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Comment On 
Statement 
Editor: 

A r emark made by Joseph J . 
Murray m his let ter published in 
your issue of Aug. 23 calls for 
comment . 

Mr. Murray is disturbed by the 
idea of receiving Holy Commun­
ion in the hand. It is true that the 
American bishops have lately 
voted not to request permission 
for this. But to charge those who 
ask to receive Communion thus 
with "a morta l sin when not done 
in ignorance, and done deliber­

a te ly" , is to go too far. We should 
recall that a morta l sin, by defini­
tion, requires "gr ievous m a t t e r . " 
If reception of Communion in 
the hand were of itself grievous­
ly sinful, thej bishops would not 
even have brought the m a t t e r up 
for a vote. Obviously, Com­
munion undqr this guise is a 
m a t t e r of discipline, i.e. a regu­
lation. 

Reception in the hand ra ther 
than on the tongue was the an­
cient pract ice in the Church; 

and this is clearly implied in the 
t reat ise On the Lapsed written 
by St. Cyprian of Car thage in the 
middle of the third century. 
There a r e a rgument s both for 
and against reviving it a t this 

FR. ALBERT SHAMON 

Word For 
Sunday 

Sunday Readings: (Rl) Ez. 33: 7-9 
(R2) Rom. 13:8-10. (R3) Mt. 
18:15-20. 

The refrain between the Sun­
day ' s Readings is, " H e a r his 
voice. Harden not your hea r t s . " 
Bishop Hogan has \ ca l l ed us to 
the work of renewal. One per­
son who heard his voice has al­
ready asked, "Why do" we^ need 
renewal?" * 

When our Lord talked of the 
Kingdom of God, He used par­
ables. Theodore Wedel long ago 
used a parable which, i think, 
answers the questions about re­
newal. 

On a dangerous seacoast 
where shipwrecks often oc­
cur there was once a crude 
little lifesaving station. The 
building was just a hut, and 
there was only one boat, but 
the few devoted m e m b e r s 
kept a constant watch over 
the sea, and with-: no thought 
for themselves went out day 
and night tirelessly search­
ing for the lost. Many lives 
were saved by this <wonder-
ful little station, so that it be-

• camc famous. Some of those 
who were saved, and varfyais 
others in the surrounding 
area,! wanted to become as­
sociated with the station 
and give of their t ime and 
money and effort for the sup­
port of its work. New boats 
were bought and new crews 
trained. The little lifesaving 
station grew. i 

Some of the m e m b e r s of the 
lifesaving station were un­
happy that the building was 
so crude and poorly equip­
ped. They felt that a more 
comfortable place should be 
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provided as the first refuge 
of those saved from the sea. 
They, replaced the emergency 
cots with beds and put bet ter 
furniture in the enlarged 
building. 

Now the lifesaving station be­
came a popular gather ing 
place for its m e m b e r s , and 
they decorated it beaufifully 
and furnished it exquisitely, 
because they used it as a sort 
of club. 

t ime. I myself prefer the cur­
rent pract ice. Should it eventu­
ally be permit ted, however (and 
it would doubtless be on an op­
tional basis , a s in Canada , where 
permission has caused no par­
t icular stir) we should bea r in 
mind that it is not something 
strange and new, but something 
old and not a t all, of itself, ir­
reverent . 

Mr. Murray speaks improperly 
when he says the issue involves 
not only the reception of Com-

munionf in the hand, but its re-
ception while kneeling. This is 
asking more than the Church 
asks. The instruction Eucharis t l -
cum Mysterium issued by the 
Holy See on May 25, 1967, says 
"In accordance with the custom 
of the Chureh, Communion may 
be received by the faithful ei ther 
kneeling o r s tanding." (par. 34). 
What is enjoined is a sign of rev­
erence on the par t of the com­
municant . If he is kneeling, this 
is a l ready taken ca re of. If he is 
standing, it is "s trongly recom­
mended" that he m a k e a sign of 
reverence. Folded hands would 
surely be one; the bowing of the 
head, another. • 

A number of changes have 
been introduced into the liturgy 

of late, as we are all aware. The 
important thing is to see to it 
that no m a t t e r what the change, 
the new pract ice be, or be made , 
as reverent as the old. I a m sure 
that this is Mr.l Murray ' s basic 
concern, as it is mine. 

F a t h e r Robert F . M c N a m a r a 
St. Bernard's Seminary 

Rochester, New York 

Editor ' s Note: Fa the r McNa­
m a r a is a m e m b e r of The Dioce­
san Liturgical Commission. 

Fewer m e m b e r s were now in­
terested in going to sea on _ . , 
lifesaving missions, so they LfVGterS 
hired lifeboat crews to do this 
work. The lifesaving motif 
still prevailed in this club's 
decoration, and there was a 
liturgical lifeboat in the room 
where the club initiations 
were held. 

Help Church 
Editor: 
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About this t ime a large ship 
was wrecked off the coast, 
and the hired crews brought 
in boat loads of cold, wet, 
and half-drowned people. 
They were dirty and sick and 
some of them had black skin 
and some had yellow skin. 
The beautiful new club was in 
chaos. So-the property com­
mittee immediately had a 
shower house built outside 
the club where, victims of 
shipwreck could be cleaned 
up before coming inside. 
At the next meeting, there 
was a split in the club mem­
bership. Most of the m e m b e r s 
wanted to stop the club's life-
saving activities as being un­
pleasant and a hindrance to 
the normal social life of the 
club. Some .member s insisted 
upon lifesaving as their pr im­

a r y purpose and pointed out 
that they were still called a 
lifesaving "station. But they 
were finally voted down and 
told that if they wanted to 
save the lives of all the var­
ious kinds of people who were 
shipwrecked in those waters , 
they could begin their own 
life saving station down the 
coast. They did. 

As the years went by, the new 
j station experienced the s a m e 
' changes that had occurred 

in the old. It evolved into a 
, club, and yeUanother lifesav­

ing station, was founded. Hist­
ory continued to- repeat it­
self, and if you visit that sea-
coast today, you will find a 

, number of exclusive clubs 
' along that shore. Shipwrecks 

a r e frequent in those wate rs , 
but most of the people drown. 

Why renewal? Why mow the 
lawn? Why wind a watch? Why 
bring a shop into drydfack? 
Why clean house? Why bathe? 
Why buy new clothes? As long 
as the Church is people, she will 
stand in need of renewal . So. 
"harden not your hear t s . Hear 
his voice." , 

In these t imes of financial 
s t ress to our Catholic Church I 
would like to say a word on be­
half of the financial ass is tance 
provided by our local Diet Work­
shop to St. F ranc i s De Sales 
Church in Geneva. This Roch­
ester based organization is op­
erated locally by Mrs. John Mil-
ligan who has acted as instructor 
for the St. Franc is De Sales Diet 
Workshop since March of 1971. 
The Church is compensated on a 
per capita basis in return for 
weekly mention in our bulletin' 
and occasional newspaper pub­
licity. 

in addition to monetary re­
turn, I find that we a r e offering 
a service to their membersh ip 
as well as to the community at 
large. 

I look forward to a long contin­
ued relationship with Diet Work­
shop and wish them every suc­
cess for continued growth and 
service, with our full support 
and assis tance. 

Rev. Gennaro J . Ventura 
St. F ranc i s De Sales 

Geneva 14456 

Candidates 
Political i 

Editor: ' ' 
Dear Sir: ' 

Reading Fa the r Atwell's col­
umn (Courier-Journal 8-23-72) 
disturbed me . I thought it an en­
dorsement of President Nixon. I 
am sure F a t h e r Atwell did not 
intend it as such. Political en­
dorsements have no place in re­
ligious papers unless a moral 
issue is clearly involved. 

Fa the r Atwell alludes to the 
$18,000 slush fund for Mr. Nixon. 
This fupd was raised in 1946. I 
personally know one of the com­
mittee and how it was spent. The 
episode was unsavory but not 
politically unethical . It does il­
lustrate Mr. Nixon's thinking. 

Both Mr. McGovern and Mr. 
Nixon are total political an imals . 
Both will issue s ta tements which 
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they think' will win votes and De 
forgotten by the voters after elec­
tion. 

Mr. Nixon has declared against 
abortion, and for aid to paroch ia l ' 
schools. His statements made, 
headlines and gained Catholic t 
votes. Politically that was t h e ' 
reason for these s ta tements . 

Actually he has no more power 
in these ma t t e r s than the poorest 
voter. Each of us can vote for one 
assemblyman, one s ta te senator, 

one congressman,, and two U.S. 
senators . These a re the only 
people who can pass or defeat 
laws and appropriate necessary 
money. 

Political platforms are adopted 
to influence votes and after elec­
tion a re forgotten. Voters should 
concentrate on the cha rac te r and 
motives of the legislative candi­
dates . Then regardless of party 
affiliation, vote for the men most 
likely to advance the voters ' 
needs. 

Our presidential elections 
seem designed to elect clever 
politicians and poor executives. 
They do not merjJUthe attention 
and money t h e j f ^ i v e . 

Lea T. McCarthy, 
RD 5 Penn Yan, N.Y., 14527 

Looking Back 
90 Years 
Editor: 

I want to send belated congrat­
ulations to Mr. Slot Man on your 
passing the 40 mark a couple of 
weeks ago. I read your interest­
ing column (Courier-Journal 
8-23-72) which prompted me to 
tell you that I, too, celebrated 
my bir thday a couple of weeks 
ago, passing the 90 mark (Aug. 
14). I might say, as you stated, 
in 'a more peaceful e ra with 
Grandma Moses. 

I have many pleasant mem­
ories when there was no discrim­
ination, neighbors were neigh­
borly and helped each other 
when in need. Pa ren t s "ruled 
the roost" and didn' t believe in 
"spar ing the rod" when neces­
sary. " N o " to us kids mean t 
"no" and "yes" imeant "yes." 
We were happy and considered 
it a privilege to be up and out to 
Mass a t 8 a.m. every morning 
before school, regardless of 
dis tance or weatheir. 

Mr. Slot Man, you have missed 
a lot and could write m a n y more 
interesting facts had the stork 
brought you to town in 1882, as 
hej did me , to wonderful par-

nts. 

You missed going to marke t 
and carrying home a half bushel 
of groceries for $1,: when bread 
was 5 cents a loaE (most moth­
ers baked their own), round 
steak 10 cents a pound, sirloin 
(best cut) 12'/i cents , milk 5 
cents a quart , e tc . 

In later years , to be exac t Sept. 
6, 1901, I witnessed the blood 
shed by Pres ident McKinley in 
the Temple of Music a t the P a n 
Am Exposition . . . tha t is, one of 
the unpleasant memor i e s fore­
most in my mind. 

And I agree as our beloved 
Archbishop Sheen said — These 
certainly are exciting times in 
which to live. 

God bless you and many happy 
returns and God keep you in 

good Health to pass trie 90 mark, 
Mrs . Anna M. Lander 

Arkport RD Route 2 
HorneU, N.Y. 14843 

Editor's Note: Our Slot Man 
columnist re turns the sent iment 
to Mrs . Lander . We feel our read­
ers join with us, ' 

On Ambition 
And Pride 
Editor: 

Every man has within him a 
sense of ambition. To a cer ta in 
extent, a healthy ambition is a 
good quality within a man . The 
question well m a y be asked, 
"When is ambition w r o n g ? " 

Ambition is wrong when it is al-
lowed to develop into a cancer 
called selfish pride. 

This cancer caUed selfish 
pride, if not caught in its early 
stages, will spread within a m a n 
and finally* destroy him. Some 
of the charac ters i t ics of this 
cancer a re bi t terness, hate , envy, 
distrust, falsehood, and jealousy. 

There is a cure for the disease, 
however. The cure is called 
"death to self." A difficult un­
dertaking, indeed, but one that 
must be understood and under­
taken by every Christian so that 
he may be frequently inoculated 
with the vaccine-virtue called 
humility. Humility is the only 
sure way to prevent the cancer 
we a r e speaking about. The 
question might be asked, "How 
long a r e we sjusceptible to this 
d i sease?" The answer is from 
the t ime we a re able to reason 
to the time we lose the ability 
to reason. 

Our Lord spoke about this 
question of ambition in St. 

Mark's Gospel (Mk. 10: 3545). 
He seems to be telling us that a 
m a n m a y be ambitious for the 
things of God and ambitious to 
serve others . "Whoever wants 
to rank first among you mus t 
serve the needs of all." 

The man of service finds it 
difficult to be a m a n in authori ty. 
Why? Because he feels the bur­
den of all those he is in author­
ity over. His position causes 
him long hours of the pangs of 
t rue love for others . F o r the 

christian who has Been given 
authority has been given a com­
mission of service, not personal 
eminence. "The Son of Man has 
come to serve , not to be se rved , " 
and this was Christ, God Him­
self speaking. 

It is very easy for modern m a n 
to fall into the t raps of selfish­
ness and ar rogant pride which 
a r e the result of an unhealthy 
ambition. If, however, a m a n 
s tays close to his Lord through 
the Sac ramen t of Reconciliation 
and frequent reception of J e sus 
in the Euchar is t , he will receive 
an adequa te dose of the vaccine-
vir tue, humility. Let the humble 
conduct of our Savior, * Jesus 
Christ, be our inspiration and 
example . Let the words of our 
Example be our motto: "Pray 
always and never lose heart." 

Matthew R. Paratore 
Seminarian frtm the 

Syracuse Diocese 
Becket Hall 

Page 4 


