
LETTERS 
Let ters to the editor should be addressed to the editor, Courier-
Journal , Richford Building, 67 Chestnut St., Rochester , N.Y. 14604. 
They should be no longer than V/t pages, typed double-spaced. 
N a m e s and addresses Should be included. The paper reserves the 
right to edit all le t ters . 

Asks Nixon 
For Flood Aid 
Excerpts from an open letter to 
President Nixon 

Dear President Nixon: 

An excerpt from one of our 
local newspapers indicates that 
"Fede ra l monies, will be avail­
able to look after d a m a g e to all 
schools in the Corning-Elmira 
flood area — except Catholic 
schools." • 

1 am infuriated with this decis­
ion and think that it should be re­
scinded immediately. 

Our family quickly and willing­
ly donated food, clothing, shoes, 
boots and other badly needed 
items to the first (June 25) 
Catholic church appeal for aid 
for unfortunate victims. We pur­
chased and donated additional 
food, first-aid supplies and clean­

ing i tems for the second (July 2) 
Catnolic area collection. We also 
contributed to our ownSt . J a m e s 
church cash collection which 
netted approximate ly , $950. We 
never specified that any of these 
d o n a t i o n s be d i s t r i b u t e d t o C a t h -
olics only. 

I worked as a volunteer for 
three days in Elmira distributing 
food and clothing, arid also in 
homes to help restore kitchens 
and bathrooms to some sem­
blance of order. It was dirty, 
hard, foul work but the grat i tude 
of the elderly home owners was 
the greates t compensation I 
could ever expect. On entering 
these, homes I did not ask "Are 
you a Cathol ic?" 

On July 9 my husband, son, 
and I drove a truck (loaned to us 
by my husband 's employer) to 
the Coming-Painted Post a rea . 
The truck was loaded with essen­
tial i tems that the distribution 
centers either lacked or had in 

FH. ALBERT SHAMON 

Word For 
Sunday 

Sunday Readings: (R 1) 1 Kgs. 
3:5." 7-12. (R2) Rom. 8:28-30. 
(R 3/ Ml. I9i 11-58, 

A t r e a s u r e h i d d e n in a field. 
A pearl of great value, A man 
finds it. He is overjoyed; he sells 
everything he has for this. The 
thing to notice is that the stories 
are less concerned with the t reas­
ure and the pearl than with the 
people finding them. 

The two men of whom Jesus 
spoke in these stories had char­
acteris t ics that set them apar t 
from the crowd. 

First , they knew when they 
had made an important dis­
covery. So often modern cate-
chetics comes in for cri t icism. 
The reason is because modern 
catechet ics is not content with 
just impar t ing information. It 
is concerned \f1th the s tudent 's 
d i s c o v e r i n g t h e t r e a s u r e hid in 
the truth taught and its value as 
g rea te r than that of a priceless 
p e a r l . M a n y p e o p l e m u s t h a v e 
walked over the field thai con­
tained the buried t reasure . Only 
one man discovered it. Similarly, 
the great values taught by the 
Church, like pearls cast before 
swine, not a few will t rample 
them underfoot. In the First 
Reading. Solomon prayed for an 
understanding heart Well might 
we all. 

The second trai t that charac­
terized these two men was their 
determination to get what they 
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had found. Each knew his dis­
covery was the chance of a life-

lime, an opportunity m \ naa w 
be acted on immediately and be 
put before anything else. Both 
stories climax in each man sel­
ling all he had to purchase what 
he had found. 

However, the point our Lord 
wanted to make, I am sure, was 
how these men par ted with their 
possessions — they did so joyful­
ly! Too many t imes Christianity 
is pictured like castor oil. You 
hate to take it, but you have to 
because you a r e sick. Christ said 
that Christianity is like discov­
ering a chidden t reasure or a 
priceless pearl. The resulting 

emotion is joy and cheerful 
sacrifice. No one forced the dis­
coverers of the t reasure and of 
the pearl to sell out in order to 
buy. They were only too glad to 
do this. 

Similarly Christianity is not a 
"give-up" religion. Christianity 
is a n e x c h a n g e . W h a t b a r g a i n s ! 
Our sins for salvation! Our time 
for eternity! Our talents for 
Christ. Always we are getting 
the bet ter of the bargain. For 
who has everything in the world 
but does not have Christ is treas-
ureless, whereas whoever has 
Christ but nothing else in the 
world has the pearl ol great 
price. Christianity is not an im-
position. It is an acquisition! 
Therefore a religion of joy — 
good news! 

Last June (1972) J a m e s Mich-
alski turned down a half million 
dollars to become a Jesuit . His 
father, Leon G. Michalski, who 
died in 1968, had willed J im the 
money if he would leave the re­
ligious life. 

"I don't see life in t e rms of 
money." Jim told reporters. 
"I'm really very happy. I feel I 
can bring more love into the 
world in what I am doing." J im 
had discovered a hidden t reas­
ure. Gladly, he has given all for 
the All! 

There a re certain kinds of val­
ues to be found in life's bargain 
basement . But a re they bar­
gains when you have to go down 
to them? Or when you lose the 
things that really count in the 
end? 

Are we not in the presence of 
a unique opportunity? Our faith 
offers us the chance of a lifetime. 
By living it we can seize t reas­
ure untold and the pearl of grea t 
price. Would it not be t ragic to 
miss the chance? The wise 
man is one who, like Solomon, 
prays every day for an under­
standing heart. 
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short supply. " 

The flood victims were not 
asked if they were Catholic be­
fore they chose the food and 
household items they so badly 
needed. Nor did our neighbors 
who gave so freely specify that 
their donations be marked "for 
Catholics only". 

I saw and worked with nuns, 
priests, monks and other groups 
from many Catholic organiza­
tions doing a wide range of 
jobs for endless hours. Many of 
them were physically and emo­
tionally exhausted. Their only 
consideration was helping peo­
ple who were in desperate need, 
whether the individuals be yel­
low, black, white, Jew, Protes­
tant, atheist or Catholic. 

Catholic schools suffered as 
much damage as public schools 
and need help in the same pro­
portion. Catholic schools served 
as refugee centers and some 
were (and still are) used as head­
quar te rs for the Red Cross and 
o t h e r helpful o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Can our government in all fair­
ness and justice declare "no help 
for Catholic schools" when so 
many Catholics have given so 
much of themselves for all 
.people? 

I plead with you to do all in 
your power to correct this most 
unfair ruling and grant federal 

financial aid to the Catholic 
schools in the stricken area. 

Mrs. Frank J. Beahan 
56 Elmcroft Road 

R o c h e s t e r 

Backs Fund 
For Inner City 
Editor: 

As a resident of the Southwest 
Region of the diocese I fully 
support the position recently 
stated by the region's Forma­
tion Committee in pledging to 
help the Catholic inner city 
schools with the sum of $12,000. 

Each parish in the region will 
find its own way of meeting its 
share of that goal. 

Domeniek White 
239 Youngs Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

Abortion 
Disrupts Rights 
Editor; 

At the Democrat ic National 
Convention, the cry went out 
from 9 good many people to let a 
woman have the power over her 

reproductive process and to let a 
p e r s o n h a v e , t h e p o w e r o v e r t h e i r 
own destiny. 

We say by all means — as long 
as you don't interfere with some-
one else's reproductive process 
and as long as you don't in­
terfere with another person's 
destiny. 

Abortion does exactly that! 
Abortion supplies the interfer-

In pregnancy there is more 
than one life existing. Otherwise 
there would not be a need for an 
abortion. 

Enduring nine months in a 
pregnant condition should never 
be compared with another per­
son losing h i s life. Nine months 
versus a potential lifetime is no 
comparison. 

Abortion is barbar ic . Stop 
Abortion. Restore New York 
State to the goal as stated in the 
Bill of Rights . . . nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal- case 
to be a witness against himself, 
nor be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property . . The Supreme 
Court has held that under 
Amendment 14 the Bill of Rights 
also applies to State Govern­
ments. 

Jim and Eileen Dougherty 
Avon, New York 

Wednesday, July 26, 1972 

Is there a mystery 

about funeral costs? 
Not here at Hedges Memorial Chapel. 

Each casket in our spacious showroom 

is plainly marked. You may make your 
selection without the presence of o n e 

of our staff, if that is what you prefer. 

You will know the exact cost of the 

complete service after you have made 

your selection. There are no extra 

charges . . . And you may depend 

completely on the rhoughrfulnejs, 

honesty, and attention to every detai l ' 

that has made Hedges Memorial 

Chapel the most respected home in 

funeral service for over 100 years. 

HEDGES 
MEMORIAL C H A P E L " ^ 

Rufus HedgiM Herbert W. Recti Albert W. Coon Clarence t, Jefftry 

770 East Main at Alexander • Dial 454-707-0 

SURPRISINGLY 

IM 
Y O U 

THE HOLY F A T H E R ' S M I S S I O N A I D TO THE O R I E N T A L C H U R C H 

D O 

SOMETHING 
MEANINGFUL 

WHILE 
YOU'RE 

ST! ILL 
ALIVE 

L E P E R S 

BABIES 
NEED 

YOU 

MEET 
MISSION 

EMERGENCIES 

THINK 
OF 

YOURSELF, 
TOO 

This column's happiest readers are the men, 

women and children who Know they're needed. 
The days we're busiest helping others are the 
happiest days of our lives. . , . Who needs you 
most? Surprisingly, God needs you — for In­
stance, to help an abandoned orphan become 
a God-loving, responsible adult. Lepers need 
you (there are still 15-millibn lepers in t h e 
world), blind children need you, a n d so do we. 
. . . Here in New York we are your agents , telling 
you where the Holy Father says your help is 
needed, and channeling your help promptly and 
safely to the people in need. . . . Want t o feel 
good right now? Do without something you want 
but do not need, and send the money Instead 
for one of the needs betow. You'll feel good, 
especially if your gift is big enough to mean 
a sacrifice to you. This is your chance t o do 
something meaningful for the world—it's God's 
•world—while you're still alive. 

• Only SS.50 gives our priests and Sisters in 

Shertallay, south India, enough Dapsone 'mlr-
acle' tablets for 4 3 lepers for a year! 

• For only $3.50 a week ($14 a month, $ 1 6 8 a 
year) you can make sure that an abandoned 

Daby nas food, clothing, a blanket and love. 
We'll send you a photo of the baby you 'adopf, 

toll you something about him (or her), and art 
the Sister-in-charge to keep you informed. 

• Your stringless gifts in any amount ($5,000, 
$1,000, $500, $100, $50, $ 2 5 , $10, $ 5 , $2) 

will help the neediest wherever they, a re — in 
India and the Holy Land, for instance. 

• Only you can make your will—and do it this 
week to be sure the poor will have your help 
even after you're gone: Our legal title: CATHOLIC 
NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION. Als& our priests 
will offer promptly the Masses you provide for. 

w , . , D , e a r ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND $ . 
Monsignor Nolan: 

CH 

FOR. 

Please NAME__ 
return coupon 

with your STREET. 
offering 

CITY .STATE. .ZIP CODE-

THE CATHOLIC WEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

MISSIONS 
TERENCE CARDINAL COOKE, PnwWent 
MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, National Secretary 
Write: CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOC. 
330 Madison Avenue • New York, N.Y. 10017 
Telephone: 2 1 2 / 9 3 6 - 5 8 4 0 
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