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George Junior Republic: 

A Classroom Without Walls 
By JOY CHALONE 

Situated on more nan 1,000 
acres of rolling farmland, a few 
miles outside of Ithaca, near 
Freevil le, is the George Junior 
Republic. It is the world 's smal l 
est republic and largest class
room, and has been in existence 
since 1895. 

F o u n d e d by William R. 
George, it is a residential cen te r 
for the 'total education' of teen
agers . The Republic accepts boys 
and girls, ages 13-19, of all races , 
creeds and economic levels, 
from all over the U.S., who have 
one thing in common: some par t 

of society - parents, schools, 
agencies, churches has been un
able to break through to touch 
the hear t of their problem. 

They come to the Republic 
at the behest of families, clergy
man, teachers , child-guidance 
clinics, doctors, social agencies, 
courts and other referral sources. 

Ttie junior "citizens" (as they 
are called here) a r e admit ted for 
a total daily educational exper
ience in a "c lassroom without 
wal l s" — or fences. 

Whether they a r e prepar ing 
meals , farming, engaging in 
sports, sweeping floors, sewing, 
repair ing machinery , studying 
algebra, having a session with a 
counselor, a t tending a town 
meet ing or relaxing in the swim
ming pool, they a r e going to 
school, for every experience a t 
the Republic is a lesson for liv
ing. 

Donald T. Urquhart, executive 
director, puts it this way: "This 
is a communi ty cen te r for educa
ting basical ly healthy young
s te rs for whom special at tention 
is needed so they can be assured 
of rescue, motivation and restor
ation to society." 

An average*s tay for a citizen 
is 18 months. The citizen him
self helps decide when he has 
completed his program of 'total 
education' . He may apply for 
graduation. This is a t ime for 
unblliraking self-analysis. Attain
ment of grade level has little to 
do with the decision^ He is 
screened by the staff committee 
their decision resting on whether 
he is ready to face the world he 
once found to be filled with dis
appointment and frustration. 
Some gradua tes leave with high 
school diplomas, some go back 
to their former school for com
pletion. 

Every citizen is assigned to a 
residence with house' parents , 
in as homelike an atmosphere 
as~ possible. Each youngster is 
required to work and is 'paid for 
his efforts in the Republic 's own 
currency, according to his job, 
his experience and his skill. 

Citizens mainta in and im
prove the Republic. GJR has its 

Ithaca Area 
Notes 

Watkins Glen—Trustees for St. 

Mary's of the Lake, for the com-. 
ing year a re Naomi Roberts and 
Joseph P . Scaptura . Auditors 
are Doris Fennell and John 
Kapral who succeed Mary T. 
Vaieant, auditor for the past 
2 years . 

Trustees for St. Benedict's, 
Odessa, for the coming yea r a re 
Dennis O'Neal and Michael 
Ungarvasky Sr. They succeed 
John McDonald, t rustee for the 
past 2 years . Auditors will be 
Bertha Let teer and Anne Mar
tin. They succeed Ned S. Lewis. 

Penn Yan — St. Michael 's Par 
ish will hold a chicKen barbe
cue. Sunday, Aug. 13, 11:30 
a.m. — 4 p.m., in the school play
ground. The event is being held 
for the benefit of the school. 
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Get A, New . . . 
WATER HEATER! 

% 

$54.25 
(Cash k Carry) 

GUu Llntd 

458-5000 
House of Water Heaters 

A Dtpt of Mtttger & Braytr Co. 
SINCE lll« 

FOR PBtFECTi 

DIAPER SERVICE 

SioJiL 
BABY WASH 

381-7340 

Students file out of George Junior Republic's chapel. 
own water, sewer system, roads 
and other utilities. Thursday 
is pay day, and the day citizens 
room and board payment s a r e 
due. 

Citizens contribute nominal 
sums as their sha re of their liv
ing expenses. They also pay for 
personal necessities and lux
uries, for laundry, income taxes , 
health insurance and recreation
al activities. 

The Republic, whose currency 
bears the motto "Nothing With
out Labor" mainta ins its own 
bank where citizens a r e encour
aged to establish savings ac
counts and where they m a y ex
change Republic money for Un
ited. States currency as needed. 
Some have nest eggs when they 
leave the Republic and all mus t 
maintain a $20 balance. 

The citizens learn to develop 
good work habits and work re
lationships to build special skills, 
to explore job possibilities, to 
determine what they can do best 
to set their goals for earning a 
livelihood. 

Life is not all work, though. 
Activities encouraged at the 
Republic include dances, athlet
ic events, movies, and talent 
shows. 

Citizens learn, too, about mor
als and ethics. There is free
dom of worship at Freeville, with 
a chapel on the grounds being 
shared by the Catholic and Prot
estant s tudents , and provision is 
made for Jewish youngsters to 
attend services nearby. Every en
couragement is given to prac
tice religion and at tend services , 
but nothing is forced. Father 
Thomas K. Cleary is Catholic 
chaplain. 

The junior citizens govern 
in this capsule republic. They 
elect their own officers, enact 
their own laws, preside over their 
own courts, operate their own 
police force and pay taxes — 
learning at first hand the opera
tion, economics and leader
ship requi rements of govern
ment . Elections a re held on the 
same day as our national elec
tions. Officers and agencies are 
set up in replica of government 
and called by the s a m e names . 

One way to m e a u s r e the 
George Junior Republic 's suc
cess over the past three-quart
ers of a century is in t e rms of the 
thousands of citizens it has bene
fitted. Between 1895 and 1966, 
4,290 citizens have gradua ted 
and taken their places in the 
world. The challenge today is 
to expand — to at tack the long 
waiting list tor admission to the 
republic. Today an ave rage of 
ten boys and girls must be turned 
away for every new citizen ad

mitted. Thus, the goal is to 'open 
the classroom walls even wider ' . 
A $6.7 million expansion and 
improvement p rog ram has been 
launched to expand their citizen 
population by 90 per cent. Pres
ent enrollment r anges around 
180 citizens a t one t ime. 

"Services at 
Hedges Memorial Chapel" 

Words you see so often 

because we serve 

SO well... 

770 Est Main atAtaand* • Dial 454-7070 
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CAUSE OF DEATH: 

POVERTY 
A missionary faces death every day 

whether the old or the newly born the 

die from the helpless condit ions 

of poverty. 

Please take a moment of your 

t ime to send us a generous 

• < * * * 

gift today, that missionaries, 

serving and saving the poorest 

of the poor, may give to these 

poor ones, not only a chance to 

live, but to be loved Please 

help save a life today 
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Enclosed is my sacrif ice of $ . to help today's missionaries 
g br ing the life and love of God to the suffering-poor of the wor ld. 

Name_ 

I 
• 
I 

Address-

City _ State_ _Zip. 

REMEMBER THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH IN YOUR WILL 

Salvation and Service are the work of 
The Society lor the Propagation of the Faith 

Rev. Msgr. Edward T. O'Meara 
National Director 

Dept. Cr 366 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10001 

Wednesday, August 9,1972 

Send your gift to: 
Rev. Joseph F . Reinhart 

Oft Diocesan Director 
123 East Ayenue 

Rochester, New York 14604 
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