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Of what value are council
and committee minutes once
they have been read and ap-
proved?

Too often they are buried in
volumes only historians open,
or they get carried away by
succeeding secretaries until it
becomes impossible to find a
complete set of them.

Mimnutes are valuable tools,
if they have been written suc-
cinctly and comprehensively,
and if they are used correctly.

Minutes serve as an instru-
men of evaluation,

The publicity chairman or
other persoff called on to write
something about the council,
or the officer given the task
of preparing the annual report,
will bless the recording secre-
tary and officers who have
seen to It that there is a com-
plete set of minutes.

Council leaders who wish to
lake a concrete look at where
the council is going should find
a clear picture in the minutes:
“Have you noticed how many
more parishioners lately are
coming to the council meetings
to voice their concern about the
drug problem in the commu-
nity?"

TFhe minutes serve to remind
members of “homework” to be
done, and reports to be pre-

pared for the upcoming meet-
ing.

When minutes are produced
and sent in advance to the
members, they save time at the
council or committee meeting,
since the reading of the min-
utes may be dispensed with and
their approval asked *‘“as pre-
senter earlier.”

The minutes may also serve
with communication; for, in
addition to the council leaders,
key parishioners (e.g., parish
correspondent for your dioce-
san newspaper) and other com-
munity leaders, may be put on
the list to receive minutes reg-
ularly,

A digest of the minutes
might also be prepared to run
in the next Sunday bulletin to
keep all parishioners informed.

A great part of planning for
the fufure consists of evalua-
tion, and much of it can be
aided by good minutes. For ex-
ample: “We’'ve been discussing
the problem of the school in
nearly every one of our meet-
ings, but we haven’t come up
with any saisfactory solutions.”

Minutes may also help you
to spot leaders: “Do you notice
how many more successful re-
ports we've had from the Com-
munity Life Committee since
Mary became chairman?”

Jesuit Disputes Cardinal
On Fyr. Drinan Role

Kansas City, Mo. —(RNS) —
The Jesuits’ New England pro-
vincial superior, Father Wil-

liam Guindon, SJ, has charged’

that an intimation by Cardinal
Johg Krol of Philadelphia that
Rep. Robert F. Drinan (D.-
Mass.) — a Jesuit — should re-
sign was ‘‘completely imperti-
ment.”

The congressman's superior
said he was happy that he ‘ap-
proved Bob Drinan’s running
for Congress, which is on a
specially Christian ground.”

He added that the Jesuit con-
gressman's candidacy and elec-
tion had a specific effect on

U.S. policy with respect to the
issues of war and peace.

Cardinal Krol’'s remarks were
part of an interview on nation-
al television. Asked about Rep.
Drinan’s role, the cardinal cit-
ed pronouncements made at
the recent world Synod of Bish-
ous in Rome, which, he sald,
pointed out that ‘“the priest
was not to invade the com-

petency of the laity” and “not
enter partisan politics.”

Cardinal Krol,

president of the U.S, Catholic

bishops' conference, never
naming the Jesuit, implied
that in light of this pronounce-
ment, Rep. Drinan was in-
volved in partisan politics and,

therefore, should resign, al-
though he did not express it

specifically.

CYO Hoop

St. Monica's basketball team
is leading the CYO’s Southern
Division with an 8—1 record
according to George Scherer,
the division's coach advisor. In
the same division, St. Jerome’s
team has a 7—1 record to place

second.
In_the Southern High School

Division, Fran Larkin, coach
advisor, reports that St. Louis
continues on top with an 8—0
record.
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who also is |

Calling Rep. Drinan’s con-
gressional career ‘“a variation
of his teaching role (he was
dean of the Boston College Law
School), Father Guindon said:

“It’s because he took this
stand in a conscientious way,
which we worked out in dia-
logue, that I think it was com-
pletely impertinent- of Cardinal
Krol to attack him on the
grounds of resigning in con-
science.

“I don’t think Cardinal Krol
is equipped to know the issues
in this case. I think it was real-
ly unwarranted, unjustified
statement.”

‘Oneﬂ Parish’

In one parish, the people
learned via a letter that they
could expect shortly “an ordin-
ary visit by a couple of people
from our parish to spend some
time talking about what you
want to talk about.”

The home-visit program—an
effort to discover what parish-
ioners think about their parish,
what they would like to see it
doing, and how they might be
encoqraged to tgke more active
part in parish life—was direct-
ed by a *‘core committee’” of a

dozen people,

They broke the parish area
into 29 pgeographic districts,

each district headed by chair-
men. They in turn recruited
visitors, who were given the
names of 5 to 10 parish families
to visit.

If a visitor couple has heard

several families raise questions
about changes in the liturgy,

the couple might call neighbors
together for a home Mass, in-

cluding an ‘explanation of the
changes.

If there have been questions
about the parish council, the
visitor could arrange an inform-
al meeting with someone from
the council who could provide

answers.

During the visits, the parish-
ioners were asked to fill in
cards to update parish records
and to indicate any special skills
or interests they might have.
These cards, which the people
could place in an envelope and
seal, could be given back to the
visitors, mailed to the rectory,
or dropped in a collection
basket.

One of the prime purposes of
the home-visit program, the
pastor explained, was to reach
the ‘“untapped talent” in the

parish, and to be certain every-

one in the parish had received

a direct personal invitation to
become involved in some parish
group or activity,

The home-visit project in the
parish is operated under the
parish council’s Communica-
tions and Public Relations Com-
mittee,

In another effort to get a
“feedback” from parishioners,
one parish did away with its
homilies one weekend and ré-
placed them with a literal
“man in the pew” poll, distri-
buting a questionnaire and hav-
ing the worshippers fill them
out then and there,

sionally arranged in a
re-usable, satin-white
ceramic container . . .
highlighted by en-
chanting kissing
angels framed
in a red ey
chonille 17
heart. Tell her

country. _
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your Valentine
the gift designed

with love in mind. Finest,
freshest flowers profes-

you love her with an F'TD
‘““LoveBundle’. Available only
from your FTD Florist. Just give
us a call or stop in. We can send
| our “LoveBundle” to your Love-
Bundle almost anywhere in the

58 Lake Ave. - Dial 232-2255
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The pastor called the poll an
indication of his parish’s will-
ingness to put Church demo-
cracy in action “at the local
level. We want to glve our peo-
ple what they want and what
we feel we can best reach them
with.”

A total of 1,657 parishioners
filled in the questionnaire,
which sought to gain their
opinions on a variety of toples:

Sermons based on current
moral issues—This drew the lar-
gest ‘“yes” vote, 1,217, with
only 149 saying they disapprov-

,ed of such homilies.

b

Homilies based solely on the
day’s Gospel reading were ap-
proved by 854 to 360. A “dia-
logue sermon” got 581 votes in
favor and 470 against.

A periodic report by parish

council chairmen in place of a
homily that weekend was favor-

ed by 688 people and rejected
by 396

et

* Finding What Parishioners Think

A question about choirs at
Mass saw them being favored
by 1182, but 406 said they did
not care for them. A by-product
of the questionnaire on this
point was that 53 people signed
up for the choir. .

Women lectors, which the

parish now has, were favored by

1,059 opposed by 406. The par-
ish is almost 50-50 on the ques-
tion of women ushers, 760 being
against, and 738 being in favor.

Individual passing of the col-
lection basket from person to
person was rejected by 830 to
595. But 935 approved of the
collection belng brought up to
the altar and offered as a gift
from the congregation, while
538 disapproved of that practice.

The parishioners voted 888 to
656 against having Communion
distributed by laymen, but there
was a close margin of defeat for
the idea of taking Communion
in the hand, 841 to 779.

LONGING

Midtown.
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FOR SPRING

It's the look that puts you im the limelight
now. Pretend put-togethers that turn out to
be just one slick trick of a dress. A fan of
checked pleats flutbering 1o the ankles, a solid
U-neck top, filled in with frash white collar
and cuffs. Navy or brown in going-places
100% polyester. A must for your first lis-
some look of spring, misses' sizes, $64, in
McCurdy's First Impresslons Second Floor,

g

e

"
M

acg 83

o DN e

Wik
Y 3
Jeryer 224
S i g

A
. E

e

7l

.’5

Page 6

[F-TIRIT VIV Rt 2 A1V, V1N

3
N

et i

T

o
AT AN o o

LN e

e M e K




