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 Pope Calls for Refugee Aid

" 2

ops relief efforts for the “in-
fiocent victims.” of the Pakistan-
India conflict in Bangladesh

The message launched a spe-

by Catholic Relief Services. The
major phase of this appeal oc-
curs on Sunday, Mareh 12, when
a special collection will be made
in every US. parish. . .
Noting the nast generodity of
American children through sac-
rifice and sel{-demial, the Pope
said *Your offéerings have made
it possible . . . to bring food,
clothing and medicines to poor
children in many countries. For
g]fanyd this is their only source
aid.

“We are especially alarmed
today with the situation in India
and Pakistan” the Pope said,
explaining that millions of hu-
man beings in Bangladesh were
displaced by civil war and must
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ugee camps is harsh and that
“death ‘and disease are ever
present.” The Pope observed
that aid from erica through
the bishops’ relief effort had
helped alleviate the situation

but he added that “further

beip
from around the

Urging the Catholic fchool
children to “continue to show
Christian love,” Pope Paul said
“we cannot forget the poor of
other lands in Asia, in Africa
and Latin America.”

“As you begin to make your
Lenten sacrifices,” he contin-
led, “you should think of how
each little domation may keep

some child alive or make his
future g better ome,

‘“When you help the work of
Catholic Relief Overseas Aid
Fuml.yurlmdoing(;od’swork.
You are'showing your love for
your neighbor and for Christ
himself.”

The annual apgpeal Provides
the basic support for the world-
wide aid and development pro-

grams eonducted by CRS and
for other oversees aid efforts
conducted by the U_S. bishops.

The Catholic agency is one of
the principal groups now provid-
ing aid and rehabilitation to the
refugees and victims of the re-
cent conflict in Bangladesh,
helping to maintain refugee
camps and assisting in the re-
settlement of refugees in their
homeland.
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be restored to their homes. -
He explained that life in ref- ) "

Prisoners’ “ E P
~ Rights BI" MATERIALS
Launched

New York — (RNS) — An
appeal for a national “Bill of
* Rights for Prisoners” was
launched here as some 450 re-
ligious, racial, business, Ilabor
and civic leaders endorsed a
statement on human rights for
prison inmates aimed at pre-
venting future “Attica” traged-
les,
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explains, “‘prohibit racial or re-
ligious discrimination, require
separation of untried and con-
victed inmates as well as sep-
arating youthful offenders
from hardened criminals.”

While prohibiting “corporal
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process of rehabilitation.”
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