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by Bernard Iyons -

Beware of experts! Even this

one'

I've never used the terrm my-
self. And when I'm introduced
at meetings as an “‘expert,’” 1
usually give the classic, humor-
ous definition of that breed —
anyone who is more than 50
miles away from home!

Some years ago, when I was
active with the Young Chris-
tian Workers (YCW), I had my
first experience with the damage
that can be done when one be-
comes an ‘‘expert.”’

The YCW, based upon small
groups and active commitment,
has always had a great deal of
give-and-take in its process of
training ‘people to observe the
persons and situations around
them and then trying to apply
«he judgment of Christ in order
to act.

I treasured our sharing and
our ability to disagree with
each other. It was something
‘that 1 nearly lost when I joined
the YCW national staff to edit
the newspaper. The small YCW
group that I continued with,
despite the fact that I had to
move f[rom the neighborhood,*
soon began to treat me with an
unaccustomed deference. I had

joined the ranks of the "ex-
perts.

In no way do I wish to discount
the experience, time, study, and
writing of any so-called expert.
I would merely encourageé you
not to be too rigid in categor-
izing anyone as an expegt, and to
realize that your own ‘‘expert-
ness'’ counts for a great deal.

The greater the ambiguity and
the more complex the human re-

Jligious, laity),

lationships then the more weight
that must be given to your own
expertness.

For example, any one of us

welcomes a computer repair-’

man when our computer is out
of whack, or a master plumber
when our pipes leak. Not many
of us are going to give such an
unquestioning welcome to an
“expert’ in our family life, how-
ever, even though there are
theologians, sociologists, psy-
chologists and others who can
contribute important and help-
ful insights to us.

The same thing applies to a
parish family. Any parish can
benefit from a Certified Public
Accountant tackling the books.
His expertise is of little help,
however, in setting priorities for
a budget.

The priorities, our sense of
mission of what the parish is
all about, must come {rom the
people themselves (clergy, re-
if it is to be effec-
tive.

And by this, the people, I do
not mean only the leadership
itself. It must come from as many
of those people as possible. And
here again, it is not solely from
individuals, but from the Christ-
life in the community of per-

sons.

There is a delicate balance in-
volved in the uses of '‘experts.”
Not all of them can be spelled
out, nor can many of them be
specified in your council's con-
stitution and by-laws.

e,

It comes much more dynamic-

ally from the love, the sharing,

and, yes, even through the dis-

agreements we have with one
another.

Parishioners Air Views
At Town Meeting

i The people were heard from
during a “Town Meeting"’ at
Blessed Sacrament school hall
Sunday, March 19.

Father John P. Nofris, pastor,
explained that the annual parish
meeting is set up to invite ques-
tions, but he seemed a bit sur-
prised at the polarization of
feelings and attitudes in such
areas as religious education in
the parish school, the Confra-
ternity of Christian Doctrine
program, liturgy changes and the
role of the parish in social issues.

*“It was a kind of lesson in de-
mocracy, a inful lesson for
people on the parish council.
But it was good to see people
raise questions and speak out
in front of the clerical staff and
nuns. There is no longer a silent

Chiurch,” Father Norris said.

"Some suggestions did come out
of the meeting that ran an hour
and a half over the scheduled
time. Most of the 125 people
that attended agreed that such

Easter Panorama
At St. Charles

An “Easter Panorama’ will be
presented at St. Charles Borro-
meo School Hall, 64 Maiden Lane

near  Dewev  Avenue,  March
26-April 16, The shows will be
audiovisual — presentations  of
the Passion of Christ, from the
Last Supper to the Resurrection.

The scenery will be made up
entirely  of  miniature  figures,

constructed by Bernard Miller.

The hours for the showings are

Tuesdayv-Friday. 6:30-9 p.m.. and

Saturday-Sunday, 2-9 p.m. The

shows will be 10 minutes long
and will run continuously.
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open forums were important for
lay involvement in the Church
and suggestions urged an ex-
panded religious education and
an occasional open forum before
Sunday Mass to develop more
widespread lay involvement.

‘One Parisk’

Welcome Mat Put Out -

(Catholic Press Features)

In one parish, a program has
been begun to personally wel-
come new parishioners into the
parish community.

A project of the parish coun-
cil's specially formed ‘‘welcom-
ing committee,”” the program
has as its key element a personal
invitation to new parishioners
to join with the parish council
at a special Mass and immedi-
ately afterwards to be greeted
by the parish priests, council
leaders and society heads at a
council meeting.

’

Drama Head

To Speak

The nead of Catholic Univer-

sity’s famous speech and drama
department, Father Vance
Hartke, OP, will speak at St.
Margaret-Mary's Altar and Ro-
sary Society communion bread-
fast April 9 on “Youth Yesterday,
Today, Tomorrow

Father Hartke’'s department
regularly* sends groups of stu-
dent actors on tour around the
world and has graduated such
well known entertainment fig-
gures as Walter Kerr, Ed Mc-
Mahon and John Voight. Seven
productions written by students
and faculty from the department
have appeared on Broadway.

A teacher since 1939, Father
Hartke has served,on committees
for UNESCO, the USO, the US
Fine Arts Commission and Ken-
nedy Cultural Center, and in 1965
received the Benemeranto Medal
from Pope Paul VI.

Get away from
your problems -
with a restful
relaxing stay at
aur lovely Inn.

o

See the beauty of “Early Spring”

@lpn jm jnn Letchworth State Park

Telephone 716-4903.2622
open Easfer Sunday thru Nov. §

in Letchworth State Park
at the

EASTER SUN.
“APRIL 2
12:30 17:00
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When new parishiongrs reg-
1ster at the rectory — the parish

our parish.

*In order to do
like you to parti¢ipate with us
in a special Mass which will be
celebrated with you and the
other families who have beétome
nfembers of the parish this
month.

“You will be notified person-
ally as to time and date, so that
you may make arrangements (0
attend and meet with your
priests and council afterward.

“The parish newspaper has a
list of the various societies,
along with days of meeting.
Please consult it.

“If we may be of service to
you, we would be delighted to
hear from you."

At the gathering following the
monthly welcome Mass, the
heads of the parish societjes
serve as official hosts and host-
esses to the new parishioners
being welcomed that .month,
inviting them personally to
come to their organization's
meetings and activities.

One of the reasons for this ges-
ture, it was explained, is that
many new parishioners fail to
become involved in parish ac-
tivities or groups simply because
no one ever asked them to and
they feel like outsiders.

But, said the *‘welcoming com-
mittee’” chairman, the Mass
prior to that gathering is a key
part of the welcoming program.
“The place to welcome people
into our parish community is
the church, because the church
is the center of our spiritual
community.”’

Polyester Pique

The look of three parts — navy U tank top, with
spanking white shirt collar and A-skirt — that's

altogether one pet of a dress. Pure pique polyes-

ter, a whiz to wash, keep its wiltless look through
the hurried living, One glance on — and you're

going to want it. Misses’

sizes, $52, in McCurdy's

Fashion Gallery, Second Floor, Midtown.
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