
Pontiff Reaffirms 
He Will Not design 

f 

Pope Cautions Against 
'Liberation Theology9 

C a s t e l g a n d o l f o ( R N S ) — P o p e 
Pau l VI ' h a s w a r n e d a g a i n s t 
the theories of some "liberation" 
theologians, who, he said, argue 
that any means may be used by 
men seeking freedom from 
oppress ion . 

T h e pontiff, a t his g e n e r a l 
a u d i e n c e Aug . 16 at his s u m m e r 

residence here, "said that the 
"theology-*of l iberat ion" a s sug 
g e s t e d by s o m e Latin A m e r i c a n 

clergymen was defective in its 
a n a l y s e s of current soc ia l prob-

lems. 
H e sa id , that m a n had the r ight 

to be freed from "so many causes 
of suffer ing and from pover ty , 
especially, from its miseries and 
deplorable social conditions." 

Some liberation theologians, 
the pontiff s a i d , s u g g e s t that 

people should resort "even to 
v i o l e n c e " , to free t h e m s e l v e s of 
the oppress ion , wh ich , the theo
log ians s a y , is i m p o s e d upon m e n 
"by capitalism, neo-colonial-
i s m , v i o l e n c e and ^ in jus t i ce ." 
Such a t h e o l o g y is " d e f e c t i v e " 
in its a n a l y s e s , he sa id , and in 
its "categorical accusations" 
about the causes of human mis
ery. 

Then too, he added, "the im
pulsiveness of some of the rem
edies suggested by some libera

t ion t h e o l o g i a n s could wel l p r o v e 
to be not only inadequate , but 

perhaps even harmful." 
Pope Paul did not elaborate 

on the theme. He said it was such 
a "grave and delicate matter" 
that he preferred not to go into, 
it in any depth during his brief 
a d d r e s s . 

"We h a v e m e n t i o n e d it, in 
pass ing , to show that w e a re not 

unconcerned about i t ," the P o p e 
sa id . 

S o m e o b s e r v e r s think that the 
Pope, in his address, may have 
been referr ing ob l ique ly to s u c h 
groups a s the one wh ich m e t 
last May in Santiago, Chile. 

S o m e 400 R o m a n Cathol ic 
priests and laity from Argentina, 
M e x i c o , P e r u , Cuba, and o ther 
Latin American countries, and 
Cathol ic and P r o t e s t a n t observ
e r s from the U.S . , took part in 
a week- long a s s e m b l y , o r g a n i z e d 
by the "Group of 80," a group of 
Chilean Cathol ic pr ie s t s led by 
F t M e r Qonza lo Arroyo, s . J , 

The assembly's final declara
tion called for political action by 
revo lut ionary Chris t ians on the 
p r e m i s e that " c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
was the only valid course to nec
essary social change in Latin 
America." 

Pope Urges United Europe 
As Major Step for Peace 

Caste lgandol fo ( R N S ) — P o p e 

Paul VI told pilgrims visiting his 
S u m m e r vaca'tion re treat h e r e 
in the hil ls south of R o m e that he 
w a s "a l i tt le t i r e d " from the rig-

ors of his office. 
However, the 74-year-old pon

tiff indicated strongly that he had 
no intention of resigning from 
the papacy "so long as our en
ergy lasts." 

There have been repeated re
ports and rumors that Pope Paul 
intends to resign on reaching 
the a g e of 75 (next Sept . 26) . 

However, these reports have 
been denied by V a t i c a n off ic ials 
a s often a s they h a v e s p r u n g up. 

"We b r e a t h e good air, h e r e , " 
the P o p e sa id at his r e g u l a r Sun-

day appearance on a balcony 
over looking a cour tyard of the 
papal residence. 

"We try to res tore our poor 

forces which are always scarce 
and e v e n a l i tt le t i r ed ," he s a i d . 
"The Pope cannot rest. He can
not be uninterested in the 
Church. He is cons tant ly en
g a g e d in fol lowing the Church's 
life. He is the apos to l i c m o t o r , 

a motor which does not come to 
a h a l t . " 

Despite his never-ending re
sponsibilities, the Pope conceded 
that while at Castelgandolfo he 
a d m i r e d "the b e a u t y of this 

natural setting." ana enjoyed 
"the c h a r m s of its s i l e n c e . " 

Vatican sources quickly fol
lowed up the papal address with 
a f irm a s s u r a n c e that the pon
tiff's heal th w a s not fai l ing and 
that he w a s fee l ing wel l and not 

abnormally tired. 
In h i s talk, P o p e Pau l sa id he 

carried with him to his Summer 
retreat his constant concern for 
p e a c e and soc ia l j u s t i c e . 

"This b l e s s e d p e a c e , which 

C a s t e l g a n d o l f o ( R N S ) — P o p e 
Paul VI has called for the crea
tion uf a united Europe as a ma
jor step in the direction of world 
peace. 

The pontiff m a d e the s u g g e s 
tion in a brief s t a t e m e n t i s sued a s 
he accepted the credentials of 
the new Ambassador from Bel
gium to the Holy See, Prince 
Werner De Merode! 

"Nothing is more important in 
the present agreement of na
tions than loyal and persevering 
action to promote, peace," the 
Pope sa id . 

R e c e i v i n g the n e w d i p l o m a t at 
the papal S u m m e r r e s i d e n c e 

hero in the hill country 20 miles > 
from st i f l ingly hot R o m e , the 

Pope said: 
"In this field (national agree

ments), the building of the Com
mon Market, to which your 
country belongs, can show itself 
rich in hope, on the condition 
that this European community 
enterprise puts its growing pow
ers at the service of the high aims 
which p r o v i d e n c e and his tory 
demand." 

The Pope reminded the am
bassador that "this undertaking 
demands of every nation a clear 
vision of the common good, 
united to a great opening to the 
rest of the world." 

He said the devotion to peace 
and wish for internat ional uni ty 
vo iced by the new a m b a s s a d o r , 
will not cont inue to thr ive and be 
forceful "if they a r e not con
s tant ly fed by the s p r i n g s of a 

proper understanding of the 
m e a n i n g of m a n and if they do 
not respec t all the d i m e n s i o n s 
of the ind iv idua l ." 
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NO 
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ONE DAY INSTALLATIONS 

Suspended & Block Ceilings • - w DgST 
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JOSEPH DE GEORGE CEILING 
1 647-3795 

stil l b l e e d s and s e e m s a l w a y s to 

be in a swaying balance, and 
s t renuous efforts ito m a k e it a 
firm reality, are never removed 
from the focus of our at tent ion ," 

the Pope said. 

G i t A N e w . . . 
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Charlotte Appliance 
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