
Pope Paul Warns 
Of World War 
Possibilities 

as for Vietnam Cease-Fire 
Pope Paul VI acknowledges cheers from a group of pilgrims during his 
weekly general audience at the Vatican. In a speech followir g the audience, 
the pontiff called for a cease-fire in Vietnam and serious 
end the "murderous and senseless destruction" there. The Pope's appeal 
came in reply to a letter from some 150 American students attending the 

Rome Center of Loyola University of Chicago. (I^NS) 

Vatican City - i(RNS) - Pope 
Paul has issued a chilling warn­
ing about the possibility of a third 
world war if the major powers 
continue to tantaliize eaclj other 
with raw tests of sltrength. 

The pontiff spoke of such 
trouble spots as Southeast Asia 
and the Middle East , and called 
on all parties in the Vietnam war 
to return to negotiations toward 
peace. 

Although he refrained from 

mentioning any miajor power by 
name it was evident to some 
Vatican officials that the pon­
tiff's r emarks concerned the re­
cent developments in Vietnam 

where the United States sealed 
off sea access to the North by 

mining harbors. 
The pontiff's message to peo­

ple in St. Pe te r ' s Square on the 
Feas t of the Ascension was given 

in particularly gloomy wording, 
and the Pooe's voice rang with 
emotion. 

He declared thait apy antago­
nistic action on llhe part of a 
major power could set off a high­
ly explosive and deadly situation. 

"We must try to avoid at all 
costs any extreme test of strength 
and any definite breaking of rea­

sonable negotiations," the Pope 
said, adding: 

"These are days of trepidation. 
R u m o r s of uncer ta inty and dan­
ger a r e heard everywhere . Some 
places are full of menace, es­
pecially the Near and Far East 

"The situation seems to as­
sume a character of extreme 
gravity for the peace of the 
world." 

Pope Pau l Issued a s te rn warn­
ing to the world leaders not to 

cause a further escalation of 
trouble by t rying to build u p their 
prest ige. 
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Vatican Journalist Sees 
U.S. Church as Shaken 
Vatican City - (RNS) ~ The 

Roman Catholic Church in the 
United States is being shaken 
to its roots by "a tremendous 
e a r t h q u a k e . " according to an 
article in L 'Osservatore della 
Domenica. the Vatican City 
weekly. 

The art icle, written by Batt is ta 
Mondinn. a lay Italian theolo­
gian, said that evidence of the 
" c h a o s " in the Church in the 
U.S. can be found daily in media 

accounts of church news. 
Asserting that U.S. Church 

presents a "frightening and dis­
t ress ing" picture of 'defections 
iind turmoil" among the clergy 
and religious and laity." Mondinn 
declared: "A t remendous ear th­
quake is shaking the Church in 
the I 'nited States to its roots ." 

Ho said that "almost every 
d;iy" newspapers and magazines 
"give us news of some fresh dis­
aster -- priests who abandon 
their ministries to take wives, 
nuns who abandon their con­
vents, parish schools which close 
their doors for lack of teachers 
and monoN 

"It is .i frightening and dis­
tressing picture which no one 
would ever have imagined six or 
seven sea r s ago. ' he added. 

The writer complained that 
too often, in Catholic publica­
tions, reports of defections and 
accounts of turmoil are given al-
most "with an air of t r iumph ." 
In the l ' S.. Mondinn said, there 
flourishes "a new religious liter­
ature, in which, with masochistic 
fury - hardly known not only in 
the history of the Church, but in 
any other society — American 
Catholic authors are flogging 
their Church to dea th . " 

However. d e s p i t e ^ < l o c t r i n a l 
aberrat ions and defections and 
acts of t reason ." the wri ter said 

he felt that "there is still a silent 
majority which has remained 
faithful to the basic obligations 
of Christianity and which con­
tinues to live an admirab le Chris­
tian life of prayer , sacrifice, obe­
dience and pa t ience ." 

"We therefore have good rea­
sons to believe that the silent 
majority will guarantee the sur-
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vival of the Catholic Church in 
the United States," he said. 

In his attack; on religious jour­
nalism, Mondinn said that "in­
stead of tending to the bleeding 
wounds of theijr Church, writers 
willingly lend themselves to 
those journal is t ic fabrications 
which a re typical of our t ime, 
especially when the victim is the 
Catholic C h u r c h " 

He said that t r ibutes to Fa the r 
Hans Kung, the controversial 
Swiss theologian, who has ques­
tioned the doctrine of papal in­
fallibility, have been g rea te r 
in America than anywhere else. 
He said Father Kung was being 
praised in the U.S. " thanks to 
his acid criticism" of the Church. 
Many Catholic.authors, he said, 
"following Kung's e x a m p l e , " 

have launched- a wave of criti­
cism "often more grave and more 
offensive thani any Protestant 
authors would dare to make." 

Papal Aide Cites 
Value of Media 

Vatican City — (RNS) — Arch­
bishop Edward L. Heston. presi­
dent of the Pontifical Commis­
sion for Social Communicat ions, 
said the Church 's observance of 
World Communications Day was 
designed to remind Catholics of 
their duty to support and pro­
mote mass communications me­
dia "that exisfto uphold and de-
fend the truth and m a k e Chris­
tian values prevail in society." 

In a s ta tement over Vatican 
Radio, the archbishop said the 
question the individual believer 
must put to himself is, "What 
support can I give this effort9 

How can I hope to promote, how 
can I hope to spread, the truth 
throughout the m a s s m e d i a ? " 

"It is absolutely true," he af­
firmed, "that-getting Christ's 
truth to all men is a m a t t e r of life 
and death." 

The truth, Archbishop Heston 
added, which is essentially "the 
Christian m e s s a g e , " the "good 
news," that Christ ians have to 
tell the world, Is the t ruth enun­
ciated by J e s u s when He said, " I 
am the Way. the Truth and the 
Life. No one can come to the 
Father except through Me." 
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| J^et the Children Lome la^Ati 77 

t e l l i ng Bible stories to ch i ldren is a happy t ime for missionar ies . . . seeing them 

discover how much God loves them and is their lifetime friend... the Good News! 

For 150 years the Society for the Propagation of the Faith has 
shared in th is great joy of missionary service — te l l ing others the 

Good News of the Gospels. 
Ih celebration of this anniversary, we will send you a Commemorative Edition 
elf the GOOD NEWS FOR MODERN MAN (The New Testament) as a fitting gift to 
yjou who have helped make this possible through your generous sacrifices 
fpr the missions. [ 

Return this coupon today with your special anniversary gift. 

Enclosed is my anniversary gift for the missions: "3-17 -72 
• $5 D*10 D$25 Q$50 D$100 D$500 Q $1000 

Please send me my copy of the GOOD NEWS. 
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Salvation and Service are the work of 

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Send your gift to; 

Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart 
OR Diocesan Director 

123 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 1J4604 

Rev. Msgr. Edward T. O'Meara 
National Director 

Dept. C, 366 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10001 
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