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Jimmy Breslin

Who's Sorry Now?

Catholic Press Features

New York — The author of a
comic novel about the Mafia,
““The Gang That Couldn't Shoot
Straight,” now believes that any
work that casts the Mafia as
glamerous and likeable is the re-
sult of “*demented thinking,”” and
should be labeled pornography.

In a public breastbeating, syn-
dicated columnist Jimmy Breslin
confessed, *‘I learn slowly,”
shortly after two innocent men
were accidentally Killed by Mafia
gunmen in a Manhattan restau-
rant.

Breslin, whose novel was bafed
on the Gallo Brothers, saidi he
could easily see how the aim-
dental Kkilling could be turned
into one more warm Lhdpter in
someone's book about the Matia.

[

“The moron who did the shoot-
ing had been sent in with instruc-
tions to kill the four men at the
bar.,” Breslin wrote. ‘“The four
who were supposed to be at the
bar, four Mafia hoodlums from
Brooklyn, minutes before had de-
cided to go back to a table. Their
places at the. bar ,were taken by
(four) busine$smen and their
wives,

“In the dramatic lore of the
Mafia, as recorded by the frauds
who write books about it, the
gunman will go down as a hero
because he did not shoot any of
the women. The gunman had
proper fespect for family."’

Referring to himself and other
writers who have ‘“‘earned enor-
mous sums of money writing
about the Mafia,”” Breslin said
their works should be classified
as pornography.

“The widow of Max Tekelch
(one of the men shot by mistake)
would be sickened at The God-
father and consider Mario Puzo a
writer of hardcore pornography.”
he wrote. '‘She would be correct.
Just as correct as she would be,
in saying Jimmy Breslin's The
Gang  That Couldn’t  Shoot
Straight was the préduct of _de-
mented thinking, Gay Talese%
Honor Thy Father was juvenile
and sickening, and Peter Maas’
The Valachi Papers a sluggish
attempt at truth.”

Breslin said that the accidental

“shooting and the funerals and

sorrow that followed ‘'show that
all we have been doing/is writ-
ing porno books that-sell for
porno movies. There ig not even
the faintest grain of truth in The

Godfather. It is the worst pack

‘The Gang That
Couldn’t Shoot
Straight was
the product of
demented thinking.’
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of lies 1 ever went through. In

my book, The Gang That
Couldn’t Shoot Straight, you had
a writer having fup about mur-
ders in the street., How do you
like it? How do you like what 1

thipk is funny?”

“Thefe should be from now
on,” he added, '‘only one way Lo
describe the Mafia — as a pack

<

of criminally insane people
whose great murder schemes of
book and film fame become in
real life as well-planned as auto
accidents.”’

Referring to the mistaken-
identity shootings in which the
two men: were Killed and two
others seriously wounded, Bres-
lin wrote:

. They said to a gunman,
go msxd¢ and shoot the four
people at the bar. Which the gun-
man did without knowing who
the people were. Think of this
when youl see those last scenes in
The Godfather.”

Breslin said that the major
fault of books and films relating
to the Mafia is that they fail to
stress.the Mafia's main business:
heroin.

“In my time I have never met,
séen or heard of anybody in the
Mafia who was not involved
somehow in selling heroin,” he
wrote. "It is the only business of
the Mafia; everything else is sub-
sidiary today. They tell you they
are bookmakers and shylocks.
Their money comes from her-
oin.”’

Turning again to books and
films about the Mafia, Breslin
continued:

‘I read vaguely about narcotics
in The Godfather. The other
side, the bad guys, were into it.
Not the heroes of the book. Beau-
tiful. In The Gang That Couldn't
Shoot Straight, there are one or
two passing references to nar-
cotics selling. But you cowldn’t
make a big thing of it. Whoever

heard of amusing narcotics ped-
dlers? 'No movie in that.’

*‘Inp Honor Thy Father (a book
about the Bonanno family), I
don’'t even think the writer
bothered to put down how these
people actually made their
money. A travesly. The heroes
in the book sell heroin, always
have.”

Aquinas Offers
Ceramics Course
For Adults

A ceramic course for adults,
emphasizing original design
and the use of the potter’s wheel,
will be offered at Aquinas In-
stitute during the Fall semester.

Father J. L. Cullen will teach
a limited class Monday evenings,
6:30-9, for 12 weeks, beginning
Sept. 18. There will be a fee.

Further information may be

obtained by calling the school,
254-2020.
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Monroe has always paid
the TOP INTEREST RATES

We still do!

You've heard a lot lately about ‘‘new higher effective annual yield”” on savings accounts. This
has resulted from a change in Federal banking regulations which lets us calculate your interest in
a different way. What this means to you is that your savings can now earn more per year than

The chart below explains exactly what has happened to ANNUAL INTEREST RATES (they have
not changed) and to EFFECTIVE ANNUAL YIELD PERCENTAGES (they have changed).

Type of Basic Annual FORMER PRESENT
Savings Account Interest Rate Effective Effective
(UNCHANGED) Annual Yield Annual Yield
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Your savings grow at Monroe at the top interest rates.
NOBODY PAYS HIGHER!
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. Please open a Savings Account as indi-

[ 8% 2 1o 5-year Certificate®

{J 5% Daily Interest Account

(] 5%% 1 to 2-year Certificate®

] 5% Regular Savings Account

(name of benseficiary)

l E] individual Account ] Trust Account for

] Joint Account with
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(name¢ of co-owner)

Wednesday, September 6, 1972
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Name

City

It not convenient to come in, fill out coupon and mail to Monroe Savings Bank, Rochester, N. Y. 14604.

—Address.

State

Social Security No.

Send monsy order or check. If you send cash, use registersd mail.
# $100 minimum deposit on Certificates.
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