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'One Parish' Triple Thriller 
Laymen Give Money' Sermons j^f £ / Agnes 

In one parish, the pastor got 
tired of giving "money s e r m o n s " 
and let laymen do it. 

The result: contributions a re 
now up 15 per cent, even with a 
second collection being dropped. 

On four successive Sundays, 
four laymen — an insurance ex­
ecutive, two at torneys and a 
doctor — spearheaded a "Spirit­
ual Motivation Campaign" after 
the pastor found a need to seek 
larger contributions from the 
900 families of his parish. Par i sh 
income had not increased in 
foyr years , though expenses had 
gone up considerably. 

One Sundayl the insurance 
executive spoke to the parish­
ioners on the idea of God's good­
ness to man and man ' s need to 
express his grat i tude. 

Another Sunday, an attorney 
spelled out what the mater ia l 
needs of the parish were. *_ 

He was followed by another 
lawyer who talked about the 
parish 's future plun.s und hopes. 

Finally, a doctor told the par­
ishioners how much weekly rev­
enue was needed if present pro­

g r a m s were to continue and 
future plans be realized. 

New programs and plans that 
were itemized included: the hir­
ing of a director of religious 
education to coordinate C.C.D 
and adult religious education; 
revamping of the sanctuary and 
new carpeting for the church; 
hiring of a musical director to en­
hance liturgical participation; 
creation of a learning center for 
the children in the parish school 
and C.C.D. and installation of 
an advanced science program 
in the school. 

Explaining why he called upon 
laymen to give the "money 
se rmons , " the pastor said such 
a move was appropriate, since 
Vatican Council II recommends 
giving lay people responsibility 
in such areas. 

He also said there was value 
in de-emphasizing the identi­
fication of the priest with fi­
nancial appeals. 

The four men responded eager­
ly to their pastor 's invitation to 
give the financial talks, accord­
ing to the pastor. 

ooo Parish 

COUNCIL 
by Bernard Lyons At leasl three out of 10 letters 

that I receive about parish coun­

cils ask about finances. 
J h i s is not because of an un­

healthy balance or concern 
about finances, I don't believe. 

5 
At workshops, where I set up 

table discussions, worship and 
education are well attended, and 
in a few cases we had to plead 
with people to join the work 
group on finance. 

The concern seems to grow out 
of a number of trends and events, 
namely high unemployment and 
the general uneasiness about 
the "economy. This, in turn, is 
reflected in lower contributions 
to not only the churches, but to 
all social, chari table and wel­
fare institutions. 

An additionaf important trend 
is the polarization among Cath-
oltCS, with some people with­
holding or reducing 'contribu­
tions because they don't believe 
the Church is doing enough, 
while others a re cutting back 
funds because the "Church ' s 
place is in the sanc tuary . " 

A (rend that is not mentioned 
publicly is for a growing number 
of Catholics to determine for 
themselves where their "church 
contr ibutions" a re going to go. 

A steel company executive 
told me that he was now split­
ting his previous envelope 
money. Where he had been giv­
ing $11 a' week ($572 annually) 
to his parish, he now was pulling 
$3 into his weekly envelope. 

Since he doesn't feel his parish 
needs that much money, he said, 
he gives the balance of his former 
payments to his suburban parish 
to support a laity group ($2 a 
month) ; several inner-city par­
ishes ($2 a week); the United 
Fund (through payroll deduc­
tions)? the Little Brothers of the 
Poor; contritutions to political 
candidates; and several com­
munity groups working with 
minorit ies and the poor. 
^ h 
Several other persons that I 

talked with had s imilar splits, 
and a few had dropped parish 
contributions entirely, except 
for a few random coins put into 
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the collection basket. Many of 
these people were and are mak-
\m siuiiiliiMnt contributions of 
their time and money to com­
munity orKLiniZiiliorrl 

A former president of the local 

chapter of National Organiza-
tion of Women (NOW) reported: 
'All family money that used to 

go to the Church now goes to 
social issues — in our case, the 
women's movement. Some of 
that money, and, more impor­
tant, time, might go back to the 
Church if they would do rele­
vant things for women — turn 
ihose closing schools into child 
care centers or homes for the 
aged." 

Here we have some people 
who do not see themselves as 
"Church ." They view their con­
tributions as going to " t h e m . " 
It 's a job not only for the Finance 
Committee, but for the parish 
council and the community of 
Christians. It demands not only 
detailed and open financial 
accounting, but also a sharing 
of concerns and working to­
gether on a budget that involves 
selecting priorities among so 
many needs. 

One is a parish t rustee and 
along with two of the other 
laymen is a member of the steer­
ing committee for the parish 
councH that is now in the plan­
ning stages. 

Reaction of the parishioners 
— who were told of the idea in 
a letter prior to the laymen 's 
talks — has been enthusiastic, 
gauging by the financial re­
sponse at collection time. And 
the pastor found them "promis­
ing preachers of the word of 
God " 
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Tag Sale At 
Nazareth College 

The Nazareth College Alum­
nae Association is sponsoring a 
"Tag Sale" on March 24 from 
10 a.m. until 9 p.m. and on March 
25 from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. in 
the Nazareth College Gymna­
sium on the campus at 4245 
East Ave. 

The "sale" is a combination 
flea market , antique and house­
hold sale. It also features ar t 
and craft i tems and baked goods. 

At least 100 a rea a lumnae of 
Nazareth College a re working 
on this project. Committee mem­
bers include: 

Mrs. Thomas B. Clifford, Pitts-
ford, general chai rman; Mrs. 
Thomas A. Lyons. Clifford Ave­
nue. Rochester, co-chairman: 
Mrs. James P. Mannix, Fairport, 
chairman of workers; Mrs. 
J a m e s J. Goodwin, Fairport , 
publicity chairman; Mrs. J e rome 
E. O'Dell, Brighton, promotion 
chairman; Mrs. Lyman A. Be-
ment. Pittsford, baked goods 
chairman; Miss June Dispenza, 
Rochester. 

Youth Chorus 

Auditions S& 
Open auditions have been 

scheduled to fill 25 places in a 
special youth Choi-US' which will 
pe r form with the Concert Chor­
ale this spring. The a u d i t i o n will 
be held in the auditorium *f St. 
Agnes High School, 300 E. River 
Road, Henrietta, on Tuesday, 
March 28 at 3:30 p.m. 

The chorus is open to both 
boys and girls in grades 4 to 6. 
Previous musical training is not 
required. 

Youngsters who qualify -'will 
receive musical direction from 
Sister Virginia Hogan, who 
heads the Chorale. After a month 
of rehearsing, they will perform 
in Ihree concerts the weekend of 
May 5-7. 

This will be the seventh season 
for the Concert Chorale, which is 
composed of members of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph. 

Two nights of chilling drama 
comprise the spring dramatic 
offering at St. Agnes High 
School. Entitled "Three for Ter­
ror", the production consists 
of three one-act plays to be 
performed Friday. March 24 
and Saturday, March 25 at 8 
p.m. 

Ionesco's "The Lesson", the 
first of the plays, presents the 
bizarre activities of a profes­
sor and his student in a ghastly 
lesson whose outcome is quite 
out of the ordinary. Karen Red-
field, Mike Greene (of Aquinas) 
and Sandy Spade make up the 
cast of this unusual piece of 
terror. 

"Sorry, Wrong Number" 
equals telephone terror in which 
the victim listens to the plans 
for her own murder. Mary Agnes 
Hess fills the lead spot on this 
chilling party line. 

Liz Trippe heads the bill in the 
third part, "The Opening of a 

Door", a play of the superna­
tural. 

The production is directed 
by William Andia. 

Tickets may be purchased 
from any cast member or at the-
door. 

POPE LAUDS UNIT 

Vatican City — (RNS) — Pope 
Paul VI has expressed his high 
esteem for the achievements 
and effor{s of the World Federa­
tion of Deaf People. 

In an audience with members 
of the Federation's executive 
committee, the Pope said he 
greatly admired the "splendid 
work" that the organization was 
accomplishing on behalf of the 
deaf. "The ideals which you pur­
sue," he told the group, "are 
most dear to us and the further 
achievement you are preparing 
for merit our closest attention 
and our highest/esteem." 
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FRUIT AND FLOWERS 
ARE IN SEASON 
Quite a delectable dress to introduce into 

your living- now. Purple plums, sun yellow 

apples and a maze of daisies growing on 

slinky red acetate jersey. Bow tied here 

gently gathered there, all softness. A dress 

that's sure to look as pretty popping our of 

a suitcase — as it wi l l on you al l spring and 

summer. Misses' sizes, $50, in McCurdy's 

First Impressions, Second Floor, Midtown. 
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