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The New Cities and 
Ground breaking festivities for 

RIverton, a new town along the 
Genesee River in Henriet ta , a re 
set for July 15. The planned 
town — 1,300 ac res for 20,000 
people — is not unique. Not 
even in this a rea , since land 
prepara t ion will begin this sum­
mer for Gonanda, a l a rger town 
of 85,000 on 10,500 ac res of 
Wayne County. 

Reluctantly accepting the 
planned town as the city of to-
morrow, I went to the first one, 
Columbia, Md.. for a preview of 
the future. 

Columbia was conceived in the 

mind of James W. Rouse in 1963. 
Rouse may some day be a legend 
for buying up more than 20 per 
cent of Howard County, a rural 
a rea between Washington and 
Baltimore, without any one 
knowing it. 

Columbia is larger than either 
of the towns planned for this 
area. It is 14,000 acres (larger 
than Manhattan) and will have 
110,000 residents when it is com­
pleted in 1981. Columbia is plan­
ned to have seven villages sur­
rounding a downtown core. 

Now, with four villages in vari­
ous s tages of development there 
a re well over 20,000 residents, 
two colleges, and more than 45 
industries in this city that calls 
itself New America. 

The New America is much like 
the original in that all accents 
can be heard there. Many Eng­
lish c a m e when a company 
moved a branch office there, and 
Orientals . Germans , and blacks 
are living together in this town 
that was designed with the na­
tural beauty of Howard' County 
as a major consideration. 

ping mal l will be " the real Cathe­
d ra l , " a res ident predicted. 

The thrust of the new cities, 
built In a t ime when alienation 
and fear are what most city 
dwellers know best, is to engen­
der a sense of community among 
the populace. 

In each of the three completed 
villages of Columbia there is a 
community center where the 
business offices a re , a smal l 
shopping a rea for the everyday 
necessities and some recreat ional 
facility, (an indoor pool in one 
village, a health spa in another), 
Each neighborhood is built 
around an e lementary school and 
neighborhood pool. There is also 
an Interfaith Center to help fos­
ter the community feeling of 
cooperation and shared respon­
sibility. 

J a m e s Montague, the vice 
president of the Rouse Company 
who is also chairman of Colum­
bia's Religious Facilities, Corpor­
ation, and Father Zorn agreed 
that if Columbia keeps from be­
ing a bedroom community , t ha t 
will be a m e a s u r e of its success . 

People do come to Columbia 
to shop a t the Mall of 102 s tores 
and to at tend the outdoor thea­
ter. Teens come from the sur­
rounding rura l a reas to hang out 
in the city. But according to Mon­
tague, only about 15% of the 
people who live in Columbia 

worK there. 
F a t h e r Zorn c a m e to Columbia 

from New York City. He was ast 
sociate dean of Woodstock Col­
lege when it re-located from its 
home of 100 years in Howard 
County to New York city. 

Father George Zorn, SJ standing beside the poster 
used to announce the opening of Columgia's Inter­

faith Center, that now decorates his office. 
The beautiful landscaped 

yards and diversely designed 
houses a re built in a cluster 

If Columbia can be used as an around these focal points. 
example of planned towns and 
cities: the future looks a lot like 
this: 

No urban sprawl, no neon 
Signs, no bil lboards, no asphalt 
jungle, no overhead lattice of 

utility lines and poles. 
Apar tment houses, townhouses 

and one family houses will be all 
together; so will low cost, mod­
e ra t e and luxury housing. The 
number of divorces will grow and 
interracial dating will be the 
norm (to the teenagers, perhaps 
not to their pa ren t s ) . The shop-

it is precisely these beautiful 

houses and manicured lawns 
that m a k e it hard for the average 
skeptic to call this a city, with its 
downtown area on a lake dotted 
with boats, 

F a t h e r George Zorn, SJ who 
has been at the Interfaith Center 
since 1969, defined a city as a 
self-contained place that people 
come into, to shop, work, and go 
to thea te rs and museums . Con­
versely, a suburb is a place peo­
ple go ,home to, to sleep, Fa the r 
Zorn said. 

CICP Protests 
(Continued from Page 1) 

are dropping the seventh and 
eighth grades which el iminates 
three teachers. 

The student loss will total 250 
students: 80 s tudents from Holy 
Redeemer, 90 from St. Michael's 
and 80 from St. F ranc i s Xavier . 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and St. Bridget will r ea r r ange 
their grading in order to reduce 
enrol lments by about 50 stu­
dents each, and cut two teachers 
from middle and lower grades . 

St. F ranc i s Xavier also will 
probably lose two teachers and 
25 to 50 s tudents out of the mid­
dle g rades . 

I m m a c u l a t e Conception, now 

running with a deficit of $15,000, 
is not making any changes. 

They plan to try to keep their 
junior high school and m a k e up 
the deficit by cutting elsewhere 
in the parish budget. 

The elinjiination of s tudents 
represents one fourth of the 1600 
students in these schools. 

Columbians a r e "pre-oqcupied 
with their own prob lems ," ac­
cording to F a t h e r Zorn and many 
of the teenagers and recent col-
lege g radua tes who live there 
feel there is nothing for them in 
Columbia. 

Most of the residents are vet­
eran suburban dwellers?* it is a 
family place. The promotional 
l i terature reads: " . . . only a city 
can provide the full r ange of ser-
vices and institutions, recreation 
and cultural a t t ract ions that a 
family needs for its growth." 

The median age o'f the head of 
a family is 32 years and the mean 
income is $17,000, which is way 
out of balance and not a t all 
what the Rouse company had in 
mind. 

Along with these families c a m e 
family problems, and m a n y di­
vorces. Many people moved to 
this planned city thinking their 
personal lives also would be 
planned, Montague said, adding 
"They confuse the physical plan­
ning with personal p lanning." 

"We do the physical planning 
so they can do what they want 
with their l ives," he explained. 

(Next week: The par t religion 
plays in Columbians ' lives.) 

Bishop's 
Answer 

(Continued from Page 1) 
mended that the diocese increase 
its support of the inner city 
schools above the level of $200,-
000 to an extent compatible with 
diocesan financial capabili t ies. 

~ The present budgetary decision 
of $250,000 represents an in­
c rease of 25 per cent. 

This cr is is can be a grace if we 
accept it a s a challenge to re­
examine our effective mission to 
the poor. 
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PENFIELD 
Excellent 6-room ranch, plus two rooms in finished 
walkout basement. 1 % baths. Full dining room. Variety 
of large, lovely trees and shrubs on grounds. Price in­
cludes extra lot. View in three directions. Backs up tjo 
meadow. Woods adjacent. Walk to city bus. Top 
schools. Fine neighborhood with both young and older 
couples. Asking $31,500. Call 381-3509 for appoint­
ment. 62 Valley Brook Rd„ Penfield. ' 
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A t y p i c a l C o l u m b i a n s t r e e t , h i g h o n a h i l l w i t h a 
view of more of the city; and centrally located 
mailboxes where all residents of the block receive 

mail. 

our circle of 
coverage 

For the past eighteen years 
the John Camepa Agency 
has been providing families 
and businessmen alike with 
insurance coverage specif i­
cally tailored to their 
individual needs. 

Call us now and let us show 
you how our circle of cover-, 
age can work for you. 

JOHN CANEPA AGENCY 
insurance 

451 COOPER RDL 266-5225 

TRACT'S 
CHURCH SUPPLIES AND RELIGIOUS ARTICLES 

Gifts Of Remembrance 
• BRIDES 
• ANNIVERSARIES 
• WEDDINGS 

A religious gift from Tram's is 
always in good taste and many 
couples today add to the beauty of 
the liturgy by dieir own symbols 
to last as mementos of the occasion. 

Family Bibles 
A wide selection of the latest editions 
of the Bible. All types of bindings to 
grace any home. Priced from $9- SO 

Wedding Chal ice 
Simply designed in silver plate with 
gold interior for use in the Mass as 
the couple receive Communion. En­
graved to serve as a memento. $55.25 

Wedding Cross 

The traditional i rings or the more 
modern 2 hearts entwined on a cross. 
Decorative, practical. Priced from $5.00 

Mass on Day of Marr iage 
A handsome missalette of the Nuptial 
Mass, a remembrance for your guests. 
Imprinted with the couples name and 
date. In blue ink $12.00 per hundred. 
In Gold or Silver $15.00 per hundred. 

WHATEVER THE OCCASION 
TRANrS HAVE "THE" GIFT! 

TRANT'S 96 CLINTON AVE. N. 
115 FRANKLIN ST. 
Phone 454-1818 

Open Dally 8 A.M. to 5:30 PJHL 
Closed Saturdays During July tnd August 

_ PJ09.2 


