
Pastoral Perspective 

One of the promises J e s u s 
followers was, "I have come 
have life and have it m o r e 
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made to His 
that you may 

abur dantly. " T h e 

most precious of all gifts 
is the gift of life. But it is 

one A am afraid we take 
very much for granted . 
Only grave illness or ex­
treme danger seems to 
make us appreciate how 
grea t it is to be alive. Then 
we begin to see things, ap­
prec ia te things and people 
in a new joyous way. It is 
akin to seeing! a bleak win­
t e r give way! to the fresh 
greenery of Spring. 

Today ithe phurch sings 
out the antiphon, "This is the dky which the 

Lord has made; let us be gladj and rejoice 
in i t ." This is the day we ce lebra te the fact 
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead and 
still lives in our midst . Tha t is tne rea l point 
of Easter—not merely that Jesus came forth 
from the tomb two thousand y e a r s ago, but 
that he lives with u s , here , today, and for­
ever. "Behold, I a m with you ajll days even 
to the end of the world." i 

Not only does he live but H4 m a k e s His 
life available to us. He has defeated dea th 
and the s a m e power which defeated dea th 
can be ours not only at journey Is end and to 
make the hour of death the prelude to eter­
nal life, but avai lable here andj now to help 
us be more alive. We rejoice because we 
have found a new hope—of something 
more in life, of something bettelr. 

Gone a re the shadows of oijir own noth­
ingness, our disillusionment, our sad 
query, " I s that all there i s ? " A bright new 
springtime sun, the Son of God, cal ls us to 
wake up and live with Him to delebra te life 
because now it can be freed from binding 
passions and deadly defeats . Now it can 
find meaning and real dignity and enthu­
s iasm and purpose. Life doesnft have to be 
smothered by "wha t ' s the use'!" or drowned 
in boredom and defeat. 

The glory of E a s t e r is this; J e s u s lives 
and therefore I can find a new and be t te r 
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life, be more alive to everything and every­
body, including myself. I can r ise t o o -
above c i rcumstances , above pett iness, 
above m y heavy selfishness which weighs 
m e down. Like the two disciples who. 
walked the road to E m m a u s , sad, disillu­
sioned, let down because the J e s u s they 
had hoped inv had died on Friday. But now 
He walks with them and they a r e filled with 
joy and new hope when He reveals Himself 
to them " i n the breaking of the b r e a d . " F o r 
those who, even today, discover the living 
J e s u s in the f r e a k i n g of b read a t the Euch-
aris t ic table there is no need for the proof 
of the Resurrect ion. J e s u s is the re and joy 
is there . 

The celebrat ion of E a s t e r is somet imes 
called the Paschal mystery because Jesus 
has become our Passover . J u s t a s the J e w s 

of old passed over from the slavery of 
Egypt to the freedom of the P romised Land, 
so J e sus by His Resurrect ion has given us 
the power to be free from death and its ab­
surdity. Through Himjwe can be free of the 
day by day dying which m e n a r e enslaved 
to. He offers us the power and the will and 
the love to r ise above our seemingly help­
less sad condition; to del iver h u m a n beings 
from the death of hunger and poverty; to 
free m e n from the- fetid death of war , to 
ra ise human beings from the dea th of deg­
radat ion and meaninglessness; to free peo­
ple from the suffocating and destruct ive 
s lavery of passion. In short, J e s u s can lead 
us all to a new and be t te r life. 

F o r many of us life is difficult and pain­
ful. Even for these, a new day is avai lable. 
Back in the days of the Korean War there 
was a chaplain by the n a m e of Emi l Ka-
paun, who with a l a rge group of his men 
was captured by the Chinese. On the long 
m a r c h north of the Yalu Rive r he helped 
c a r r y a s t re tcher . He washed and replaced 
fetid bandages . At the risk of his life he 
foraged for corn by night to feed his s tarv­
ing men. His captors realized tha t as long 
as he was there they could never b reak the 
spirit of his soldiers. One of them said 
later, "By his very presence he could turn a 
stinking Korean mud hut into a ca thed ra l . " 

W a s . i t his life or the life of Christ in him 
which was able to ra ise the whole sordid 
mess to a level of hope and brightness? 

The s a m e could be done- for our own 
pr ivate woHd and human society itself— 
if we. but will it. Indeed, there m u s t be 
death jus t a k there was Good Fr iday , but 
the t r ade wenrnake is the t r a d e of the puny 
death of our selfishness for the w a r m 
Eas t e r sun of love with all its hope and 
promise. Someone once said, "If we walk 
away from the light which is Christ (the 
light of E a s t e r morn) the shadows of the 
evils of life lengthen before us and we be* 
come victims, of fear and anxiety. As we 
walk toward the light which is Christ the 
shadow falls behind us. When we a r e di­
rectly under the light, the shadow dis­
a p p e a r s . " 

E a s t e r has happened and is happening. 
But has it happened to us? The choice is 
entirely ours . "Did not the Christ have to 
suffer these things before enter ing into His 
g lo ry?" We give so little to gain so much. 
We live half a life instead of embrac ing a 
full life. It is the only real t r agedy of the 
human s ta te . As F ranc i s Thompson put it, 
"All which thy child's mistake fancies as 
lost, I have stored for thee at" home: Rise, 
clasp my hand, and c o m e . " 

In John Masefield's d r a m a , THE TRIAL 
of JESUS, there is a str iking passage in 
which Longinus, the Roman centurion in 
command of the soldiers a t the Cross, 
comes back to P i l a t e to hand in a repor t of 
his day 's , work. The repor t is given: then 
Procula , P i l a t e ' s wife, beckons to the cen­
turion and f>egs him to tell her how the 
Pr i soner died. And when the story.has been 
told, "Do you think He is d e a d ? " she sud­
denly asks . " N o , " answers Longinus, " I 
don ' t . " "Then where is h e ? " "Let . loose in 
the world m y lady, where . . . no one can 
stop his Tru th . " 

This is the day which the Lord has m a d e 
—"Rise! clasp My Hand and c o m e . " Cele­
b ra t e life! 
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The Annunciation — the Original 'Good News1 

March 25 m a r k e d the feasfc of the An­
nunciation, the "announcement"* of the 
"good news" to Mary m a t she would moth­
er the Messiah. 

In recent yea r s , we 
h a v e w i t n e s s e d a d e -
emphasis of devotion to 
Mary. Even the event of 
t h e A n n u n c i a t i o n h a s 
been toned down by some. 

F o r an a n s w e r to 
" W h y ? " I turned to F a ­
ther Sebastian Falcone, a 
C a p u c h i n F a t h e r who 
teaches the New Testa­
ment at St. Bernard's 
Seminary . Incidentally, ^ 
F a t h e r assists us from thru 
Annunciation Pa r i sh . Here in 
m a r y of our discussion: 

First, to put Jesus at the Renter of the 
Christ ian experience, Vaticanj II found it 
necessary to re-align Mary's role in re­
demption. Over the past four| generations 
or so of Catholic devotion to Mary, the 
Marian emphas i s tended to isolate her— 
truly the "Mother of the Lord and of the 
Church"—from a genuine relat ionship to 
her Son. 

Second, J e s u s ' infancy was; not p a r t of 
the Church 's ear l ies t preaching. The " fam­
ily recollect ions" of His ea r ly y e a r s a r e car­
ried only in Luke and Mat thew. And no 
other New Tes t amen t document beyond 

Luke's gospel carries the Annunciation 
a c c o u n t 
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to time at 
ief is a sum-
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So today, r a the r than emphasize the 
" d r a m t i c " scene of the announcement , the 
focus is on the basic meaning of the event. 

Through this mystery, Mary was being 
invited to offer the service of motherhood 
to God's saving plan for His people. By he r 
affirmation ("Let it be done") Mary was 
cooperat ing with God's " Y e s " to all the 

promises of old He was about to fulfill, 

F r o m tha t viewpoint, Mary ranks as"the 

most effective hearer of God's word. Since 
"to h e a r " m e a n s to be obedient, Mary con­
ceived the Divine Word in he r hear t before 
she ever conceived Him in he r womb. 

Through the spirit of faith and o'be-
.dience, Mary had to grow gradual ly, even 

daily, in her discovery of the mystery that 
God was choosing to unfold under he r 
mother ly ca re . She "pondered in her h e a r t " 

9 tnis mys te ry surrounding her Son, even 
though others also close to Jesus did not 
unders tand. 

By her prayerful groping, in a score of 
day-to-day activities—the shopping in the 
marke tp lace , the laundering a t the vUlage 
stream, the weaving of cloth, preparing 
meals , cleaning house, visiting friends— 
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she c a m e to realize tha t God fulfills His 
highest p lana not through the sensat ional 
and spectacular , but through the ordinary 
routines of the workaday wor ld . Hers 
was the g rea t love of the little way. 

Despite her special call, she balanced 
prayerfulness of Nazare th by her r eady and 
generous service of her aging relat ive, 
Elizabeth, herself soon to become a moth-, 
er. Despi te her special call, Mary expe­
rienced the piercing loss of -her Son, not 
once but twice. Once, in the temple a s He 
m a d e inquiries "about His F a t h e r ' s busi­
ness , " and again on Calvary a s He discov­
ered that " t he F a t h e r ' s wil l" had" to take 
precedence over a Mother ' s love and His 
Disciples' needs. 

The account of the Annunciation be­
comes most meaningful when we try to 
present the full human dimension of the 
Mother of J e s u s in the c i rcumstances of 
our daily life, I think then she is eas ier to 
follow, and a lot more appealing to us frail 
mor ta l s who s truggle to be faithful in the 
midst of a complex world. 

It is in this very fact tha t , the u l t imate ' 
beauty of the Annunciation account is to 
be found. The Annunciation is the model 
of all our relat ionships with God. F i r s t God 
speaks: the divine init iative. Then we re­
spond: our human word, like Mary ' s "So be 
it! " Only a t tha t point in the divine-human 
dialogue, through faith and freedom, h a s 
Christ become a living reality at the center 
of our lives. 
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