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Vat|can Takes Over Italy Benedlctme Monaste ries

Vaucan Clty {RNS) — In an
unprecedented. ‘action, the Vat-
ican Congregation for -Religious
and Secular Institutes dissolved
the autonomous administrations
of Italy’s 10 Cassinese Bene-
dictine monasteries and set up a
temporary governing body for
the houses.

The Vatican press spokesman,
Federico Alessandrini, said the
action affected some 200 Italian
Benedictine monks and was
taken by the Congregation for
Religious following what was

described as ‘‘apostolic visita-
tions.”

Such a visit to the famed Bene-
dictine monastery at Monte Cas-
sino — one of the 10 houses of
the Cassinese congregation —
was depicted by a Vatican source

as tantamount to an official in-
spection.

Placed in temporary control
of the monasteries was a com-
mission made up of religious
from various sections of the
country. The commission is ex-
pected to govern the monasteries
until a replacement group is sel-
ected next Spring.

Contacted at St. Mary’s Abbey,
Morristown, N.J., Abbot Martin
Burne, abbot president of the
American Cassinese Federation
of the Benedictine order, told
Religious News Service that in
his opinion the action by the
Vatican congregation was ‘‘uni-’
que."”

The abbot-president, who pre-
sides over 22 autonomous mon-
asteries in the U.S., said he was
at a loss to explain why the ad-
ministrations of the Italian Mon-
asteries were dissolved. He noted

that each of the 10 houses is auto-
nomous and headed by an abbot.

“If I were told that the Vatican
was taking over the 22 houses in
the American federation,” he
observed, “‘I'd probably fall into

Pope Hits

‘Elastic’ Morals

Castelgandolfo— (RNS)—Scor-
ing the *‘elastic and permissive
morality which unfortunately
seems to prevail today,” Pope
Paul called for a strengthening
of individual moral conscience
in the lives of people everywhere,

Describing conscience as a
“lamp which lights our way”
when we look toward the ulti-
mate end of life “‘which is God,”
the pontiff told a general audi-
ence here that ‘‘moral aware-
ness'’' is even more necessary to-
day because modern education
enables man to make autono-
mous decisions in every facet
of his life.

*The environment, public
opinion, fashions, passionate
incentives, economic interests,
and countless distractions sngnal
recourse to our own consciénce,"”
he added. :

The Pope said that man needs
the desire for his own perfec-
tion, that moral conscience
“helps to overcome the fear
that he is vile and inept, and pro-
duces the knowledge that he is
a man, honest and strong."

While noting that a right,
moral conscienice should take
“first place’” in a person's life,
the Pope said that the law is also
necessary.

*Conscience . is educated,
explained and mtegrated with
the external law, both in civil
and Christian orders,"” he said.
“Phe Christian way would ot
be noticed by us with sufficlent
authority if it were not an-
nounced to us by the message
of the Gospel."

“Those who think of freeing
themselves from the laws of
authority,”” he added, ‘‘would
have a moral sense that is mute
on many precepts . . . and would
end up by fi inding themselves
caught up in ‘the elastic and per-
missive morality which unfor-
tunately seems to prevail today.”
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a state of shock.”

Abbot Burne’s counterpart in
Italy, the president of the Italian
Cassinnese federation, is Abbot
Alberto Clerici, of St. Peter’s
Abbey in Modena. The abbot-
primate of the world Benedictine
order is an American, Abbot
Rembert Weakland, formerly
of St. Vincent Archabbey, La-
trobe, Pa.

Earlier this year, speculation
grew in Rome that the Congre-
gation for Religious headed by
Cardinal Ildebrando Antoniutti,
would act to oust the controvers-
ial Abbot Giovanni Franzoni of
St. Paul’'s Outside-the-Walls
Abbey, one of the 10 abbeys now
taken over by the Vatican con-
gregation. *

Abbot Franzoni, a younpgish
man who has repeatedly shun-
ned the trappings of his office
in dress and manner, has been a
center of controversy since his
election in 1964.

Some of Abbot Franzoni's
colleagues have long contended
that his monastic life is exemp-
lary and that the Vatican wanted
to oust him only because his lib-
eral stands on social problems-
have become an embarrassment
to the Vatican.
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" Lgst March, a group of the
abbot’s supporters marched in a
candlelight procession to St.
Peter's Basilica to protest rum-
ored moves by the congregation
to remove him from office.-

Alessandrini, during the
news conference announcing the
dissojution of the administra-
tions of the 10 monasteries, ad-

mitted the actions of Abbot
Franzoni ‘‘might have had some- -

thing to do with it.”

“But I personally don’t think
so,” he added. ‘‘You must re-
member that we are speaking
of 200 Italian Benedictines and
not of a single man.”

Abbot Franzoni, who is also
procurator general of the Cas-
sinese federation in Italy, has
spoken - out continually in favor
of conscientious objection,
against the Vietnam war, and has
sponsored ‘‘beat music’’ Masses.
The Vatican and conservative
members of the Benedictines
in Italy have objected strenuous-

ly not only to these actions of

the abbot but to his practice of
sending monks into slum areas
to do pastoral work.
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3 Days, 2 Nights 1tom
WITH GOURMET MEALS

FREE GOLF GREEN FEES

Qur 18-Hole Championship Course

And all this and more Free!

indoor & Outdoor Pools, Movies,
Tennis Courts, Miniature Golf,

Top Entertainment, 4 Orchestras!
Rates per person, dbl. occ.M.A.P,
Additional persons, same room
$19.50 ea. per night with meals.
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LOLL'S PHARMACY

R. C. LOLL, PHARMACIST
PRESCRIPTIONS

OUR MAIN BUSINESS

OPEN TILL 11 P.M. DAILY
903 DAVIS ST, ELMIRA
RE 2-6674
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Funeral Home
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Corning, N. Y.
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Talk about tasty—
this is it!l!

LIP-SMACKING DELICIOUS "oTs
. NATURAL CASING

IWEICLE'S INC., 651 Plymouth Ave. K. « 546-1740
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HOW

YOU CAN
HELP

INDIA’S POOR
TO HELP
THEMSELVES

Dear
Monsignor Nolan:

Please
return coupon

with your °

offering

U.S. GOVERNMENT INSPECTED

WHY
PEOPLE |
BUILD

CHURCHES

THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH

The answer is easy: they welcome the oppor-
tunity to do something needed where it's needed.

Sometimes, besides, they build the church in
memory of their loved ones, name it for their
favorite saint. ... Where is a new church needed?
In’ hundreds of towns and villages in our 18
country mission world. In Kottayam, India for
instance. ... The parishioners have tried for sev-
eral years to build a church on their own. They
have pooled their meagre financial resources
as well as their physical energies. The poverty

of the parishioners prevents continuation of the
work ‘You can complete this church all by
yourself for as little as $3,900! Youw'll be doing
-something needed, where it's needed, for Christ
~and for people whp cannot do for themselves.
... Db something at least, as much as you can
($100, $75, $50, $25, $20, $15, $10, $5, $3, -
$1) to help buiid this church! Your gift of any
size, will be a Godsend!...Have you been look-
ing for something meaningful to do? Help these
people build a simple but lasting church, The
pastpr of Kottayam, will write to thank you on
behalf of his people. We will send you a sketch
of the proposed church, when we thank you.
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Archbishop Mar Gregorios will write personally
to say where he’ll locate it if you enable him to
buy .($975) two acres of land as a model farm
for & parish priest. Raising his own food the
pnest can teach his parishioners how to increase
their crop production. (A hoe costs only $1.25,
a shovel $2.35.)

For only $200 in India you' can build a decent
housge for a family that now sleeps on the side-
walks. Simply send your check to us, Cardinal
Paregattil will write to thankjyou also.
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