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The-decision by a three-judge 
federal -panel to bar aid to pri
vate schools' under the state 
Mandated Services Act drew 
immediate and harshly eritical 
response from diocesan officials. 

N Father Daniel Brent, diocesan 
.superintendent of schools, call
ing the decision "a serious fi
nancial blow to our schools" 
and also declared that "the 

^courts Jseem to-be aligning them
selves as unwitting conspirators 

|f-in making it increasingly diffi
cult for parents to provide a 
valuetoriented education for. 
tjieir children." 

The state,j according to Atty. 
Gen. Louis Lefkowitz, will ap
peal the decision to the United 
States Supreme Court which 
| t the-only court that can hear 
^appeals from decisions by fed-
feral thr6e-jUdg6'«6oluitS on spe
cial-constitutional questions. 

The decision will cost the dio
cese about $1.3 million in aid 
per year which constitutes re
imbursement for state-required 

services such as 
examinations, ms 
tendance records" 
other reports. 
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The court found, in a 2-1 de
cision, that the aid violated the 
constitutional separation of 
Church and state. District Judge 
Morris Lasker wrote the opinion 
with the concurrence of Judge 
Paul R. Hays. Judged Edmund L. 
Palmieri dissented, i 

The law was challenged by the 
Committee for Public Educa
tion and Religious Liberty 
(PEARL), a coalition of 33 or
ganizations, including civic, 
labor and religious groups. 
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Sign of Peace 
Photo by Laurence E. Keefe 

After a vote toy class and( by the student government, students at St. Ber
nard's Seminary erected this sign looking sputh on Lake Avenue during 
the rush hour Wednesday, April-26. Sitting in frjpnt otltheir work are sem
inarians (irent row) BernieDuffy, Gerry Wahlj fre^$M%&W6, Thomas 
Coester, Joseph Hart, Salem Elalami, and Mike Krupiarz, one of main 

organizers. 
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I I am extremely disappointed with the decision of the court on 
the Mandated Services law. It appears that the threje judge court 
has extended the Supreme Courts' decision in the Lemon Case to 
include things that appeared to be exempted by the higher court. 

I-have not seen the decision so I am uncertain of the logic used 
to support it. We hope and expect that the State will appeal this 
decision to the Supreme Court. I remain optimistic that the consti
tutionality of this; law will ultimately he upheld. In deciding the 
Lemon case last June, the Supreme Court said that the states could 
provide "secular, neutral, non-ideological services, facilities and 
materials." It would be difficult to believe that testing and record 
keeping would not fall into that category. 

in the meantime,." this will be a serious financial blow to our 
schools. The courts-.appear to be aligning themselves as unwitting 
conspirators in making it increasingly difficult for parents to provide 
a value oriented education for their children. I hope that legislators 
and the Supreme .Court justices; will not permit diversity of educa
tion to disappear in this country because of an unwillingness or ina
bility to jsee beyond the shibboleth, of "wall of separation" to the 
distinctions between promoting: religion and serving people's needs. 
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