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A Time 
To Repent 

Today is Ash Wednesday, 
the first day of Lent, and 
a time which customarily 
marks the beginning of the 
most solemn period of 
p e n a n c e in t he l i tu rgy of 

t h e Church? A s h e s f rom 

tne palms of last year's 
P a l m Sunday a r e b u r n e d 

a n d app l ied t o t h e 

foreheads of the faithful 
as a s a c r a m e n t a l a n d age-

Old symbol of penitence. 

At right, Father Bernard 
Carges and Auxiliary 

. Bishop John E, McCafferty 
recite prayers over the 
burning of the palms at 

•Sacred H e a r t Ca thedra l . 

Then Bishop McCafferty, 
below, applies ashes to the 
fo reheads of Mrs . C h a r l e s 
Donner, front of line, 
Sister Kathleen Leahy, SSJ, 
and Mrs. John Young. 
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Fleischmann Pcr/ie/ 

n 
By LAURENCE E. KEEFE 

The recommendations , of 
the Fleischmann Commission 
against aid to non-public schools 
have provoked dissension among 
the commissioners and attacks 

from local and state Catholic 
education officials.-

#he , » c ye commission's most re
cent report was issued Wedn.es-
day, Feb. 10 together with a 25-
page Tnrnority report written by 

Sen, Thomas Laverae of Iron* 
dequoit and four other commis
sion members. 

> The state council of Catholic 
School Superintendents and 
Father Daniel Brent, superin
tendent of schools in the Roch
ester diocese, immediately is
sued statements attacking the 
conclusions of the commission. 

The state council found the 
commission's conclusions "bi
ased, unsupported by research 
evidence, and .totally uncon
cerned about nonpublic school 
children, especially those in the 
disadvantaged areas who were 
a particular charge to the com
mission by the governor.* 

The Catholic superintendents 
also said, "It has been revealed 
by commission member Sen. 

Thomas Laverne, that 1 the first 
conclusion on separation of 
church and'state was fdoctored 
at the last minute to conceal 
the manifest prejudice, and in
herent contradiction inithe com
mission's basic positicii. Those 
opposing aid on this Ijjasis said 
that they would, do sap even if 

thQ federal and state Sconstitu-
tions permitted it." J 

W i 

Father Brent called fthe com-
mission's recommendations "log
ical conclusions fronf unwar
ranted premises. The | 'pro-aid' 
section of the report pfeints out 
the weaknesses of thefe prem
ises." , I 

Father Brent agreed with 
Sen. Laverne that thejconnnis-
sion misused data froi$ the re
search report which fofmed the 
basis of their recommendations. 
Louis Gray, a New York re
searcher, prepared t|ie two-
volume report, "The |CoHapse 
of Non-Public' Edtfcatiln:' Ru
mor or Reality?" Said! Father 
Brent, "I understand J&ary is 
quite upset at the way|his data 
was used." i 

"The commission spent only 
four per cent of thei|i budget 

research on n<fn-public on 

(Continued on Pag* 2) 

Two Priests Warm 
ToNCC 

Last week's announcement 
that the Roman Catholic Church 
may be headed for membership 
in- the National Council of 
Churches (NCC) drew warm 

; responses from, two diocesan 
I priests actively engaged in ecu-
,.! menical ministries. 
; Father Henry Atwell, new ex

ecutive director of the Genesee 
Ecumenical Ministries (GEM), 
lauded the announcement as re
flecting a new trend especially 
in the light of past policies of 
the NCC. 

He also praised the actions 

of Bishop Joseph L, Hogan in 
ecumenical endeavors saying he 

has "put the diocese ahead of 
the engine" in the ecumenical 
movement, 

Father Robert Kanka said he 
thinks the proposed member

ship is one that meritslcareful 
and thorough study. "The ad
vantages of such a jrtMition 
would help-avoid duplication of 
efforts and would of ten! ^provide 
a united Christian wiithess in 
some crucial areas." Me said. 
Father Kanka is prescient of 
Elmira's Ministerial Association, 
the first Catholic to h k d the 
post. 
. He cautioned, however, that 
"realistically, the problem of 
policy stands on controverted 
issues presents no smglj 'prob
lem. 1 can even foresee majority 
and minority reports." | 

Father Kanka also | warned 

that NCC policies "donjlt seem 
to be in accord with many grass
roots congregations." Because 
of this, he hopes there [will be 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Courier-Journal 

Accoun t s of P r e s i d e n t Nixon 's t r i p t o P e k i n g th i s 
week wM fill front page® around the world. Courier Jour
nal columnist Bob Considine is accompanying the chief 
executive on his history-shattering visit and will send 
b a c k Hi« impres s ions t o Cour ie r - Journa l r e a d e r s . 

i -
Meanwhile, closer to ijiome, hut on the same subject, 

staff writer Barbara Moyn^han has a first-hand interview 
with. Father Raymond de Jaegher, formerly a personal 
adviser to President Diem. Of South Vietnam and also at 
one time1 a missionary in China and prisoner of the Japan
ese durihg World War II. , 

Father de Jaegher has some frank and surprising re
m a r k abO\rt p$ Far 3Sp§tern colossus. ftead them on 
PAGE ?r-

The Rochester Association of Catholic Laymen (RACL) 

official Church policy, h a s itself become- someth ing of a 
center of controversy. • j 

Written in question and answer format, the fufj&t seg
ment of a twojpart series, "RACL: Everything you j^ways 
Wanted \Q Know but Were Afraid to AsK", appears; today 
on PAGE 18. ' 

because of. stands it has taken that have been counter to 
i 
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