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20 Kids in Search of Homes

By JOHN DASH

Joseph and Mary Anne Bad-
amy have been married seven
years and are pretty proud of
their younger children and their
11-year-old Joey.

Kenneth and Geraldine Bergen
are proud of a ten-year matriage

that has giventthem 17-year-old
Caroline and 13\—year-old Joseph.

Both couples' are foster par-
ents.

Last year, the Badamys re-
sponded to a Courier-Journal ad-

" vertisement for someone to love,

" house and help an older boy who

had been left in institutional

, care by his mother. Mama left

town for a year.

The Bergens opened their
hearts 10 years ago as both {os-
ter parems%,,and adoptive par-
ents.

-And while the stories that
grow out of the shared lives of
these families aren’t all sweet-
ness ‘and light, they are full of
unusual and special rewards.

The Bergens' Joey is a Boy
Scout, an achievement that
makes Mrs. Bergen *'so proud 1
glow all over.” Joey is also a
member of another internation-
al group, the Little People.

When Joey first went to a Little
People meeting, Mrs. Bergen re-
calls, he looked under the table
and shouted, "Mommy‘ their

feet don't touch either.”’ Joey is
a dwarf.

After sailing through some
rocky weather, the Bergens’

Caroline hag "become a differ
ent gir»l, a beautiful and.intelli—
gent girl,” whe is heading for
college after high school gradua-
tion this June.

The Badamys' Joey is working
hi.s\way’ through a recent meeting
with his natural mother, whom
he thought was dead, and has ex-
cellent prospects ahead.

Neither Caroline nor the two
Joeys would have stood much’ 91’
a chance in today's world if it
weren’'t for their foster parents,
Miss Catherine Wobus, casework

director for the Catholic Family -

Center, acknowledges.

“Foster parents love, guide and
provide 24-hour care! 365 days a
year in their own home to home-
less children. The natural par-
ents of thesé children are un-

able to nurture and supervise
then because of physical, mental

illhess or social problems. In .

other situations the child's be-
havior or limitations are beyond

the natural parents’ ability to’

. cope,”" Miss Wobus said.

-enjoys

The Monroe County Depadrt-
ment of Social Services is the
largest provider of foster care in
the immediate Rochester com-
munity and the Catholic Family
Center 18 the Jargest private
agency providing toster care ser-
vice, she said.

Mrs. Diane Lenzo, a casewor-
er at CFC, estimates that there

~are about 20 children in need of

foster homes. These children are
troubled adolescent boys and

girls,  emotionally  disturbed

- school age children and retar-

Is There Room
In Your Heart?

Scott. a bright, healthy 10-
year-old boy with an appealing
personality is now ready to de-
velop a close relationship with
foster parents. His last two years
at a local children’'s institution
have helped him in this prepara-
tion.

Scott. like most boys his age.
making model cars,
planes and, during the summer,
fishing.

F‘orj more information about
Scott and his need for a foster
home call Mrs. Diane Lenzo at
the Catholic Family Center (716)
454-7220 or Miss Mary Lou Mil-

ler at the Monroe County De-
partment of Social Services

(716) 422-4000, extension 2409.
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ted and physically handlcapped

children of all races.

Both the county and Catholic
agency are able to give expert
counseling services to both the
foster child and the foster par-
ents and provide for board,

clothing and medical care.

Foster parents have alsqg or-
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ganized a mutual support group

Any couple interested in learn-
ing more about foster homes for
these special children are invited
to call Mrs. Lenzo at (716) 546-
7220 or Miss Mary Lou Miller of
the Monroe County Department
of Social Services (716)442-4000

extension 2409.
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have a Or, you can create a trust for

you, to accumulate an estate.
Large enough to assure the
children’s education, or to enable

her, if the day came, to lead a life
free of income worries.

Protecting your assets is
something else again. Doing it
yourself can be risky. Suppose you
become ill or disabled? You can
make the difficult decisions a lot
less difficult for her by having
vour investments handled by
professionals.

4

group of experienced financial
specialists who can help you
attain your investment goals. And,
if need be, manage your estate
much as you yourself would have.

This is what a trust de
is all about.

You are freed from all the
burdensome details, pdperwork,
and safekeeping of securities.
When you leave the management
responsibilities to us,
your investment positipn, keep
your portfolio under cgnstant
study, and make timel
recommendations to byy or sell.
You, of course, can retdin the
power of decision.
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yourself and your family. Your

attorney prepares a trust

agreement between you and the

bank. You set aside cash,

investments or life insurance in

the trust fund to achieve .
immediate or long-range

objectives. We provide continuity

in managing the fund.

What can you say

about a couple who want their
investments to have the attention
of full-time professionals? They

,must love their family and each

other very much.

To arrange a confidential
interview with one of our trust

officers, simply phone Ed Case at
428-2157.
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