a t h e r A m a n n 
s a i d , i s t h a t " i t g i v e s a m a n t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y h e s e e k s l o n g b e 
f o r e h e ' i s w o r n o u t . U s u a l l y a 
p r i e s t wi l l h a v e t o w a i t u n t i ^ h e 

W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 2 7 , 1 9 7 2 

h a s b e e n a p r i e s t for 30 y e a r s b e 
fo re h e i s a p a s t o r . " , Wi th co-
p a s t o r s , h e s a i d , y o u n g p r i e s t s 

have a better opportunity for re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

Father Paul Schnaeky, associ-
a t e p a s t o r a t H o l y R e d e e m e r , 
said that tie thought it was a 
goojd i d e a , " e s p e c i a l l y in " t h e 
l a r g e r p a r i s h e s , b e c a u s e of t h e 
multiple burdens and responsi
bilities." However, he said, 
"You'd have to get two people' 
w h o c o m p l e m e n t e a c h o t h e r in 
o r d e r for t h e s y s t e m to w o r k 

well" 
F a t h e r F r a n c i s E r b , a s s o c i a t e ; 

p a s t o r a t S t . A n t h o n y of P a d u a 

in R o c h e s t e r ^ s a i d , " I t h i n k co-
p a s t o r s h i p s a r e a l l r i g h t for p a r 
t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n s , w i t h p a r t i c u 
l a r p r o b l e m s , s u c h a s t h o s e a t 
Mount Carmel, and I generally 
a g r e e w i t h t h e c o n c e p t b e h i n d 
c o - p a s t o r s . 

"But I don't think you can 
c o m e o u t p o i n t - b l a n k a n d s a y 

that from now on every parish 
w i t h t w o . o r m o r e p r i e s t s m u s t 
h a v e c o - p a s t o r s . T h e r e a r e n ' t a n y 
r e a l d i s a d v a n t a g e s t o t h e s y s t e m 
if t h e p r o b l e m s a r e h a s h e d o u t 
in a d v a n c e . B e f o r e I w o u l d con
s i d e r t a k i n g on a c o - p a s t o r s h i p , 
I w o u l d h a v e t o Ju iow w h a t t h e 
a r e a s of a g r e e m e n t a r e f i r s t . " 

F a t h e r F r e d e r i c k - E i s e m a n , 

a s s o c i a t e p a s t o r a t O u r M o t h e r 

of S o r r o w s in G r e e c e , w a s t h e 
o n l y p r i e s t t o w h o m I t a l k e d 

that felt negatively about co-
p a s t o r s , " I ' m v e r y m u c h a g a i n s t 
t h e , i d e a , " h e s a i d . 

H e fel t t h a t t h e s i n g l e pastor* 

idea should remain in order to 
k e e p " u n i t y in t h e p a r i s h . " 

T h o m a s Burke , f o r m e r p r e s i 
d e n t of I m m a c u l a t e C o n c e p 
t i o n ' s p a r i s h counc i l , d i s a g r e e d 

with Father Eiseman's thinking. 
, " In a c t u a l i t y , i t h a s w o r k e d ex 
c e l l e n t l y a t I m m a c u l a t e , " h e 
s a i d . " T h e p a s t o r a l f u n c t i o n s 
a r e n o t m e r e l y t i t u l a r , a n d t h e r e 
is a c o o p e r a t i v e s p i r i t . 

" I t h i n k t h e o v e r a l l e f fec t of 
the system is more unity-build
ing than disunifying," he added. 
The model set by two people 
w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r , n o t s u p e r i o r 
a n d i n f e r io r , b u t e q u a l s , h a s 
benefitted the people of our 
parish. It sets for the parish.a 
t o n e of c o o p e r a t i o n . " 

~Dr . -Robert M c L a u g h l i n , a p r o 
f e s s o r a t S t . J o h n F i s h e r C o l l e g e , 

who has also worked on the Im
maculate Conception parish 
council, said, "The co-pastor 
s y s t e m (is v a l u a b l e in o v e r c o m i n g 
t h e b i n d s of s o m e p r i e s t s . M a n y 
d o n o t g e t a c h a n c e a t e x e r c i s i n g 
the i r^ a u t h o r i t y un t i l l a t e m i d d l e 

( C o n t i n u e d on P a g e 8) 
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