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A Plea 
For Peace 

E d i t o r : , 

An o p e n l e t t e r to P r e s i d e n t 
Nixon . 

Y o u r i n a u g u r a l p l e d g e to- t h e 

American people was "to end 
t he w a r a n d win t h e p e a c e . " We 
c o m m e n d y o u r e f fo r t s t o w i n d 
d o w n t h e i n v o l v e m e n t of A m e r i 
c a n g r o u n d c o m b a t t r o o p s 
though we join those who re
quest that you set a date for total 
w i t h d r a w a l ! B u t w e u n e q u i v o c a l 
ly c o n d e m n y o u r s i m u l t a n e o u s 
o r d e r s i n t e n s i f y i n g t h e A i r W a r , 
no t on ly in V i e t n a m , bu t in L a o s 
a n d C a m b o d i a a s we l l . P a r t i c u -

F R . A L B E R T S H A M O N 

Word For 

Sunday 

Trinity Sunday: (R) Ex. 34:4-6, 
8-9. (R2) 2 Cor . 13: 11-13. (R3) J n . 
3: 16-18. 

St . A n s e l m , , A r c h b i s h o p of 
C a n t e r b u r y (1109), s a i d , " I be
l i eve in o r d e r t o u n d e r s t a n d . " 
T h i s d i c t u m m a r k e d t h e beg in 
n ing of s c h o l a s t i c i s m . 

S c h o l a s t i c i s m '• w a s t h e effor t 
of m e d i e v a l s c h o l a r s to r e c o n c i l e 
t h e m y s t e r i e s of. F a i t h wi th r e a -
son . T h i s e n d e a v o r of t h e School 
m e n g e n e r a t e d a p h i l o s o p h y 
c a l l e d " p e r e n n i a l , " b e c a u s e it 
w a s d e e m e d va l id for a l l a g e s . 

A b r a n c h of ' t h i s p h i l o s o p h y 
is on to logy — t h e s t u d y of t h e 

very being of things. Ontology 
b u r r o w s in to s u c h a b s t r a c t i d e a s 
a s e s s e n c e , n a t u r e , s u b s t a n c e , 

accident, Person. To define 
t e r m s l ike t h e s e i t w a s n e c e s s a r y 
to probe into t̂ ie mysteries of 
F a i t h a n d d i s c o v e r t h e i r h a r m o n y 
w i t h r e a s o n . 

t The doctrine ,of the Trinity, 
for i n s t a n c e , i n v o l v e s i d e a s a b o u t 
p e r s o n s a n d n a t u r e . T r i n i t y 
m e a n s t h r e e P e r s o n s p o s s e s s i n g 
o n e a n d t h e s a m e d i v i n e n a t u r e 
K n o w i n g w h a t p e r s o n a n d na
t u r e m e a n h e l p s o n e to s e e t h e r e 
is no c o n t r a d i c t i o n in t h e doc
t r i n e . T h e m y s t e r y , of c o u r s e , r e 
m a i n s : w e c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d 
how t h e Son p r p c e e d s f r o m t h e 
F a t h e r a n d is s t i l l e q u a l to H i m . 

i 

S i n c e t h e T r i n i t y is a m y s t e r y , 
w h y t a l k a b o u t ft? B e c a u s e m a n 
is m a d e to t h e i m a g e of t h e T r i n 
i ty. And because . )he is , t h e n m a n . 
l ike God , m u s t b e b o t h a n indi
v i d u a l a n d a s o c i a l b e i n g ; l ike 
God , h e m u s t b e a p e r s o n l iv ing 
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l a r l y do w e c o n d e m n t h e r e c e n t 
e s c a l a t i o n of m a s s i v e b o m b i n g in 
N o r t h V i e t m a n . We jo in o u r P r o t 
e s t a n t b r o t h e r s a n d s i s t e r s in t h e 
d e m a n d : " I n t h e n a m e of G od 
the k i l l ing of V i e t n a m e s e by 
A m e r i c a n s m u s t b e s t o p p e d by 
a n y m e a n s e x c e p t m o r e k i l l ing . 
A p e a c e o r n e g o t i a t i o n s p r o d u c e d 

by a u t o m a t e d m a s s b o m b i n g of
fends a g a i n s t h u m a n i t y a n d c a n 
not b e j u s t . " 

T h e c u r r e n t u p s u r g e of b a t t l e 

in Vietnam demonstrates, Mr. 
P r e s i d e n t , t h a t a m i l i t a r y so lu t ion 
to t h e V i e t n a m w a r c a n b e 
a c h i e v e d on ly (if, i n d e e d , it c a n 
be achieved at all) by means that 
are disproportionate, unjust and 
immoral, a heinous offense 
a g a i n s t G od a n d m a n . 

As hard as it may be, you must 
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in a community of love with 
o t h e r p e r s o n s . 

One of the great errors of the 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y is i n d i v i d u a l 
a b s o l u t i s m , t h a t i s , t h i n k i n g of 
m a n only a s a n i n d i v i d u a l a n d 
f o r g e t t i n g h i s c o m m u n i t y a s p e c t . 
I n d i v i d u a l a b s o l u t i s m s e t s t h e 
r i g h t s of a m a n a b o v e t h e r i g h t 
of m a n k i n d , a n i n d i v i d u a l ' s good 
o v e r t h e c o m m o n good . 

I n d i v i d u a l a b s o l u t i s m p r e v a i l s 
in o u r n e w j o u r n a l i s m — " a d v o 
c a c y j o u r n a l i s m . " A d v o c a c y j o u r 
n a l i s m b e l i e v e s not in o b j e c t i v e 
r e p o r t i n g b u t in r e p o r t i n g pe r 
s o n a l o b j e c t i v e s . I t fits t h e n e w s 
to p r i n t . T h u s a L e i g h t o n F o r d 

Crusade gets buried by advocacy 
j o u r n a l i s t s , b u t a p r o t e s t m a r c h 
of 150 anti-war demonstrators 
g e t s TV l i m e l i g h t a n d b a n n e r 
h e a d l i n e s . Not n e w s is b e i n g re 
p o r t e d , ' b u t v i e w s — e v e n t h o u g h 
s u c h r e p o r t i n g i m p e r i l s t he 
d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s . 

I n d i v i d u a l a b s o l u t i s m p r e v a i l s 
w h e n o n e i n d i v i d u a l c a n r i d e 
r o u g h s h o d o v e r t h e will of t h e 
m a n y r e g a r d i n g p r a y e r s in 
s c h o o l s . I n d i v i d u a l a b s o l u t i s m 
p r e v a i l s w h e n c o u r t s in a con
t e m p t i b l e c a r i c a t u r e of j u s t i c e 

deny parental rights to school 
a id . I n d i v i d u a l a b s o l u t i s m p r e 
v a i l s w h e n c o u r t s on l e g a l t ech 
n i c a l i t i e s p r o m o t e p o r n o g r a p h y 
u n d e r t h e g u i s e of p r o t e c t i n g in
d i v i d u a l r i g h t s — t h e dev i l w i th 
t h e r e s t of s o c i e t y ! W e n e e d to b e 
reminded of what Charles Fox 
d e c l a r e d in t h e t r i a l of W a r r e n 
H a s t i n g s : " T h e f i rs t p r i n c i p l e of 
g o v e r n m e n t is t h e wil l of t h e 
m a n y ! " 

B o e t h i u s . a fifth c e n t u r y phi
l o s o p h e r , de f ined p e r s o n a s a n 
i n d i v i d u a l . T h a t w a s on ly half 

the definition, Only recently 
h a v e w e d i s c o v e r e d t h e s e c o n d 
half, n a m e l y , o t h e r n e s s . A pe r 
son is a n i n d i v i d u a l w h o r e l a t e s 
to o t h e r s . In t h e T r i n i t y F a t h e r . 

Son and Holy Spirit are distinct 
P e r s o n s . H o w e v e r , t h e F a t h e r is 
F a t h e r p r e c i s e l y in r e l a t i o n to 
His Son , a n d t h e Holy Sp i r i t is 
Holy S p i r i t p r e c i s e l y in r e l a t i o n 
to bo th F a t h e r a n d Son . T h e P e r 
s o n s in t h e T r i n i t y a r e s u b s t a n 
t ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p s " 

So i n d i v i d u a l s b e c o m e fully 
p e r s o n s i n s o f a r a s t h e y r e l a t e to 
others. In proportion as that re
lationship breaks down so per-
s o n h o o d d i s i n t e g r a t e s . 

O u r o v e r s t r e s s on i n d i v i d u a l 
ity is a n u n d e r s t a n d a b l e r e a c t i o n 
to t h e t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m of t h e l a s t 
few generations. However, un
restrained individualism wilb 
b r e e d a n a r c h y . A nd a n a r c h y wi l l ' 

spawn that detestable destroyer 
of al l r i g h t s — d i c t a t o r s h i p ! 

The antidote? A trinitarian-, 
t y p e of c o m m u n i t y : p e r s o n s liv
ing in a r e l a t i o n s h i p of l ove for 
e a c h o t h e r o u t of l ove for God . 

s q u a r e l y f ace th i s fac t a n d s e e k 
a po l i t i ca l c o m p r o m i s e wi th t h e 
v a r i o u s c o n t e n d i n g fo r ce s . F o r a 
-nego t i a t ed s e t t l e m e n t i s t h e only 
m o r a l a l t e r n a t i v e to m o r e b o m b 
ing , m o r e b l o o d s h e d , m o r e p r i s 
o n e r s . C e r t a i n l y , it it t h e only 
w a y you c a n win for us t h e p e a c e 
you p r o m i s e d . 

F a t h e r s W i l l i a m A m a n n , 
R a y m o n d B o o t h , J a m e s 

B o y l e , D a v i d C a l l a n , Rob
e r t Co l l ins , G e r o g e Co-

cuzzi, William Donnelly, 
B e n e d i c t E h m a n n , G e o r g e 
G a u t h i e r , W i l l i a m Graf , 
G e r a l d H a i n e r , R o b e r t 
Kreckel, James Lawler. 
William Lum, Mark Miller, 
John Phillips, William 
R o c h e , J a m e s S c h w a r t z , 
D a n i e l T o r m e y , L a u r e n c e 
T r a c y , T h o m a s W a t t s , 
. John W a l s h , G e o r g e Wi-
a n t , C h a r l e s M u l l i g a n . . 

Bishop's Action 

Hopeful Sign 
E d i t o r : 

I feel t h a t B i s h o p H o g a n ' s 
decision to go to Washington 
a n d m e e t w i th o u r po l i t i ca l l ead
e r s is a hopefu l s i gn t h a t t h e 
Church is, indeed, alive and re
sponsive to contemporary moral 
i s s u r s , in th i s c a s e t h e Viet
n a m w a r . 

F o r s o m e t i m e now t h e r e h a s 
b e e n m u c h c r i t i c i s m of t he 
A m e r i c a n h i e r a r c h y ' s p a s s i v e 
leadership on the morasl ques
tions involved in the Vietnam 
w a r . B i s h o p H o g a n ' s a c t i o n s 
now, as in the past, leave little 
room for this type of criticism 
h e r e . If t h e r e s t of o u r p r i e s t s 
and laity would da as much I 
t h ink t h a t we C h r i s t i a n s cou ld 
h a v e a r e a l i n f l u e n c e on t h e qua l 
i ty of life on th i s e a r t h . T h e k ing
d o m of God will c o m e to fulfill
m e n t on e a r t h on ly w h e n C h r i s 
t i a n s b e g i n to a p p l y g o s p e l 
values to the public, as well as 
t he p r i v a t e , s p h e r e . C h r i s t i a n s 

can no longer afford the luxury 
of l e a v i n g d e c i s i o n s i nvo lv ing 
p u b l i c m o r a l i t y to o u r po l i t i ca l 
l e a d e r s a l o n e . T h e v a l u e s of o u r 
r e l i g i o u s h e r i t a g e m u s t b e h e a r d 
by o u r po l i t i ca l l e a d e r s . Of itself, 

Bishop Hogan's action should 
not be c o n s i d e r e d a s a n e x t r a 
o r d i n a r y e v e n t , b u t only a s t h e 
n a t u r a l r e s p o n s e of o n e c o m m i t 
ted to t h e w o r k of C h r i s t ' s 
C h u r c h h e r e in A m e r i c a 

J o h n J . E r b 

491 Lyell Ave. 
R o c h e s t e r . N . Y . 14606 

Letter Chides 
Q 

Governor 
E D I T O R : 

E x c e r p t s of a l e t t e r to t h e 
g o v e r n o r . 

Dear Gov. Rockefeller: 
T h e r e u n d o u b t e d l y a r e p e o p l e 

who "let emotion sHand" in the 
w a y of t r u t h . " B u t w h e n o t h e r 

people allow otbcii factors to 
s t a n d in i t s w a y . I t h i n k w e h a v e 
to a s k wi th P o n t i u s P i l a t e , " W h a t 
is t r u t h ? " 

You h a v e r e p o r t e d l y s a i d 
t h a t " T h e t r u t h is t h ^ t t h i s r e p e a l 
. . . wou ld not e n d ' a b o r t i o n s . " 
I s t h e r e a n y o n e r e a j l y so n a i v e 
a s to t h i n k t h a t it w o u l d ? M r . 
R o c k e f e l l e r , t h i s is al d i s o r t l o n of 
p e o p l e s ' t r u e o b j e c t i v e s . R e p e a l 
ing t h e p r e s e n t d e p l o r a b l e l aw 
wou ld c e r t a i n l y not e n d a b o r 
t i ons b u t t h e r e a l t r u t h is t h a t it 
w o u l d m a k e t h e m i l l ega l . And 

the dreadful truth 'is that the 
p r e s e n t l a w d o e s m a k e t h i s hor
r ib l e c r i m e l ega l : p r o s t i t u t i o n , 
r a p e a n d e x t r a u t e r i n e m u r d e r . 
But the law wouldj not m^Ke 
them any less a crirne. That is 
t h e p l a i n t r u t h . 

Y o u h a v e a l s o a l l e g e d l y s t a t e d 
t h a t you a r e no t s u r e t h a t t h e les- ' 
islature's decision Represented 
" t h e will of t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e 
p e o p l e of N e w Y q r k S t a t e . " 
W h a t a n i n d i c t m e n t j of o u r de -
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mocracy! If this is true, then I 
ask. can we ever be sure that the 
men in our legislature are hon
estly representing us? If the vote 
h a d b e e n reversed l , cou ld w e no t 
s a y t h e s a m e t h i n g ? Why do w e 
h a v e a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e g o v e r n 
m e n t , if o u r G o v e r n o r c a n n o t 
t r u s t o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ? 

F i n a l l y , I shou ld l ike to r e f e r 
to a n o t h e r q u o t a t i o n a t t r i b 
u t ed to you . It is diff icul t to be
l ieve , bu t t h i s is ithe w a y I s a w 
it r e p o r t e d : " I do not b e l e v e 
it r i g h t for one g r o u p to i m p o s e 
its vision of morality on an entire 
society." If this quotation is true, 
t h e n I s u b m i t , M r . G o v e r n o r , 

that you have been woefully 
m i s i n f o r m e d . As a m e m b e r of t h e 
A m e r i c a n Assoc i a t i on on M e n t a l 
Def i c i ency , I p e r s o n a l l y coope r 
a t e d wi th J e w s a n d P r o t e s t a n t s 
las t y e a r in w o r k i n g on a reso lu 
t ion a g a i n s t l ega l i zed a b o r t i o n . 
I a s s u r e you t h a t it is by no m e a n s 
" o n e g r o u p " wh ich is i m p o s i n g 
its v is ion of m o r a l i t y on a n e n t i r e 
soc i e ty . 

Rev. E. Charles Bauer 
B o s c o H o u s e 

Rating System 
For Sermons 
E d i t o r ; 

T h e p r i e s t s of t o d a y h a v e m a n y 
b l e s s i n g s for which they shou ld 
be thankfu l — bu t a b l e s s i n g 
t h a t t h e y m a y not be a w a r e of 
a n d one they u s e q u i t e m i s e r l y — 
is t he b l e s s i n g t h a t t h e y c a n 

speak out to their parishioners 
wi thou t f e a r of d i s m i s s a l . T o ex-
exemplify this freedom more ex
plicitly let me share with the 
r e a d e r s of t h e C o u r i e r - J o u r n a l a 

s e r m o n - r a t i n g s y s t e m t h a t is 
m a k i n g t h e r o u n d s of P r o t e s t a n t 

"Newsletters" anid the results 
t h a t c a n c o m e a b o u t if a P r o t e s t 
an t c o n g r e g a t i o n d i s a p p r o v e s . 

G — G e n e r a l l y a c c e p t a b l e to 
e v e r y o n e . Fu l l oif inoffens ive , 
p u e r i l e p l a t i t u d e s s u c h a s " G o 
ye into all the world and smile", 
a n d " W h a t the wor ld n e e d s is 
p e a c e u n d moWirrhQgn;," Thjg 

s e r m o n is u s u a l l y d e s c r i b e d a s 
" w o n d e r f u l " o r " m a r v e l o u s " . „ 

M — F o r m o r e m a t u r e c o n g r e 
g a t i o n s . At t i m e s th i s s e r m o n 
e v e n m a k e s t he gospe l r e l e v a n t 
to t o d a y ' s i s s u e s , in s u b t l e w a y s , 
of course. It may even contain 
m i l d s u g g e s t i o n s for c h a n g e . 
T h i s s e r m o n is g e n e r a l l y de
s c r i b e d a s " c h a l l e n g i n g " o r 

"thought provoking", even 
t h o u g h no o n e i n t e n d s to t a k e 
a n y a c t i o n o r c h a n g e a n y a t t i 
t u d e s . 

R — Def in i te ly r e s t r i c t e d to 
t hose w h o a r e not u p s e t by t r u t h . 

This sermon "tells it like it is". 
It is v e r y t h r e a t e n i n g to t he c o m 
fo r t ab l e . It is miost often de
s c r i b e d a s " d i s t u r b i n g " o r " con 
t r o v e r s i a l ' ; a n d u s u a l l y i n d i c a t e s 
that the preacher has an outside 
s o u r c e of i n c o m e . 

X — P o s i t i v e l y l i m i t e d to t hose 
w h o c a n h a n d l e e x p l o s i v e i d e a s . 
This sermon really "socks it to 
' e m " . I t is t h e k ind of s e r m o n t h a t 
landed Jeremiah in the well, 
got Amos run out of town, and 

set things up for the stoning of 
Stephen. It is always described 
as "shocking" or "in poor taste". 
The minister who preaches this 
s e r m o n h a d b e t t e r h a v e h i s su i t 
c a s e p a c k e d a n d life i n s u r a n c e 
p a i d . 

.Attention Priests' Council: 
H o w a b o u t a n n o u n c i n g f r o m al l 
p u l p i t s w h a t r a t i n g y o u r s e r m o n 
will b e s o t h a t y o u r p a r i s h i o n e r s 
will attend one suitable to their 
t a s t e ? 

Anne Christoff 
A l l e n ' s C r e e k R o a d 

R o c h e s t e r 

United Ireland 
Their Goal 
E d i t o r : 

We the R o c h e s t e r C h a p t e r of 
I r i s h N o r t h e r n Aid w i s h to t h a n k 
Mr . K o r b for p u t t i n g i n t o w o r d s 
o u r f ee l ings r e g a r d i n g t h e I r i sh 
in the U.S. in his letter 4-26 
i s s u e of t h e C o u r i e r . W e b e l i e v e 

as he does that if all the Irish in 
t he U.S . w e r e o r g a n i z e d in to one 
c o h e s i v e g r o u p a u n i t e d I r e l a n d 
wou ld soon b e c o m e a n a c c o m 
p l i s h e d fac t . 

In our initial efforts to organize 
o u r c h a p t e r , w e w e r e c o n f r o n t e d 
wi th c o m p l a c e n o V , i n d i f f e r e n c e 
a n d e v e n hos t i l i t y in a few c a s e s , 
f r o m p e o p l e f r o m w h o m w e ex
p e c t e d s u p p o r t . B e i n g p e r s i s t e n t , 
w e g r a d u a l l y bu i l t u p a n i n t e r e s t , 
t h r o u g h d o n a t i o n s a n d t h r o u g h a 

bene f i t d a n c e w e r a i s e d a s u b 
s t a n t i a l s u m of m o n e y w h i c h w e 
h a v e f o r w a r d e d on t h r o u g h o u r 
h e a d office in N Y C . t o a i d t h e 
distressed people of Northern 
I r e l a n d . 

We. along with over 60 other 
c h a p t e r s f rom c o a s t to c o a s t ( a n d 
g r o w i n g ) a r e d o i n g s o m e t h i n g 
to h e l p t h e p e o p l e o v e r t h e r e . W e 
p r o v i d e f i nanc i a l a s s i s t a n c e a n d 
c l o t h i n g to v i c t i m s of t h e r e p r e s 
s i v e po l i c i e s of t h e B r i t i s h a n d 
S t o r m o n t G o v e r n m e n t s . 

On M a r c h j j w $ h e l d fl flflnc? 
w h i c h w a s c o n s i d e r e d o n e of 
t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l f u n c t i o n s 

r u n by t h e I r i s h h e r e In R o c h e s 
t e r in y e a r s . T h e a t t e n d a n c e w a s 

approximately 420, to those who 
s u p p o r t e d u s w e a r e d e e p l y 
g r a t e f u l bu t w h e n w e c o m p a r e 
o u r a t t e n d a n c e a g a i n s t t h e m a n y 
t h o u s a n d s of p e o p l e of I r i s h de s 
c e n t h e r e in R o c h e s t e r w e c a n n o t 
he lp w o n d e r i n g w h e r e t h e r e s t 
w e r e t h a t n i g h t . 

In o u r op in ion , it is t i m e t h e 
I r i sh s tood u p to b e c o u n t e d , to 
take pride in their great heri
tage and to unite in this great 
effort to r e m o v e fo r a l l t i m e t h e 
b o n d s of o p p r e s s i o n f r o m t h e 
h a r d p r e s s e d m i n o r i t y in N o r t h 
e r n I r e l a n d , w h o n o w s t a n d wi th 
t h e i r b a c k s to t h e w a l l d e f e n d 
ing t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t a v a s t l y 
s u p e r i o r e n e m y , j u s t b e c a u s e 
t h e y d a r e d to a s k fo r e q u a l i t y 

u n d e r t h e l a w . 

James Mc gtonnell, president 
Rochester Chapter 

I r i s h N o r t h e r n A i d C o m m i t t e e 
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