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Ways Parish Councils Fail 
(Catholic P re s s Fea tu r e s ) 

In a column titled, "Preaching 
About Par i sh Councils ," pub­
lished in The Western Michigan 
Catholic of the Grand Rapids , 
Mich., diocese, Fa the r Franc i s A. 
Novak, CSSR, listed " tempta­
t ions" tosbe overcome in ei ther 
establishing or updating a Par i sh 
Council. ' 

Describing them as tempta­
tions to which parishioners , 
planning commit tees , parish 
council execut ive commit tees 
and pas ters afe susceptible, the 
priest listed them as follows. 

• To think that a parish coun­
cil is a super-organization in the 

parish and all other groups, 
clubs, etc., must "knucktf un­
der." 

• Not to give par ishioners 
who at tend study sessions a firm 
foundation in the theology of 
the layman and his apostolate as 
enunciated by Vatican Council 
II. 

• To fail to unders tand from 
the outset the vital distinction 
between the people of the par ish 
council executive commit tee who 
make policy tfhd those who must 
carry it out. 

• Fo r the parish council exe­
cutive commit tee , which is pol-
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COUNCIL 
iiard Lyons 

'At our. 
r pastor 

last council meeting 
did not appear , but 

sent a note which was read by 
the chairman and which stated 
that the pastor would not be at 
the meet ing because he felt un­
heeded and unwanted ," a r eade r 
writes from a Midwest diiocese. 

"We discussed it for an hourr 
but none of us could dome up 
with the slightest reason for his 
thinking s(h Several days later, 
at our request, he met with us 
for the purpose of telling us why 
he felt that way. At this meet ing 
he told us he was abolishing the 
council because we did not re­
present thje people! 

"Ten oif the m e m b e r s were 
elected bjl the people, and out of 
800 parishioners more than half 
voted, which is bet ter than the 
national average! " 

I phon;d Long-distance and 
talked with the reader . She told 
me that fie pastor had under­
taken tht, redecorat ing of the 
church a r d had appointed three 
representa t ives to the newly 
forming diocesan pastoral coun­
cil withoiit consulting the coun­
cil. 

Of course, I told her, from this 
distance, I have no single solu­
tion. The problem has many sides 
and requi res solutions. And 
those actions must come from 
the people) and the diocese itself. 

The bishop, too, must concern 
himself v^ith the problem. The 
parish i s : a part of the diocese. 
Not as a piece of pie Is a part of 
the whole; pie, but as a limb of 
our body is a dynamic par t of.us. 

The pastor is a delegate of the 
bishop. He represents the bishop 
to the people of your community. 
All of you, therefore, a re most 
truly Church as m e m b e r s of the 
diocese. The problem concerns 
all of the diocese, " the local 
Church." , 

I encourage the council mem­
bers to continue to meet . They 
can find plenty to do at this time 
while at the s a m e t ime avoiding 
setting policies for the parish 
while they do not have the pas­
tor's cooperation. 

They have a right as baptized 
and confirmed Catholics to ex-

press their responsibilities to 
their Christian community , the 
diocese, and the world. The 
priest didn't give them this and 
h e c-y-n not t a k e it a w a y . 

They Would find il helpful to 
continue their commit tee work. 
especially those actions that are 
of service to the poor, the elderly 
and the ignorant. 

They migMt be helped by read­
ing the Nlew Tes tament , discuss­
ing it. and finding paral lels , 
especially in the Acts of the 
Apostles, to their own situation. 
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They will also gain confidence to 
speak out by reading the Consti­
tution on the Church and the De­
cree on the Laity from the Va­
tican II d o c u m e n t s 

In addition, council m e m b e r s 
should explore what diocesan 
policies have been established in 
regard to parish councils. How 
do they relate to your problem? 

They might also seek out any 
priest who has been given any 
type of ass ignment relating to 
councils. This might be the priest 
who heads the parish council 
commit tee for the Pr ies t s ' Senate 
to a diocesan moderator of coun­
cils. Ask him to meet with you 
and help to re-open commu­
nication with your pastor. 

Since the diocesan pastoral 
council is so new it m a y not be 
of any immedia te help, but they 
should be informed of the situ­
ation. Council m e m b e r s should 
write an objective report of the 
situation arid send it to the chair­
man of the diocesan council. 

If the re is an interparish coun­
cil (either on a local basis or on a 
deanery level) they should be 
asked for help and advice. 

Finally, I would suggest that 
they recognize that the pastor 
haj a problem of education and 
Christian commitment . P r a y 
that the Holy Spirit may guide 
the council to use this se tback as 
a m e a n s to deepen their own and 
the pastor's understanding of 
the Church and its mission. 

icy-making, to get involved in 
carrying out its policies and 
recruit ing and training other 
people to carry them out. 

• To share responsibility in 
the apostolate and not know ex­
actly how Vatican II has defined 
shared responsibility. 

• To feel that one is qualified 
to run for election to the parish 
council executive commit tee 
and not have read and studied 
throughly Vatican II 's document 
on the Laity and the Constitu­
tion of the Church, especially 
chapter four. 

• To run for election to the 
parish council liturgical com­
mission, for example , without 
having experience or involve­
ment, for a reasonable period of 
time, in such areas as: a working 
knowledge of Vatican II docu­
ment on the liturgy; a t tendance 
at several liturgical workshops: 
participation with the parish li-
turgical team in preparing litur­
gies; assembling the component 
parts of the liturgy; the benefit 
from the monthly instructional 
mater ia l provided by the office 
of the diocesan liturgical com­
mission. 

• To think that the purpose of 
a parish council is organization 
of all the people ra ther than re­
newal of a few at a time. 

• To believe that the role of 
the parish in. the modern day is 
still the s a m e as thirty years ago. 

• To expect the parishioners 
who are invited to study sessions 
to keep coming if the sessions 
are uninteresting, poorly pre­
sented, badly conducted, leaving 
people disappointed that they 
really "was ted an evening of 
precious t ime ." 

• Not to get across to the par­
ishioners who attend study ses­
sions that a parish council is 
effective only to the degree that 
it is a spiritual endeavor and di­
rected to Christ. 

• To think that if we are not 
ourselves deeply religious, pray­
erful, determined to love and 
serve Christ and our neighbor, 
above petty personal self-glory-
seeking and above the pitfalls of 
power-seeking, that we can in­
still in our fellow parishioners the 
goals of the parish council. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Van Et ten — Religious educa­
tion classes for Grades 1 to 6 
will be held Sundays following 
the 9 and 11 a.m. Masses at St. 
Pius Church, according to Fa the r 
Bernard Kuchman. 

Teachers will include Helen 
Berkley, Muriel App, Melba 
Lakin, Theresa Maki, Ann Nor­
ton. Pat r ic ia Palomaki . 

NAZARETH HALL 
. 180 Raines Park 

Co- educati onal - Private School 
All-day Pre School (4 Year Olds) 
and Kindergarten through 
Eighth Grade. 

Operated by thm Sistmn of St. Josmph. 

Limited Classes of Twenty 
I n d i v i d u a l i z e d Instruction 

Lunches included 

Humanities, French, Fine Arts, 
P h y s i c a l E d u c a t i o n 

For Information Gall 4S1-971* »r M4-m» 
Registration now being taken 

OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE 
N o opening in Pre-School, no openings in Kindergarten, 

11 openings In Is* Grade, 2 openings In 2nd Grade, 
3 openings in 3rd G r a d e , 1 opening in 4th G r a d e , 6 
openings in 5th Grade, 4 openings in 6th Grade, no 
openings in Grades f or 8, 

Wednesday, -June- 21-, 1972 

Atlantic City (RNS) - Arch­
bishop Duraisamy S. Lourdu-
samy, pro-Secretary of the Va­
tican Congregation for the Evan­
gelization of Peoples, will deliver 
the keynote address at the 34th 
biennial convenltion of Che Ca­
tholic Daughters of America 
here. July 15 to 21. 

Besides the prelate, who is 
from Bangalore, India, parti­
cipants will include New Jersey 
Gov. William Cahill; Fa the r 
Stephen Quinn, superior general 
of the Missionary Servants of the 
Most Holy Trinity; and Bishop^, 
Bernard J. Flanagan of Worces­
ter, Mass.. national CDA clergy 
consultant. 

Mrs. Mary C. Kanane of Union 

, , j j i i r r ' - - - ! • • » » » 

N J . na t iona l CDA regent , wUl 
preside a t the convention which 
will ant ic ipate the organiza­
tion's 70th anniversary . The 
theme of the convention will be 
"Beyond New Horizons. 

for 

Get A New . . . 
WATER HEATER! 

JBh&k 458-5000 
House of Winter Heaters 

A Dept of Metiqor & Brayer Co. 
SINCE 18*8 

$54.25 
(Cilh ft Carry) 

Gliu Llntd 

WHEN IT'S TIME 

FOR A 

THEN IT'S TIME 
TO SEE 
BERNARD J . 

HENSLER 
JEWELERS 

Open Tues. and Thurs. 
Eves 'til 9 

3 0 7 COMMERCE BLDG. 
Phone 454-6918 

THIS IS NEWS 
$48. 
The comfortable, wash'oble black p e l y - i r 
waffle weave, the diagonal checks wp front 

and around in black and white, the patter-

nalffj effect Of the dotted red scarf. It's news. 

M,sses- sizes. McCurdys Fashion Gallery, 
Second Floor, Midtown 
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