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Sharing the Expertise 

COUNCIL 
by Bernard Lyons 

"What ' s the purpose of a par
ish council ' ' " asks a reader . 
"Our steering commit tee , ' ' he 

writes, "has discussed this ques
tion a number of t imes, but not 
al! of us can a g r e e . " 

Total agreement is not neces
sary. A parish council has a num
ber of purposes. Some people 
see it as a way of helping the 
priests. Others feel it is a way of 
bringing democracy into the 
Church. And dozens of other rea
sons could be listed. The dif
ferent motivations should not 
prevent people from working to
gether, because the purposes do 
not necessari ly conflict. 

If we want to see why we have 
parish councils, it is well to study 
the Vatican Council II docu
ments . 

"In dioceses, as far as possi
ble," says Article 26 of the De
cree on the Apostolate of the 
Laity, " t he r e should be councils 
which assist the apostolic work 
of the Church, ei ther in the field 
of making the Gospel known and 
men holy, or in the chari table , 
social, or other spheres . To this 
end, clergy and religious should 
appropriately cooperate with the 
laity. While preserving the prop
er cha rac te r and autonomy of 
each organization, these councils 
will be able to promote the mu
tual coordination of various lay 
associations and enterpr ises . 

"Councils of this type ." the 
bishops continue, "should be es
tablished as far as possible also 
on the parochial, interparochial 
and interdiocesan level as well as 

Regiment Sets 

Field Mass 
The 55th annual mil i tary field 

Mass of the Rochester Regi
ment, Knights of St. John and 
the Ladies Auxiliary will be held 
at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery at 
10 a .m. Sunday, J u n e 15. This 
Mass, held on the Sunday near
est the Feas t of St. John the 
Baptist , is offered for the repose 
of the souls of depar ted mem
bers . 

Fa the r George S. Wood, pas
tor of Mother of Sorrows and 
chaplain of the regiment will be 
the celebrant and will give the 
homily. Martin Stephan is 
cha i rman , assisted by the Brig. 
Gen. Al. G. Miller. 

The regiment, under command 
of Colonel Joseph L. Cimino, 
will form in the cemetery on the 
west side of Lake A»venue and 
march to the al tar erected in 
front of All Souls Chapel. The 
public is invited to attend and 
a special invitation is extended 
to the famUies of departed 
members. It is suggested that 
gut'sts bring folding chairs . 

Mass Celebrated 
For MOS Scouts 

,Fathcr George S. Wood, pas
tor of Mother of Sorrows, cele
brated a special Mass June 3 
for parish boy scouts who had 
received the Ad Altaic Dei award 
the night before. 

The 17 boys, instructed by 
their pastor, constituted the larg
est parish group among the 60 
scouts who won the award. They 
are William Ritzenthaler. J a m e s 
Wachter. Craig Miller, Robert 
Leicht, Jeffrey Cave, Gary Fa rm
er, Stephen Melenring, Michael 
Andriulli. Andrew Karpinski, 
Robert and John Law, Gregory 
Woods. Mark and Paul Spacher . 
Mark Jozefski, Daniel Hasenauer 
and David Polansky., 
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in the national or international 
sphere . " 

Againk in Article 10, of the 
Constitution on the Church, the 
bishops say, "The laity should 
accustom themselves to working 
in the parish in close union with 
their priests, bringing to the 
church community their own and 
the world's problems, as well as 
questions concerning human sal- ' 
vation, all of which should be ex
amined and resolved by common 
deliberation. As far as possible, 
the lai tyTought to collaborate 
energetically in every apostolic 
and missionary undertaking 
sponsored by their local parish. 

"They should constantly foster 
a feeling for their own diocese, 
of which the parish is a kind of 
cell, and be ever ready at their 
bishop's invitation to part ic ipate 
in diocesan projects. Indeed, if 
the needs of cities and rural a r ea s 
are to be met, laymen should not 
limit their cooperation to the pa
rochial or diocesan boundaries, 
but slr ive to extend it to inter
parochial, interdiocesan, nation
al and international fields . . . " 

If we prayerfully think about 
these quotes from our Council 
Fathers, we find that they have 
specifically given us purposes 
(Which again do not exclude still 
other purposes) . Thus, a parish 
council should — 

Form us and others in Christ. 

Carry out the apostolic work of 
the Church, by making the Gos
pels known and men holy, and 
also by working in other a r ea s of 
human need. 

Coordinate our efforts, not 
only within the parish, but also 
outward to the diocese, the 

country, and the world. 
Help us communica te and 

solve our problems by common 
deliberation. 

Survey the needs of individuals 
and families in our parish, our 
area, our world. 

We then, basically, need a 
council to give concrete form to 
the expression " the people of 
God." 

Since we a re the Church, we 
must create the s t ruc ture — the 
parish council — that will enable 
us to incorporate these and other 
purposes. Priority must be given, 
however, to making the Gospels 
known and to helping make all 
men whole (holy). 

Four Vermont parishes — in 
the same way that some parishes 
have been consolidating their 
separa te parochial schools — 
have banded together to hire a 
single coordinator of religious 
education for the four parishes. 

The four parishes total more 
than 3,000 families and the hir
ing of one religious coordinator 
for the quar te t of parishes is seen 
education, while another parish 
plans to call upon the coordina-

Social Events 
For Visiting ^ 
Religious { 

The Sacred Heart Sisters who 
will be visiting Rochester f i e n d s 
next week will be guestsf with 
their hostesses, at two social 
events. 

Mrs. Charles Denniston of Eas t 
Avenue will give a dinner for 
them Monday night, June 19, in 
the Rochester Club, and Mrs. 
Joseph C. Wilson of Clover 
Street will entertain at luncheon 
the following day in her home. 

The Sisters, who taught at the 
former Academy, of the Sacred 
Heart on Pr ince Street, or were 
students there, will be attending 
a "Crisis in Belief" seminar dur
ing the week, at McQuaid. The 
Seminar, June 18-22, was ar ran
ged by m e m b e r s of their order 
and local a lumnae. 

The guests include Sisters 
Elizabeth Antisdale, Ruth Cun
ningham. Patr ic ia Donovan. 
Ellen Farrel l , Roseanne For
ward. Bernetta Green. Margare t 
Hannon, Madeline Howe, Maura 
Kelleher, Mary McCarthy, Eileen 
McGrady. Eileen McDonnell, 
Frances Murphy. Margare t Odi-

orne, Marguerite Seymour, 
Rosemary Statt, Ruth Whalen 
and Elizabeth White. 

Hostesses a re Miss Anne Bas-
sett, Mrs. Robert Burns, Mrs. 
Francis Dowling, Mrs. Richard 
Driscoll, Mrs. Thomas Farrel l . 

Mrs. Worthy Forward, Miss 
Kathryn Howe. Mrs. John "Leck-
inger, Miss Helen Little, Mrs. 
Robert McGraw, Miss Evelyn 
Ruth Mclntee. Mrs. Robert 
Odenbach, Mrs. Richard Red-
dington, Mrs. Raymond Statt. 
Mrs. Leo Waldert and Miss 
Helen L. Whalen. 

AWARD TO MCC GRAD 

Linda Duchyns, a graduating 
sophomore at Monroe Commu
nity College, has been awarded 
the first New York State Medical 
Record Association Award for 
proficiency. She is a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Du
chyns of Spencerport Road, 
Gates, and a graduate of Car
dinal Mooney High School. 

NAZARETH HALL 
180 Raines Park 

Co-educational-Private School 
All-day Pre School (4 Year Olds) 
and Kindergarten through 
Eighth Grade. 

Operated by thm Sittmrs of St. Joseph. 

Limited Classes of Twenty 
Individualized Instruction 
Lunches included 

Humanities, French, Firm Arts, 
Physical Education 

For Information Call 451-37S6 or 254-1925 

Registration now being taken 
OPENINGS STILL AVAILABLE 

Pre-School 0, 1 1 openings in 1st grade, 2 open
ings in 2nd grade, 3 openings in 3rd grade, 1 
opening in 4th grade, 6 openings in 6th grade, 
no openings in grades 7 or 8. i 
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as one way around an increasing 
problem: the need for competent 
personnel to direct religious edu
cation programs in parishes but 
few parishes financially able to 
support a coordinator by them
selves. 

"The geographical makeup of 
Vermont, widi 102 parishes and 
42 missions presents many limi
tations, one of which is money," 
commented the Rev. Donald La-
Rouche, assistant director of 
religious education for the Dio
cese of Burlington. 

"The bulk of these parishes 
are rural with only one priest. 
Each small parish could not pos
sibly afford a full-time profes
sional religious educator. There
fore, we must share the wealth. 
The large, more affluent parishes 
must offer a helping hand in 
sharing the financial burden." $ 

Of the four parishes joining to 
hire a religious .education co
ordinator — for which a search is 
underway — three a re in Rutland 
and one is in Wallingford. Two 
of the parishes plan to utilize the 
full range of the coordinator 's 
services. One parish plans only 
to enlist him or her in adult-
tor only for the elementary and 

secondary-school p rog rams . 

F a t h e r I iaRouche said the per
son hired Iby the four parishes 
would be accept ing a real chal
lenge. "We a r e looking for a pro
fessional, ideally an educator, 
with a m a s t e r ' s degree in reli
gious education or theology. 
This person will work in close 
conjunction with the diocesan 
Confraternity of Christ ian Doc
trine Office, which will be the 
major source of supportive aid." 

As with most coordinators, the 
one hired by the four Vermont 
parishes will help set up admin
is t rat ive procedures for all reli
gious education p rog rams in the 
parishes and be in charge of the 
budget, after a vote by the parish 
involved. 

The coordinator is in charge of 
teacher training, development of 
a catechetical l ibrary, including 
books and audio-visual material, 
and development of p rograms 
for parent education. 

"Rather than hour power, it is 
expertise we are buying," Father 
LaRouche said. "Of course, the 
special requirements of each 
parish will d ic ta te the extent of 
the coordinator's work." 

new fashion ma+h! 

1+1-3 
Two pieces of fashion add up to three separate 

looks. The dress, a tank bodice, tops a swing of 

a knife pleated skirt. Great summer cooler by itself. 

Wear the shirt jacket, and it's a suit . . . or put the 

shirt inside the tanktop and you've captured the 
layered look. Its our Jumper -tax from Cal i fornia! 

Washable, 6 5 % Dacron, 3 5 % cotton, misses* sizes 

in navy, white, red or in yellow, white and navy. 

$60. McCurdys First Impressions, Second Floor, 
AAidfown. 
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