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~ Cafechehcal Aim: Conscience Formation

Anyﬁne discussinig: constience formation,”
like a good philosopher, ought to make a dis-

tinction between conscience and forming

conscience.

Conscience is the intellegt Passin,ﬁ J‘qu-
ment on the goodness or badness of an action
here and now to be done. If the action is
good, conscience prompts one to choose it;
if bad, it prods-one not to choose it. These
proddings and promptings \are called the
“dictates” or “voice” of consgience. Consci-
ence, therefore, involves two arts: judgment
and choice. Since it does, congcience forma-
tion must address itself to both, the mind and
the will. The ever-present danger in consci-
ence formation is to see it as the development

of either the mind or the will w1thout any
reference to each other.

A catechist who sees conscience formation
only as informing the mind would reduce
religious education to indoetrination. Indoc-
trination means informing the student about
right and wrong, packing his head with
knowledge, requiring no judgment on his
part. Religious education. in this concept

"would be a process of simply learning ques-
tions and the appropriate answers. Catechet-

ics becomes only an answering service with
no need for judgment or reflection. The

errors in this approach lie in the fact that
the ability to judge is not. being developed
and the will is being totally neglected.

On the other hand, a catechist who sees
conscience formation only as the program-
ming of behavior would reduce religious edu-

cation to behaviorism. The success of the pro-
gram de?ends on the students’ behavior, The

catechist believes, if he ‘‘makes’ the student
act according to set standards, all will be well.
Bernard Haring labeled this method as form+
ing conscience through imperatives: “Do

this.” “Don't do that.” The flaw with the be-
~ havioral approach is that it does not touch
the will, for it does not involve choice. Pris-

oners in a prison behave well; but mere con-

State CCD Directors
Consider New Document

The New York State Confer-
ence of Diocesan Directors of

formity to.rules is no guarantee of rehabili-
tation.

For the same reason, the commercial ap-
proach, tha_t of offering rewards, does not
form_congcience: A rewardsonly approach,
like a bribe, can adulterate motivation. The
Pharisee in our Lords parable prayed, fasted
twice a week and gave tithes of all he pos-
sessed. Yet he was not good. Virtue is much
more than mere behavior!

Insofar as conscience is a reasoned judg-
ment, it needs to be informed. Insofar as it
is a choice, it must be free Unless it is both
of these, conscience bgcomes nothing more
than a feehng something followed much as

a man follows a wheelbarrow.

One phase of conscience formation, there-
fore, is to develop the mind to conform to
the mind of Christ: to teach what is the right
thing to do and to teach what is the right
motive for doing it. This task is relatively
easy, since it consists in the presentation of
the truths of Faith. What is difficult here is
the manner of presentation: the teachings of
the Church must be presented persuasively
enough to move one to evaluate his own
judgments in the light of those teachings.
The presentation must encourage one to think

about motives and values! Yet at the same
time it must preserve his freedom of choice.

This freedom of choice, the second and
more difficult phase of conscience formation,
is the heart of it. For the object here is to
strengthen the will not only to choose what
it has learned to be the right thing, but to
choose it consistently and to act from the
right motive.

How can one be taught to do this? By de-
veloping the habit of making good choices.
Habit is a consistent way of acting acquired
through repetition. We speak of a good golfer,
a good bowler, a good tennis player. Do we
mean a person who makes a good shotynow
and then or bowls a good game now and then?
No. We mean somebody who consistently
makes good shots. He can make bad ones,

¥

too. But his eyes, nerves, muscles have been

so trained by constant practice that he can
now be relied upoi. He has developed a cer-

tain habit, a tone or quality, and it is there

even when he is not playing.

So, forming conscience means fostering

the habit of making good choices, so that one
can be relied upon to choose good most of

the time,

A choice, by its nature,smust be free.
Freedom requires that there be alternatives
of equal value, any one of which may be
freely selected. To offer a child a choice be-
.ween two alternatives — one of which is a
serious sin — allows no choice, because no
ong is free to choose an evil like sin. There-
fore, when choice is not given and action is
forced, far from developing conscience, a
rebel or a hypocrite is created. That is why
the “Gospel spirit of freedom and charity”
must pervade religious education.

In summary, conscience formation de-
mands: (1) informing conscience, and (2)
forming it.

We inform conscience by presenting what
is the right thing to'do, and by showing what

is the right motive for doing it. This entails
imparting the contents of revelation as taught

by the Church,
We form conscience by disposing one to

choose the right thing consistently, and to
act for the right reason.

. . . The forming of the Christian consci-
ence of children or youth consists, first and
foremost, in illuminating their minds con-
ceiminﬁ Christ’s dwires, His law and His
way, and in addition in influencing their
souls insofar as this can be done from the
outside, in order that they may execute
the divine Will freely and constantly. This
is the highest duty of education” (Pius XIJ,
3/23/52).

Next week: In practice, how do we form

conscience?

pact on the Bishdps of the

ALAN BELLIS

Award Winner

Victor — - Alan Bellis, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bel-
lis, Trillium Trail, has received
the Parvuli Dei Roman Cath-
olic Religious Emblem for Cub
Scouts. The award was made
by Father Paul Murley during
a recent Scout Sunday Mass at
St. Patrick’s Church. Alan is a
Webelos in Pack 52.

To recelve the emblem, a
Cub Scout must complete 12
requirements dealing with
knowledge of the parish, the
diocese, doctrine, scripture,
Christian living, and even re-
ligious handicraft. He must
first satisfy his parents and
then be reviewed by his pastor.

Alan was the first Cub to
receive the Parvuli Dei'lin St.
Patrick’s parish and one of a
very few to receive it in the
entire four county Finger
Lakes Council, according to
Duane Pancoast, cubmaster.

Courier-Journal

the Confraternity of ',Christian
Doctrine met here last week for
a day long “brain storming ses-
sion.”

Father Danie] F. Holland,
Rochester’s CCD director, said
the meeting of representatives
from_the eight dioceses of the
state was one of many state
level meetings going on through-
out gbe country on the practical
application of the General

Catechetical Directory for the
American Church.

The directory, he explained,
is a Vatican document con-
cerned with religion as it is
taught to the American people.

“It is a positive document,”
Father Holland continued, “one
of the healthiest documents to
come to America from Rome.
leaves a lot of room for im-
plementing and spells out that

how we teach religion is direct-

ly related to everything that
goes on in the parish.”

" The CCD directors’ confer-
ence meets five times a year to
work out problems of religious

education, It has a direct im-

CYO Hoops

The 84 team CYO Basketball
League finished the season
with a record number 28 ties
in the 8 High School, Gram-
mar School, parish regional
leagues of Monroe County.

Games are being played
through this week to determine
the positions for the up coming
CYO Diocesan Bishops’ Tour-

nament, March 11 and 12.

state, Father Holland said.

The goal is a thorough over
haul of the process of teaching
religion to children and adults,

continuity but
changing the means.

Father Charles McDonald,
executive secretary of the na-
tional conference, attended the
meeting from Washington, D.C.
He said that he would take the

results of the state brain storm-

ing session to the national meet.

ing in Minneapolis, April 2427,
“in order to facilitate further
deliberation on a practical
means of implementing the
principles in the General Cathe-
chectical Directory for the
American Church.”

Got Some News?

The Courier-Journal wants to
print news of your organization,
club or association. Please re-
member that the deadline is

Thursday noon for the following
week’s paper.

DIAPER SERVICE

Stork
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Now Showingl

TOWNE I

OPP. SOUTHTOWN MAZA
473-7660
ADVANCE TICKETS FOR GUARANTEED SEATING ON
SALE NOW FOR AlLL PERFORMANCES AT ANY JO-MOR
THEATRE DURING REGULAR BOX OFFICE HOURS e AT
JO-MOR CINEMA TRAVEL ® 240 EAST AVE., MON.-FRI.
FROM 9 'TIL 5 o OR BY MANK.

PRICE AND PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE

Men. thry Thurs. wt 8 P.M. $3.50 MATINEE
Fri. ar §:00 P.M j4.00 Wed. ot 1:30 P.M., . $2.50

Sob. of §:30 P.M. J4.00  Seh. w1004 445 P M. $2.50

Sure, ot 8$:30 P.M. . --$3.50 Smdl@l‘“',ﬂ. $3.50

- Mon., Fob. 21 at 1,00
NOTE: B, 10 ~ 5010 OU“ A:45 P.M. .

JO-MOR THEATRES ® 240 EAST AVE. ® ROCHESTER 14604
SEND ... .. .. TICKETS FOR “'FIDDLER™

FORDAY . . .. DATE TIME OF PERF.
NAME .

"ADDRESS ..

ZIPE CODE ,
Pluu Enclou Shmpcd S-If Addren' Envclopo

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE - 232.1400 MON.-FRI. 9 'TIL 8
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