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(Communion before Penance 

Advocated by a Laity Board 
Washington, D.€. — (RNS) — 

Amid a series of resolutions cov
ering a wide spect rum of issues, 
the board of directors of a na
tional Cathofic lay organization 
asked here that Catholic chil
dren be permit ted to receive the 
Eucharist before experiencing 
confession. 

The recommendation, one of 
several emanat ing from a four-
day meeting of the National 
Counci l of Cathol ic La i t y board , 
also asserted that "parents are 
in the best position to judge 
their children's read iness" for 
First Communion and confes
sion. 

The NCCL s ta tement followed 
by only a few days an instruc
tion issued by Cardinal John 

Krol of Philadelphia, who is also 
president of the National Con
ference "of Catholic Bishops, in 
which he told his archdiocesan 
pr iests ' and educators to retain 
the pract ice of "putt ing confes
sion ahead of Firs t Communion. ' ' 

The cardinal said the prac
tice "now enjoys special confir
mat ion" of the Vatican "and " is 
not subject to any arb i t ra ry ex
perimentat ion or change . " 

A spokesman for the NCCL 
said that the board "was not 
a w a r e " of the cardinal ' s direc
tive when the recommenda
tion was adopted. She said, 
however, that the recommenda
tion will stand, but it must be 
remembered that the board 's 
action does not necessarily re
flect the opinions of the NCCL's 
15 million members. 

Bishop Joseph L. Bernardin, 
general secre tary of 'the U.S. 

Catholic Conference, with which 
the NCCL is affiliated, told the 
board m e m b e r s that the lay or
ganization is " a grea t hope for 
the future of the* Church." 

The NCCL, established las tFa l l 
to give the Catholic laity a uni
fied voice in the U.S. Church, is 
a coalition which includes the 
National Council of Catholic 
Women, the National Council pf 
Catholic Men, other lay groups 
and individuals. 

In other action, the NCCL 
board issued s ta tements affirm
ing the co-responsibility of all 
members of the Church in the 
mission of the Church, express
ing "anguished s y m p a t h y " for 
the people of Bangladesh and 
calling upon the Catholic laity 
to support tax credits for par
ents of Catholic school children. 

Calling the report of the Presi
dent 's Commission on Popula
tion Growth . . . "disappoint ing," 
the board urged responsible and 
effective evaluation of propo
sals for population planning and 
rejected the commission's con
clusions on abortion. 

Blind Students Join Cardinal in Song 

Cardinal Terence Cooke of New York joins in song with students from Che 
Lavelle School for the Blind prior to tapinig an Easter Mass for television 
showing in the New York area. To the accompaniment of two guitarists, 
the youngsters from the school sang three hymns during the Mass. They 
also presented three specially made gifts to the cardinal — a lamb, a copper 
engraving and a tapestry, all made by Lavelle students and all symbolic 

of the Easter season. (RNS) 

Berrigan Jury Deadlocks 
On Conspiracy Charge 

Harr isburg, Pa . — (RNS) — 
A tired jury, after a week of 
trying, failed to reach a verdict 
on a charge that Fa ther Philip 
Berrigan, SSJ, and six others 
conspired to raid draft boards, 
bomb government heating tun
nels and kidnap Henry Kissinger. 

At the same t ime, the Ju ry 
convicted Fa ther Berr igan and 
co-defendant Sister Elizabeth 
McAlister on a total of seven 
counts of illegally sending and 
attempting to send letters in and 
out of a federal prison. 

In addition to its deadlocking 
on the conspiracy charge, the 
jury also was deadlocked on two 
counts, charging the Josephite 

13,450 Priests Left 
Ministry in Six Years 

Vatican City - (RNS) - A total 
of 13,450 Roman,Catholic priests 
left the active ministry from 
1964 to 1969. according to an of
ficial 'Vatican-report. 

The report said that the num
ber who left — averaging 2,241 
m each of the six years — was 
almost equally divided between 
diocesan (secular) priests and 
members of religious orders . 

Highlights of the report 'were 
published in L'Osservatore 
della Domenica, the Vatican 
City weekly, which commented 
that the clergy ' loss statist ics 
" a r e much lower than the fan
tastic figures that a r e being 
quoted by rumor . " 

All data was based on a 
pamphlet compiled by the Cen
tral Statistics Office, an organ 
of the Vatican Secre tar ia t of 
State, set up by Pope Paul VI 
in August 1967. 

According to the figures given 
in the Vatican journal , there 
were 425,000 priests at the be
ginning of 1970. These together 
with ordained deacons and lay 
members , men and women, of 
religious orders brought the 
total to 15 million persons de
voted to " the care of souls." The 
number of baptized Catholics 
at the start of 1970 was given as 
633 million 

Priests who left the ministry 
or who died far outnumbered 
the newly ordained clergy in 

Courier-Journal 

1969, the statistics showed. In 
that year, 5,156 new diocesan 
priests were ordained, compared 
with 5,014 who died and 1,780 
who left the ministry. 

Europe, with 727 "defections" 
from the priesthood in 1969, led 
the list with North America next 
with 658 and Latin America, 
third with 207. 

priest and Sister McAlister with 
mailing threatening letters. 

"Seven out of ten is pretty 

good," said chief prosecutor 
William Lynch. 

But the defendants and most 
observers felt the government 
had suffered a blow in not win
ning a conviction on the con
spiracy charge that was the hear t 
of its case. 

"We all have a feeling of cele
brating a victory and I guess in 
a way we a r e , " said Sister McAl
ister at a press conference fol
lowing the verdict. 

(The defendants ' victory was 
grea ter than she knew, according 
to an early report from a juror to 
a Chicago Daily News reporter . 
Contrary to most speculation, 
the juror said the deadlocked 
jury was heavily weighted, 
10-2. in favor of acquittal on the 
conspiracy charge.) 

The government now has the 
choice of bringing the defend
ants to a second trial or dropping 
qharges. 

Lynch said, after the verdict 
(April 5) that he had no com
ment on what action the govern
ment will take. Whatever de
cision is made will probably 
come from his superiors — the 
Attorney General ' s Office — in 
Washington, D.C. 

Meanwhile, all defendants ex
cept Fa ther Berrigan, who is 
serving a prison te rm for two 
draft board raids, are free on 
bail. 

Another possible trial is im
pending in the ease of John T. 
Glick. one of the Harr i sburg 
defendants who was not tried 
with the others. 

AN INVITATION 
TO 

OPEN HOUSE 
So*., May A & Sun., May 7, 3-5 p.m. 

SAINT FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
Spring Grove, Pennsylvania 17362 

College Prep, grades 9-12 and Post 
Graduate Conducted by Franciscan 
Fathers, located near Harrisburg, 
Pa. For further information contact: 

MRS. GEORGE THOMSON 
174 Highledge Drive 

Penfield, New York (716) 5 8 6 - 8 0 5 0 

THE WAY 
TO A 
E3Ei I I E n 

WORLD 
THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

ONLY 
YOU 

CAN 
DO 

THIS 

How can you make this troubled world a better 
place? Pray for our native priests and Sisters 
each day, and do all you can to give them what 
tlhey need. They are your ambassadors to t h e 
poor, and they get lonely, hungry, t i red . Month 

by month, have a share in all the good they dol 

MONTH 
BY 

MONTH 
YOU 
CAN 

HELP 

DO 
IT 

NOW 

Dear 
Monslcnor Nolan: 

Please 
return coupon 

with your 
offering 

• For only $200 in India you can bui ld a decent 
house for a fami ly that now sleeps on the side
walks. Simply send your check to us. Cardinal 
Parecatti l wil l wr i te to thank you also. 

• Send a 'stringless' gift each month to t h e 
Holy Father to take care of the countless num
ber of mission emergencies. He will use it where 
ill's needed m o s t 

• Give a chi ld a chance. In India, Ethiopia, and 
the Holy Land you can 'adopt ' a bl ind g i r l , a 
deaf-mute boy, or a needy orphan fo r only $ 1 4 

a month ($168 a year). We'll send you the 
youngster 's photo, tel l you about h im (or her) . 

• Send us your Mass intent ions. The of fer ing 

you make, when a missionary priest offers Mass 
for your intention, supports him for one day. 
Mass intentions are his only means of support 

• Feed a refugee fami ly fo r a mon th . I t cos ts 

only $10. The Holy Father asks your help to 
feed the hungry. 

Somewhere in our 18-country mission wor ld 
you can bui ld a complete parish plant (church, 
school , rectory, and convent) fo r $10 ,000. Name 

lit for your favorite saint, in your loved one's 
memory . 

ENCLOSED 
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THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

NEAR EAST 
MISSIONS 
TERENCE CARDINAL COOKE, PrwMtrtt 
MSGR. JOHN G. NOLAN, National Secretary 
Write; CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOC. 
3 3 0 Madison Avenue-New York, N.Y. 10017 
Telephone: 2 1 2 / 986-5840 
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