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SARAH CHILD 

All In 
The Family 

Abortion and rwfrlfc Morality 

We, needing somewhat more 
room than we now have, have 
been ""house hunting. 

Basically, my husband and I 
agree on the whole project. 
The house must be larger than 
we have, the lot if possible 
must have trees and most im
portant of all, the location 
must be safe for the children. 

After that we tend to dis
agree. The head of the house, 
looking at the situation from 
the economic standpoint, does 
not think we should limit our
selves to one area. Finding the 

best house for the least money 
in an area similar to where we 
now live and the same distance 
from work will suit him jus t 
fine. 

I am harder to please. I want 
to stay within a two or three 
mile radius from where we are 
now. 

We have lived in our present 
house for five years and to say 
I am fond of it and the neigh
borhood is an understatement. 
To stay here and build on is 
not economically feasible, a 
builder friend has told us. But, 
if I cannot stay here then I do 

not want to move too far away. 
I like seeing familiar faces 

at the grocery and at church. 
We think tbe children's school 
is first ra te and the pediatri
cian is but a mile or two down 
the road—a handy th ing when 
you must rush to the office for 

a couple of stitches in a child's 
face on a Sunday morn ing as 

we did couple of weeks ago, 
There a re o ther considers-

tians. The rjpooflefl ft! Duttine 
roots down appeals to m e a t 

this stage, n is good, to belong 
and to feel you are among 
friends. 

As a child I moved twice 
with my family. I have changed 

schools, colleges, jobs and 
cities. Moving can be a good 

mental challenge. It teaches 
people to adjust, to Jbe recep
tive, to learn and to meet new 
people. Staying in one place 
can also be a challenge. Secure 
in certain areas of the mind, 
one can expand to encompass 
new situations, learn new at
titudes, grow in different di
rections. 

In this mobile society we 
live in, no friend need ever be 
out of one's touch completely 
or permanent ly . Still, how 
pleasant it is to step out one's 
door and know a friend of long 
standing is but a quick "yoii 
hoo" across the yards. 

There is, I know, something 
to* be said for both sides. If it 
is pleasant to be among 
friends, it is also well to re
member that unless we had 
made certain moves in the 
first place we never would 
have got those friends. 

And thus the debate goes on. 

Mental Health Commentary 
4F By the DE PAUL CLINIC 

Q. My 13 year old daughter has run away three 

times this summer for 2 or 4 days at a time. She has be
gun to be truant from school and is out late at night with
out permission. I have done everything I know. I'm fright
ened and need help. What can I do? 

A. You have a problem, perhaps a very serious one! 
I would suggest the following steps: 

• Get an appointment with your Catchment Area's 
Children and Youth Clinic or, if you prefer, a private psy-

chiatrist who deals with problems of teenagers. If your^ 
child is in a Catholic school, you can use The DePaul 

elirfic. 
• You and your husband should, discuss the problem 

d i r e c t l y w i t h t h e w o r k e r a s s i g n e d t o y o u . 

• An appointment will doubtlessly be suggested for 
your daughter to be seen for evaluation. Make every effort 
to have that appointment kept. 

• Based on her mental state and your ability to coj 
with her and the problems she presents, a plan will be 
worked out. 

Questions on children's mental health should be 
mailed to: Mental Health Commentary, Courier-Journal, 
67 Chestnut St., Rochester, 14604. 

Mrs. Newland 

Palmyra Speaker 
Mrs. Mary^Reed Newland, 
internationally known reli-
gious educator, lecturer and 
a u t h o r , w i l l s p e a k a t S t . 

Ann's hall, Palmyra, Sun
day, March 5. Mrs. New-
land's books on educating 
children have been trans
lated into more than 14 
languages. Her latest is 
"Youth—What Happened?" 
The donations to the Pal
myra event will go to St. 
Ann's education program. 

Can we legislate mowlltyT 
Yes! W e d o so all t he t ime, 

in laws forbidding murder, 
theft, assault, and many other 
immoral acts. A society which 
refused to legislate morality 
would soon find itself in chaos 
or barbarianism. In particular, 
a society which refused to pro
tect innocent life would have 
betrayed the fundamental pur
pose for its very existence. 
Moral considerations are the 
basis of any jus t law. 

Morality- and Religion a re 
not the same. Morality is the 
body of obligations recognized 
through the use of reason. 
Moral obligations m a y be 
taught by religion, but they are 
not religious obligations in the 
strict sense* of referring to 
Revelation. 

In a pluralistic society, what 
we should not legislate is the 
religious teaching of any one 
religion or sect — for instance, 
dietary practices. But anti-abor
tion legislation is not in this 
category, Abortion is hot a 
crime against any specifie^res 
ligion but a crime against hu
manity in destroying innocent 
life. 

ope 

It is as concerned human 
persons, not as members of any 
religious group, that we caU 
abortion inhuman. So no one 
should apologize for h is moral 

conviction that abortion is a 
crime. And no one should be 
intimidated into silence, for 
laws against abortion are no 
more an imposition of one's 
private morality than are laws 
against criminal assault or 
child beating. 

Public morality, not private, 
de termines each citizen's duties 

to society. Abortion is not a 
personal choice involving pri
vate, sexual morality, but rath
er a matter of serious, public, 
life-or-death morality demand
ing legal regulation. 

Conscience may not be en
trusted with protecting life. 
For conscience may go unheed
ed; it may be poorly informed. 
It makes judgments based on 
facts but cannot determine the 
facts. Science, not conscience, 
determines that t he unborn 
child is a human being. 

Morally committed persons 
should not accept the a rgument 

that they should not act on 
their convictions. This false un

just argument strikes directly 

at those who a r e m o s t con-' 
cerned with preserving human 
values in society. It is an in
sidious attempt to disenfran
chise those morally concerned 
with people who must express 
their opinions unless we ate to 
descend to a philosophy of law 
that cannot recognize any nat
ural rights in man. 

Prepared by the Rochester 
Right to Life Committee. 

Coed Tennis 
Mrs Ann Nealon, former in

dividual and doubles champion 
of Rochester, will be teaching 
tennis at the CYO. 

The coed classes will con
sist of six one hour sessions 
and class size will be limited 
to 12. 

The sessions begin Wednes
day, March 8 and continue 
through. April 12 with classes 
at 6 and 7 p jn . 

WATERPROOFED 
CELLAR WALLS 

WE GUARANTEE,^ drf e»"«r 
rr«t Ertlm*t« 

S«n«»l M*ton Work *nd Itpiln 
DRAIN TILE INSTALLED 

A. J. ARIENO 2 3 5 - 4 3 7 1 
Jimu M. Arlsno M Llmi St. 

I WANT TO SHARE my love this LENT with my Church's missionaries and the 

suffering-poor they serve by my special Lenten Sacrifice of $ , 

Please remember my own special intentions: 

Name 

Address. 

City 

^ _ 

Remember the 

State 

Society for the Propagation 

7ip 

of t M Faith in YOBT Will, 

Salvation and Service are the work of 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 

Send your gift to: 

Courier-Journal 

Rev. Msgr. Edward T. O'Meara 
National Director 

Dept. C, 366 Fifth Avenue 
• New York, New York 10001 

ft 
Wednesday, February 23, 1972 

Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart 
O R Diocesan: Director 

123 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 14604 
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