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hEOREE BEAHON
*“In This
Corner”

Sports writers equipped with port-
able typewriters and credit cards have

"long since scrambled back from spring

training. Even before they launched

their tours of baseball exercise camps
they were equipped with the all-impor-
tant “winter book’ out of Lost Wages,
Nevada.

Most of them studied the *“line”
and went with the chalk before releas-
ing their selections to their devoted
subscribers.

Forget the winter book and forget
the experts’ graded selections. It's a
Whole New Ballgame.

All the figures are changed, thanks
to the 13-day player strike (or was it
an owners’ strike?) that finally earned
baseball the authentic sobriquet of
National Pastime — going on strike.
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When the athletes checked their
double-knit uniforms and lunch pails,
Vegas had the World Champion Pitts-
hurgh Pirates on top in the National
League at 2-1, and the American
League champion Baltimore Orioles
favored at a generous 8 to 5. On the
bottom in the AL were Milwaukee,
Cleveland and Texas, all at 100 to 1,
In the NL, the dogs were Philadelphia
at 50 to 1, San Diego and Montreal at
100 to 1 each. °

The wizards of o had everything
else — an assortment}of 16 other clubs
— somewhere in “Between, varying
from 5 to 2 down to 15 to 1. Now Vegas
has cut down its line, and many a
baseball writer would like to buy back
his predictions.

The odds, incidentally, someone
somewhere [igured out, against play-
ing the board, or picking every possible
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mbiiiation,; are a modest 2 trillion, .

149 billion, 908 million, 480 thousand

to 1. Less the vigorish, if you can find

anyone willing to book your action.

The Whole New Ballgame is created
by the! new, unbalanced schedule
which simply wiped out matchups that
are now cancellations, not postpone-
ments.

Suddenly, some of the dogs in both
races found themselves picking up
some very solid advantages.

Prime case is San Diego, almost
everybody’s pick to be lucky to finish
the course, much less finish ahead of
anybody. The Padres were relieved of
nine assignments — eight of them on
the road, and four of these against a
contender, San Francisco. Now, when
San Diego plays at San Francisco, the
bookmakers don't even put up a price
like 10 to 3, which is extravagant. In-
stead, they spot the Padres 24 runs,
like a default win for the opposition.

Froml the opposition viewpoint,
how do you think Harry Walker, resi-
dent genius of the Houston Astros
dugout, felt about blowing four home
dates with these same Padres? Four
“gimmees’’ is what Houston lost.

Ralph Houk is one of 14 brave souls
who anngunced they could win pen-
nants this year, which means that at
least 12 guys are going to need all the
help they can get from their speech
writers next banquet season.
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Houk took an edge in the reduced
schedule when™ his Yankees ‘‘lost"
three dates with Detroit, a good solid
club, and four with the Orioles, who
are the best. :

The St. Louis Cardinals, whe stum-
blgd and fell coming out of the gate,
might npot have hurt so much had they
not blown four home dates, three of

them with the sick Phillies.
The L.A Dodgers, considered by a

- consensus to be the most logical club

to upend the Pirates in th L, blew
six games to the strike. Minnesota and
Cinci, both rated contenders, lost seven
and five respectively.

So a reappraisal is due, with the add-
ed advantage of knowing now that San
Francisco can’'t play heavyweight
slugger Willie McCovey — not with a
recently broken arm. .

It says here they’'ll do it this way,
now that conditions are changed. NL
East: Chicago, Pittsburgh, New York,
St. Louis, Montreal and Philadelphia.
NL West: Los Angeles, Houston, Cin-
cinnati, Atlanta, San Francisco and
San Diego.

AL West: Chicage, Oakland, Min-
nesota, Kansas City, California, Texas.
AL East: Detroit (no chalk here); Balti-
more (no F. Robinson here); Boston,
New York, Milwaukee, Cleveland. As
the man in the slouch hat would say,
if these horses get beat, don't’ panic.
We’ll give you more next year.
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Spring Co;icert Set
At Mercy High

Mercy High School’s annual
spring concert will be presented .
at 8 p.m. Thursday, May 18.

)

City Police
Rochester will be noting Na-
tional Police Week from Sun-
day, May 14 through Saturday,
May 20. The week has been
specially authorized by Pres-
sident Nixon in public tribute to
police officers across the nation.

- JOHN DOSER

Scholastic
Notebook

Right” from the rock opera,
Jesus Christ Superstar, and a
medley from Carousel. -

C , The orchestra, directed by Sis-
Highlight of the local observ-e tar Marie David, includes in its
ance will be Peace Officer Mem- prooram “Gentle on my Mind”

Og?l Day on May 15 to honor yy john Hartford, ‘“‘Jesus Joy of
officers who have been kKilled or Map's Desiring” by Bach, and a  join voices on “Up, Up with Peo-
disabled in the line of duty. modern arrangement of Bach’s ple’’ and two other selections.

Special exhibits are planned ork by Tom Parker. The chorus, also directed by o

Seniors Catherine Bezek and
Judith Welch are soloists.

The glee club and chorus will

It's good to hear George Bea- Catholics finished 1-2-34. But

hon’s typewriter humming again. “you know something? We've
gotten better for it. Last year

When Mr. B. wrote his sports
column for the Democrat &

Chronicle a few years ago, he
didn’'t have an equal in his peer
group.

Few sports stories broke in
town which didn't break in his

¢olumn first. His colleagyes ack-
nowledged his departure to Fin-

§er Laheo wilh a nice party but
no sportswriter in Rochester
came close to filling the Beahon

void. Not then, not since, not
now. It’s nice to ha\_re him back.

WATCHING Mooney go
against East High in baseball
was veteran coach Dan Murray,
now athletic direcgor of the
Oriental’s East Main St. Campus.

Don said he really gets burned
up when he reads about the ex-
ploits.of Monroe County League
athletic teams, generally speak-
ing, in comparison with City-

Catholic League teams.

al

*“The county is so great that

last year in the baseball sec-

tionals they went up.against our
third best team,’’ Don said.

“The county League ignores
the best the City-Catholic League
has in baseball. They're tougher
in basketball, that I'll concede,
but who do they think they're
kidding when it comes to base-

ball?

*«Our best last year was Cardi-
nal Mooney, and very Ilikely
it’ll be Mooney again, but tpey
won't let Mooney in the section-

als. Last year Jefferson, our sec-
ond best team, went into the

Class A sectionals, so we sent
our third best team into the Class
AA tournament.

“Why don’t the county schools
Five up in Wnis Catholic hound-
ary stuff and get down to the
brass tacks of playing the best
schools they can?’’ Dot asked.

He explained that when the

City and Catholic leagues merg-
ed a few years ago the City was

prepared to take its lumps, and
did. . |

“The first time we played the

Courier-Journal -

Mooney won but city teams were
2-3-4. We're playing better ball

because we're playing a better
brand of ball.

“There's no doubt in my mind
that the City-Catholic League
is a tougher, all-around league
than any of the county divisions,”’
Don said.

“After all, how tough are they
when the best they can do is

knock off our third best!"”’
® [ ) [ ]

« MURRY had other interest-
ing news too. The C-C football
league will expand to 12 teams
with Charlotte and Monroe re-
turning next year on a ‘‘reor-
ganized-reorganization’”’  basis.
Both will schedule games against
some county schools as the lat-
ter’s ninth game.

Murray also said the C-C bas-
ketball league has adopted a

solid 18-game schedule— leaving
absolutely no room for non-
league games, including parti-
cipation in Christmas Tourna-
ments. '

The -C-C will divide into Big
City, Small City and Catholie
Divisions, with the Bigs and the
Catholics playing each other
twice and the Smalls once. The
Smalis play each other twice and
the Bigs and the Catholics once.
The Smalls will have room for
some non-league games. Four

games to be exact.

dquare Fair
In 19th Ward

Aberdeen Square, at the cor-
ner of Aberdeen and Post Ave.,
will be the site on Saturday,
May 13, of the fifth' annual
Square Fair organized by the
19th Ward Community Associa-

tion. Rain date is Sunday, May
14, C

There will be arts and craits

boutiques, a book bpoth, baked
goods, flea market, games and
musie, from 10 a.m; until 5 p.m.
A pancake and sausage break-
fast will be sérved from- 7 until
11 a.m. Michael and Susan Orem
of Melrose Street are chairmen.

at the plaza level of the Public
Safety Building throughout the

p.m. Friday, May 19. anna'’

The glee club, directed by Sis-
week until special services at 2 ter Mary Barbara, will sing “‘Hos-
' and “Everything's All

Sister Barbara, will sing ‘‘Sha-
lom” and selections from Fid-
dler on the Roof.

We justlowered

the rates on

low~cost

, §

Life Insurance

Incorporated 1850

. 325-3250 325.3979
E. Main-& Franklig's
State at Main %7
Hunter Plaza -
Suvuthtown Plaza -

» Greece Towne Mall
Country Club Plaza

Wednesday, May 10, 1972

For over.30 years, people who live or work

in New York State have enjoyed-a very
special advantage: the right to buy life
insurance at very low cost from a Mutual
Savings Bank. Hundreds of thousands of
cost-conscious New Yorkers have exercised
this right to the point where SBLI now has
over $2.8 bitlion in force. But we're not
resting on our laurels.

Effective January 1, 1972, SBL! has
reduced its rates still further on all
policies. . .making iow-cost Savings .
Bank'Life Insurance an aven better
buy than ever before.

- Yes, while the price of aimost everything

we need has gone up, the rates for Savings
Bank Life Insurance have come down.

Here's an example of SBLI's new, low rates
This Ghart shows the significant reduction
in rates for a

$20,000 5 Year Renewable Term Plan..

New Ar;nual Rates

$ 56.00
59.00
64.20
76.00

103.40
147,09
223.20
. 339.20

~

Age . AOId Annual Rates

20 $ 86.00
25 89.00
30 94.20
35 ; 106.00
40 N 133.80
45 17920
50 253.20
55 - - - 369.00-

SBLI is available in amounts from $1,000
t0.$30,000 to people who live or work in .
New York State and their blood rélatives.
All policies pay'dividends. as earned, at
the end of the first year, which can further
reduce the cost of your insurance.
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