
LETTERS 
Let ters to the editor should be addressed to the editor, Courier-
Journal , Riehford Building, 67 Chestnut St., Rochester , N.Y. 14604. 
They should be no longer than l'/j pages, typed double-spaced. 
Names and addresses should be included. The paper reserves the 
right to edit all letters. 

Beyond the Stained Glass 

Prepare 
For Peace 

Editor. 
"Peace is poss ib le :" the Vat

ican has announced this as -the 
theme for 1973 World Day of 
Peace . 

We can be prepar ing for this 
individually and collectively 
well in advance . 

V— 
Actively we should practice 

the commandmen t of equity. 
concern for other men; less 
thought of self. 

Spiritually, a joining with 
others in worship, p rayer , 
thanksgiving and reparat ion 
would be in order. A "speaking" 
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Word For 
Sunday 

Sunday Readings: (Rl) Is 56: 1, 
6-7. (R2) Rom. 11: 13-15. 29-32. 
(R3) Mt. 15: 21-28. 

All of ^fe Sunday readings 
speak of Goo's love for all men 
— for foreigners (R l ) . for Gen
tiles and J e w s (R2). and for the 
Canaani tes (R3). 

It took some t ime for the early 
Church to accept the fact that 
the Gospel was meant for all 
men. And it took an equally long 
time to realize that Gentiles did 
not have to accept all the ways 
and customs ol the Jewish peo
ple in order to become Chris
t ians. La ter generat ions of Chris
t ians found the same difficulty 
in colonial c o u n t r i e s . They 
thought the imposition of a West
ern culture went hand in hand 
with Christianization. When the 
Catholic Church in France was 
outlawed by the Third French 
KepuDlic, an exception was m a d e 
in the case of Catholic mission
aries. The reason a godless gov
e rnment decided to continue to 
support the Catholic mission
ar ies from F rance was because 
the missionaries gallicized the 
countries they evangelized. Even 
today, Saigon is called the "par i s 
of the Eas t . " 

In a t ime when the world is 
reduced to a global village, Cath
olic Christians a re called upon 
to respect the differences in cul
ture, t emperamen t , and the tra
ditions of peoples. They a re ex
pected to resist irrat ional preju
dices and to t reat all with respect 
and with a spirit, not of patron
izing paternal ism, but of Chris
tian chari ty . Somet imes this will 
mean going against the general 
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with God, as well as a " l i s tening" 
could prove most beneficial. 

The year a t - h a n d , 1972, has 
been proclaimed "Rosary Y e a r " 
a fitting preparat ion for 1973. 

Our Lady has directed a t Fat-
ima '"Pray the rosary for world 
peace!" 

Why not begin right now by 
joining in the holy hour service 
at Holy Rosary Church, every 
Thursday? Benediction, rosary, 
Holy Communion, homily, and 
prayers comprise the hour which 
b e g i n s a t 7:30 p . m . T h e l a r g e r 
the participation, the greater the 
blessing for all1 

If, however, one is unable to 
attend services spiritual part ic
ipation may be at tained by join-
ing Blue Army/Lady of Fatima 

tide of feeling around us. But 
this is the way Christ ians can 
give witness to their beliej in the 
essential equality of all men and 
in God's love for them. 

Recently I read an art icle by 
Fa the r Higgins on ethnic jokes. 
I feel he is so right I must echo 
him. Regarding those so called 
Polish " jokes . " he said, "Stifle 
t h e m ! " 

I for one, never could tell them, 
because a joke that hur ts others 
offends against Christian char i ty . 
Aesop told the fable of a group 
of boys off from school one day. 
They were wading in a pond. 
When some frogs began leaping 
about, one boy said. "Le t ' s see 
how many frogs we can hi t ." So 
they picked up pebbles and be
gan throwing them at their tar
get, the frogs. A b rave bullfrog 
jumped up on a log and told them 
to stop. "Why"'" asked one boy, 
"We' re just having some fun." 

" Y e s . " replied the bullfrog, 
"but what is fun for you is death 
for u s . " 

A cloud of Polish jokes can ob
scure Amer ica ' s vision of Polish 
history and achievement . Were 
St. Stanislaus. Chopin. Madame 

Curie. Paderewski s tupid 0 Presi
dent Nixon admitted, that with
out the epic works of Copernicus 
in as t ronomy the space age 
would not have been possible. 
More important . Poland has 
stood again and again as a bas
tion of Christendom against Tar
tar. The grea t Christian values of 
monogamous mar r i age , respons
ibility for a family and devotion 
to children find in the Polish one 
of their s taunchest champions. 
One wonders about the origin 
and an imus of a campaign of 
jokes that denigrate the Polish. 

In an age of psychological war
fare, these jokes a re used to dis
credit the United States and 
weaken Polish resis tance. Oppo
site the United Sta tes ' E mb as sy 
in Warsaw, a large billboard dis
plays this humor and suggests 
this is the autnentic American 
opinion about the Poles. 

I r e m e m b e r inviting Bishop 
Sheen to preach a t St. Pa t r i ck ' s . 
Victor, on St. Pa t r ick ' s Day. He 
introduced his remarks oddly. 
He announced. "Every th ing I am 
going to say about the Irish to
night applies to the Polish. Po
land has suffered as much for its 
faith as Ireland." Perhaps the 
heroic stance against commu
nism by Poland's great primate, 
Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, 
evoked this r emark from Bishop 
Sheen. 

For Catholic Christ ians. Polish 
jokes should call forth the s a m e 
shriek freedom gave when Kos-
ciuszko fell. 

under whose auspices these ser
vices a re held. 

There a re no dues; one joins 
for life. Daily rosary and short 
office of prayer are the only re
quirements. Names of members 
are sent on micronlm and buried 
in the ground surrounding the 
scene of the apparit ion at Fat
ima. 

Blanks and pertinent informa
tion may be secured from Blue 
Army m e m b e r s . 

Kay Sullivan 
1 Lilac Drive. 
Rochester, 14620 

Attitudes 
On UDC 

Editor: 

Grab your kids mothers! Lock 
the doors! The Urban Develop
ment Corporation is coming to 
town. 

Perhaps I 'm exaggerat ing, 
but the near hysteria which 
grips towns like Chili. Ironde-
quoit and Greece when you men
tion UDC and low-income hous
ing, well, it 's r a ther frightening. 

The solid, and by now tired 
fact, is that we need low and 
middle income housing in our 
suburbs. The towns have re
fused to encourage it so the only 
answer is a higher governmental 
agency. UDC is trying to fill 
this role. So what if they ' re not 
perfect, for that matter, who is? 
The fundamental point is that 
they are the only people pres
ently willing and able to build 
our most needed kind of housing. 
It 's as simple as that. 

. The surprising irony comes 
in the actions of our suburban 
Christians. Here we are with a 
chance for a toehold on living in 
racially and economically inte
grated communit ies and raise 
kids who won't have to go 
through "busing", racial vio
lence and an ignorance of other 
cultures and life styles. But what 
do we do? We sc ream about 
being asked to sacrifice a few 
bucks. We throw away our Chris
tian principles and holler like 
hell for our town leaders to keep 
this nasty ogre, UDC, out. We 
become victims of the s a m e fear 
and prejudice, which for ex
ample, elected a "know nothing" 
school board in Rochester. 

What 's most ironic, however, 
is that most of the people in the 
developments won't be of a dif
ferent culture or color. They'll 
be young marrieds and oldsters 
who already live in the towns 
and who desperately need this 
type of housing. 

But our biggest cop-out is 
when we reject J e sus ' admoni
tion that we a re our bro thers ' 
keepers. If we reject this Chris
tian principle and deify our own 
c rea tu re comforts, we might 
as well stop all this hypocrisy, 
close our churches and swap 
the Bible for a copy of Playboy. 

William C. Schneider 
122 West Parkway 

Rochester 14616 

CUF View 
Disputed 

Editor: 

The CUF art icle (Courier-
Journal 8/2/72) decrying the use 
of hand Communion does not 
m a k e sense. CUF*, like many 
good sincere Catholics is hung 
up on man made rules. 

Many centuries ago some well 
intended sincere men decided 
on the priest-to-mouth distribu
tion of Communion. 

Many centuries ago some de-
decided to m a k e Catholics go 
to church on a number of days 
other than Sundays. 

Many centuries ago it was de-

\T CERTAINLY IS REFRESHING TO WALK INTO A 
THEATER ANP SEE A GOOR CLEAN FAMILY 
A\0VIE/" 

cided to make it a :sin to eat 
meat on Fr idays . 

These and a host of others a re 
man-made rules and are sub
ject to change. Only the 10 Com
mandments of God cannot be 
changed. 

Recently I attended a church 
in Canada where the people re
ceived Communion both ways. 
They either extended their 
tongue or held out their hand. 
It was about equally divided and 
everyone was content. Receiv
ing the Body of Christ was the 
main point. The manmer of dis
tribution was only a minor point. 

Bernard IH. Florack 
169 Brookview Drive 

Rochester . N.Y. 14617 

Sharing 
Inspiration 

Christian. It wasn ' t Mother and 
Daddy deciding anymore . Now 
it was all me! I was really proud 
of myself a t the t ime, but I was 
scared too. If I messed up, I 
couldn't b lame anyone but me! 

"Maybe you had some of these 
feelings too, Stephanie. When I 
saw this poster, It seemed to sum 
up what Confirmation mean t . 

Your parents gave you the seed 
of faith and now with your Con
firmation you've begun to m a k e 
it grow. It won't always be easy 
to be a Christian. But in the 
rough t imes, perhaps this little 
poster will encourage you to be 
true to yourself. And that is mak
ing the most of what God m a d e . " 

The poster I received from her 
had these words: "My business 
is not to r e m a k e myself, but to. 
make the absolute best of what 
God m a d e . " 

Stehpanie Wolf 
9 AHeyn's Rise 
Fa i rpor t 14450 

Editor: 

The following is a letter I re
ceived from my confirmation 
sponsor which I'd like to share 
with others in the diocese. 

" D e a r Stephanie, Happy Con
firmation! When I was looking 
for something significant to send 
you, I began to r emember my 
own Confirmation and how I 
felt. I was scared about getting 
slapped — just like all kids a re . 
And I couldn't wait to see the 
bishop in his big hall, robe and 
ring. Those were all surface 
things, though. 

"I r emember Confirmation as 
a distinct milestone in my life 
— especially in my faiith. For the 
first t ime. I was taking on the 
responsibility of being a Chris
tian. Before it was something 
handed to me. Mother and 
Daddy had me baptized. They 
put me in Catholic schools. They 
were responsible for ime making 
my first Confession & Commun
ion. But Confirmation! was dif
ferent. This t ime it was me who 
took the responsibility for my 
faith. When I accepted the Holy 
Spirit, I was on my own to ca r ry 
out the Bishop's words — to be 
an "Apostle of Christ" . I had tp 
say yes to God and then take on, 
myself the job of being a good-
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HOW COME 
YOU NEVER 

TALK 
ANYMORE? 

Maybe you've given up, 
because its gotten so 
hard to make yourself 
heard and understood. 
We can't say what caused 
i t but we surely know 
something that might 
help a lot. 
The Binomial Hearing 
Aid. The remarkable NEW 
INVENTION, for those 
with a HEARING LOSS. 

For Information Write 
ELECTONE INC/P.O.Box 

ELECTONE INC. 
P.O. Box 910 

Dept. 14313* 
Winter Park, Fla. 

A Post Card Will Do * 
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