
Pastoral Perspective By Bishop Joseph L. Hogan 

Lest We Forget— Attica Revisited 
One of the mos t blessed of our God-

given faculties is our m e m o r y — t h a t holy 
sanc tuary of our spir i t wherein we s tore the 

records of ou r exper i 
ences . Some a re like p rec
ious g e m s — t r ea su red 
m o m e n t s we cher i sh , 
which we love to re-ex
amine unde r the light of 
conscious recal l . They re
flect the br ightness of 
days without lus te r — m o 
m e n t s which haun t us 
with the tempta t ion to 
bury them forever in the 
g r ave of oblivion beyond 

L all recal l . 

Such is our temptation on this first an
n iversary of the t r agedy of Attica — days 
we would love to forget but days we must 
r e m e m b e r despi te the pain of recal l . The 

days that have followed the darkness of 
las t Sep tember have only served to con
firm m e in m y initial analysis of the fate
ful events — an evaluat ion labeled by some 

as the vision of a blind man. 
I find myself on this first anniversary as 

a m a n still searching for a way to end the 
cycle of injustice and violence which s eems 
to hold a death gr ip upon our p resen t a g e . 
Anger, injustice, long-term suffering, 
b ru ta l oppression of the weak , cynicism 
and des t ruct ive violence continue with the 
regular i ty of night following d a y . Munich, 
North I re land, Vietnam, Attica — a l i fo rm a 
l i tany of inhumani ty born of a common 
root. All the while, we who feel justified 
a s t h e good people of our society rejoicing 
in our immuni ty from oppress ion .are hor
rified by its inevitable senselessness and 
cruel consequences . 

I am terrified by violence and its special 

power to destroy the spir i t of m a n . I t allows 
no opportunity for p rayer , reflection, mu
tual sha r ing and unders tanding. It offers 
no solution to injustice. 

I a m equally a l a r m e d a t all the neglect , 
the cold and calculated and repeated acts 
of injustice that lead to the despera te at
t e m p t of m e n to m a k e their voices heard in 
a c ry for l iberation from the forces in our 

society that enslave them. 
Our Christian vocation calls all of us to 

a special concern for the imprisoned — to 
reverence for their basic r ights and dig
nity a s children of God. The prophet J e r e 
m i a h thundered a chal lenge to all of us who 
might easily succumb to apa thy and indif
ference to Attica and to the disturbing and 
impor tan t questions it has ra ised and about 
which we da re not r ema in silent: 

' 'When aU the pr isoners in a country 
are crushed and trampled underfoot 
When a m a n ' s r ights a r e overr idden in 

defiance 
of the Most High 
When a m a n is deprived of jus t ice 
does not the Lord see i t ? " 

The m e m o r y of Attica — m a y i t r ema in with 
us a lways a s a haunt ing challenge to take 
an honest look a t our prisons — and hav
ing hea rd the t ru th , ac t as the Lord would 
have us act . 

I offer this medi ta t ion as a basis for a 
renewed mission to our human family im
prisoned: 

• The re m u s t be open cooperation and 
communication between the community 
from which the imprisoned comes and the 
institution of his confinement. In dark
ness and secrecy institutions tend to be
come oppressive. Many smal l injustices 

and indignities add up to a crushing and 
intolerable burden for the h u m a n spir i t . 
The painful s t ruggle to main ta in hope and 
self-respect, the severance of t ies of love of 
family and friends, the frustration of ex
pectation of decent work — these a r e prob
lems often ignored as we send a m a n to 
prison and quickly forget him. 

• We need an ombudsman commission in 
each prison before whom gr ievances can be 
prompt ly a i red and acted upon. 

• VVe need m o r e legislators endowed 
with honesty, m e n of principle with a s ense 
of compassion in the laws they enact , m e n 
who will manifes t this concern by visit ing 
the imprisoned. 

• We need, above all , a r e tu rn to an age 
of reverence . If t he re is no respec t for the 
m a n in prison, we cannot expec t h i m to 
grow a s a person. If t he re Ig no respec t for 
guardjs, how can we exnee\them to be any
thing but inhuman? 

• WJe need to r e m e m b e r t h a t a l i of us a r e 
persons with a unique God-given dignity 
despite the myster ious combi nation of 
goodness and evil which is our common 
personal exper ience . I a m confident tha t 
there is sufficient good will in ail of us to 
resolve tha t our goodness will p reva i l and 
we will unite to end ha t red and revenge 
in our society. 

• Let us never forget tha t our lack of re 
solve to defend by word and deed the dig
nity of any m a n , is an endorsement of the 
inevitable consequences — the spread of 
violence. 

May the Memory of Attica offer all of us 
the grace of conversion. And seeing the 
harsh real i ty of its t r agedy — " H a r d e n not 
your hearts." 

The Slot Man 

Must We Always 'Get Even1 ? 
By Carmen Viglucci 

Repr isa l is an ugly word. It ranks with 
words such a s gluttony, be t raya l , sordid, 
tha t immedia te ly s t r ike ah unp leasan t 
chord in a l istener, 

In addition to the p r ime horror of vioi-
lence such a s a t Attica and in Munich 
there seems a lways to be the subsidiary 
inanity of a compulsion to repr isa l . McKay 
Commission repor t tells of bea t ings of 
inmates tha t took place after the insur
rection. 

Besides being intrinsically wrong such 
repr isa l se rves no purpose — it, in fact, 
probably adds to the possibility of future 
trouble. 

The senseless m u r d e r s a t Munich a r e 
followed by equally senseless re ta l ia tory 
a t t acks a s the vicious cycle of ha te , re
venge, retal iat ion, repr i sa l continues to 
whip away chances for peace in the Mid
eas t . 

Repr isa l is an in tegra l pa r t of the m a d 
ness tha t keeps the V i e n a m War going. 
The fear of retaliation by North Vie tnam
ese when and if the South is unable to de
fend itself is a p r ime reason given for con
tinuation of the wa r . 

We should dwell on a biblical lesson in 

the story of Gethsemani : 

"And behold, one of those who were 
with J e sus reached out his hand, drew his 
sword and s t ruck the se rvant of the high 
priest , cutting off his ear . Then Jesus said 
to him, 'Pu t back thy sword into its place; 
for all those who take the sword will perish 
by the sword. ' " 

With a touch Je sus replaced the ea r of 
one who was playing a role in His event
ual execution. 

A lesson for all of us . Now. 

Editorial 

Southern Tier Shivers at Thought of Winter 
The t ime of the y e a r has a r r ived when 

normal ly it would be appropr ia te and r e 
freshing to pay heed to the splendor of 
high blue skies , c r i sp days and the vivid 
hues of changing foliage. 

But this is an a b n o r m a l yea r for m a n y 
in our diocese, particularly for those 
who live in the Southern Tier where the 
J u n e flood h a s swept as ide the usua l 
pursui ts and casua l enjoyments of life. 
F o r those people the adven t of chil l , 
wea the r is a dire sign — m a n y homes a r e 
no longer p repa red to wi ths tand n o r m a l 
cold not to mention the ons laught of New 
Yprk Sta te win te r s . 

The cr i t ica l t ime for get t ing homes 
"winterized" is listed as from Oct. 5 to 
Oct. 15. G a s and electr ic companies a r e 
alert to the problem, with at least one, 
Corning N a t u r a l G a s , scheduling ex t r a 
shifts to m e e t the c r i s i s . 

Small Business Administrat ion lofens 
a r e "available to homeowners , the Army 
Corps 6f Eng inee r s will r epa i r or rep lace 
furnaces, fix doors, look over electrical 
work. 

Other public agencies a r e t rying — 
the C h a m b e r of Commerce in Corning, 

"*- for instance, is providing heat ing and 
plumbing con t rac to r s to m e e t the needs. 

The cr is is , however, is even g rea t e r 
than such combined efforts and both 
F r a n k Pa t t e r son in E l m i r a and F a t h e r 
P e t e r B a y e r in Corning, the diocesan 
coordinators for flood recovery, point to 
Operation Rebuild a s a p r ime necessity. 

This is a p r o g r a m whereby organiza
tions in o ther p a r t s of the diocese, parish 
or o therwise , m a y a d o p t ! a par t icu la r 
family and its home in the flood belt and 

see to their needs. r 

F inancia l resource is not a prerequis i te 
for this kind of help but the willingness 
to give t ime and effort is . Contact the 
Office of Human Development if your 
organization can help. Telephone 328-
6400. 

Another major need is for volunteer 
professional help from elect r ic ians , 
p lumbers , ca rpen te rs , those capable of 
working on dry wall, of repair ing warped 
doors. A crying, human need exists for 
such help. Again the Office of H u m a n 
Development should be contacted. 
Telephone 328-6400. 

The t ime is now. Fo r many , the usually 
welcome cool and colorful respite of au
tumn will m e a n only discomfort and the 
dread realization tha t a possibly deadly 
winter is close a t hand. 
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