
RACL: 
RACL stands for the Rochester Associa

tion of Catholic Laymen. (It is referred to as 
"rackle".) To give Courier-Journal readers 
a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of i ts s t r u c t u r e , mem
bership and aims, Editor Carmen Viglucci 
sa t down wi th R o b e r t Fe in , RACL, p r e s iden t , 

to come up with this question-and-answer 
in te rv iew. 

Q. When was RACL formed? 

A. In t he Fal l of 1968. 
Q. What is its structure? 

A. We have a president, two vice presi
dents, secretary and treasurer and a board 
consisting of 14. Then we have five commis
sions presentiy — peace, education, human 
dignities and marriage and family life. A new 
one is the issues and priorities commission. 

Q. How m a n y m e m b e r s ? 

A. A b o u t 250 or 300. 

Q. Can anyone be a member? 

A. I t h i n k i t ' s any' lay Cathol ic , which 
includes Sisters. Our members range from 
col lege s t u d e n t s to g r a n d p a r e n t s . 

Q. What is RACL's purpose? 

A. In accordance with the dictates of 
Vatican II it is the responsibility of lay people 
to be involved in the process of Church re
newal. This, then, is the p u r p l e of RACL. 

Q. Is is aligned with theHNational Asso
ciation of the Laity? 

A . Y e s . W e ' r e a n a f f i l ia te n o w . R A C L 

was a spontaneous thing in Rochester. Sub
sequent to its forming here we became affili
ated with NAL. 

Q. How much voice does RACL have in 
determining NAL policy? 

A. As president of RACL I'm on NAL's 
national board. In such position there is a 
ce r t a in a m o u n t of d ia logue be tween youself 

and the national. NAL formulates its policy 
at an annua l mee t ing . M e m b e r s of affil iated 
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g roups se rve o n reso lu t ion commi t t ee s and 
indiv iduals f rom affiliates have vo t ing p o w e r 
on resolutions. 

Q. D o you think RACL should stand for 
Rochester Association of Catholic Liberals 
r a t h e r t h a n Cathol ic L a y m e n ? 

A. On t h e con t ra ry , I t h i n k it should 

stand for Rochester Association of Catholic 
Conservat ives . Because af ter all we, l ike a 
number of conservative people, are interested 
in preserving the best and trying to weed out 
the irrelevant matters and weaknesses that 
grow t h r o u g h t ime . I t ' s o u r des i r e t o allow 
ourse lves to be i n s t r u m e n t s which po in t up 

t h e w e a k n e s s e s a n d i r r e l e v a n e i e s s o t h e 
Church will continually renew itself and re
flect to greater and greater degree the phi-
losophies of Jesus Christ. We count in our 
membership people who have varying opin
ions and differences on politics, economics 
and specific issues within the Church. None
theless we find our common ground in re
newal of the Church. 

Q. How can a person join RACL? 
A. We really welcome anyone who would 

wish to work with us for renewal and it can 

be done by a simple phone call to Joan Hens-
leir at 654-8960. 

Q. J u s t how does RACL. work for renew

al? 

A. We feel renewal comes from two spe
cific areas. The first the education and growth 
of everyone in the Church in terms of our 
Christian consciousness and the second in 
the area of changing procedures and policies 
which could be restricting our ability to re
spond as Christian people. Specifically, RACL 
develops and runs programs for the long-
range education, sensitizing and growth of 
everyone in the Church, ourselves included. 
We also surface issues that we as an organiza
tion think are problems in the institutional 
Church which conceivably are preventing it 
from responding to a greater degree as a 
Christian Church. 

Q. Still many feel that RACL has a neg
ative image because of its opposition to aid 
to nonpublic schools, its criticism of the way 
dioceses issue financial statements, etc. What 
about that? 

A. Catholics are not used to criticism of 
the Church but I think the significant point 
here is that we criticize specific policies of 
the Church not out of hate but out of love 
and an honest desire to be a part in helping 
it reach its ultimate goal of being the true 
witness of Jesus Christ in the community. I 
also like to emphasize that we try very hard 
never to oritioize people — the processes un
der which we operate but never the people 
operating them. We have on a continuing 
basis over a number of years been asking 
t h e ques t ion a r e w e effectively fulfill ing t h e 
educational needs of all our people—children 
andl adults. Further we are saying • that we 
should take a hard look at the methods by 
which we are establishing our Christian pri
orities and allocating our resources to these 
priorities. 

NEXT WEEK: RACL's action program 
and its spiritual dimension. 

Where to Write 

Your Legislators 

William T. 
RD 1, 
Elmira, N.Y 

SENATE 

Smith 

14903 

Theodore D. Day 
RD 2, Town of Ovid 
Interlaken, N.Y. 14847 

Thomas Laverne 
602 Wilder Bldg. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14614 

James E. Powers 
17 Evergreen Dr. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

Thomas F. McGowan 
704 Brisbane Bldg. 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14203 

ASSEMBLY 

Lloyd S. Riford Jr. 

West Genesee St. Rd. 

Auburn, N.Y. 13021 

Constance E. Cook 

209 Coy Glen Rd. 
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 

L. Richard Marshall 
7 Strathmont Park 
Elmira, N.Y. 14905 

Charles D. Henderson 
30 Church St. 
Hornell, N.Y. 14843 

Frederick L. Warder 
100 Lewis-St 
Geneva, N.Y. 14456 
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Joseph C. Finley 
141 S. Main St. 
Walworth, N.Y., 14568 

Donald C. Shoemaker 
833 Lake Rd. 
Webster, N.Y. 14580 

Raymond J. Llll 
31 Wolfert Ter. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

S. William Rosenberg 
707 Powers Bldg. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14614 
Frank A. Carroll 
613 Elmgrove Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

William M. Steinfeldt 
217 Weston Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14612 

Don C. Cook 
1508 Lehigh Station Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14467 

James L. Emery 
5477 Lakeville Rd. 
Geneseo, N.Y. 14454 

CEILINGS 
MUSS 
FUSS 
DUST 

ONE DAY INSTALLATIONS I I / % 
Suspended & Block Ceilings • ~ ^ ^ 

Free Estimates—Call Day or Night 

, JOSEPH DE GEORGE CEILING 
647-3795 

IF THIS WAS A HELP WANTED AD THAT READ 

TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED 
MUST HAVE CLASS 1 - 2 OR 3 

, CHAUFFER LICENSE 

Are you qualified to apply for this Job? If not, 
take advantage of this opportunity now. 

USE OUR PAY AS YOU LEARN PLAN 4 COURSES 
AVAILABLE—DEPENDING ON YOUR EXPERIENCE. 

W* flnont* your 

payment plan 

1349 E. MAIN ST 

288-6290 or 288-6296 

— IFOR LENT — 
COMPUTE LINE OF FRESH 

and FROZEN SEAFOODS 

PREPARED FOOD TO GO 

FRIED FISH - SCALLOPS - SHRIMP 

FRENCH FRIES-SALADS 

PRICES SEAFOOD 
"A leader in Quality for over a century" 

GOODMAN PLAZA 

826 Goodman St. N. Phom 288-8040 
Optn Every Day — Fri. 'till 7:30; Sat, 'til 5:00 
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