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Bishop Hogan Discusses Lenten Season

My dear People:

. We approach the Lenten Season of 1972
in a time of change, trancition and even con-
fusion. At such a time it is more necessary
thai ever that we reassert the essential mes-
sage of the Gospel: that our Lord Jesus came
to reconcile us to the Father and to unite us
to one another as .God’s people. If we are to
understand this work of reconciliation ac-
complished by our Lord Jesus Christ, we must
deepen our awareness of the meaning of sin,
our need for forgiveness and the value of
penance in the Christian life, Therefore, I
feel it my responsibility, as your Blshop and

in conjunction with the priests of the diocese,
to speak to you on. these topics.

The -existence of war, injustice, prejudice
is enpugh to convince us that sin is a reality
in today’s world. We are surrounded by sin
and susceptible to it — yet we often fail to
recognize it within ourselves. Whenever we

- personally contribute, to violence or injustice

or show our prejudice, we weaken or distort
our baptismal orientation toward God; we are
sinners and make the power of evil stronger
in our world. Our sins separate us from God,

set us against our fellowman and gradually

ruption of the community around us,
At the beginning of the Lenten §Season,
when we accept ashes as a sign of our, need

and desire for conversion and a change of
heart, we urge all believers to reflect lin their
lives what these ashes mean and do penance
for sin. Jesus in the Gospels, constantly draws
sinners to himself — the sinful woman, Mary
Magdalene, the repentant Peter. For the
Christian, penance is a lifelong . proeess, an
abiding attitude. The Lenten Season high-
lights this process: Lenten readings recall,
encourage and motivate it; Lenten worship

celebrates if.
(Continued from Page 1)
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cause our own destruq@i_on as well as the dis-

Bishops Hickey, Hogan and McCafferty

Bishops, Priests to Discuss Council

Bishop Joseph L. Hogan and
his two auxiliaries will talk
with the clergy of the diotese
during the next three weeks on
plans for general spiritual re-
newal and other matters of pas-
toral concern.

Though appearing separately,
they will speak as with ome
mind, a spokesman stressed.

Fourteen reglonal meetings
are scheduled for Feb. 17
through March 10, Bishop Ho-
gan will have five, Bishop Den-
nis W. Hickey, three, and Bish-
op John E. MeCafferty, six.
Each will be accompanied by a
priest who will serve as cham
man.

“The bishops are looking for-
ward to their dialogue with the
priests,” according to Msgr.
Donald Mulcahy, executive sec-
retary of the Pastoral Council
Formation Comimittee. “They
see it as an opportunity to share
mutual concerns for the diocese.

“All three definitely will be
of ope mind. It is a sort of
three-in-one approach.”
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Accompanying Bishop Hogan
on hig tour will be Father Wil-
liam M. Hart, pastor of Holy
’I‘muty ‘Webster. Father John

S. Whalen, pastor of Our Lady
of Mercy -pansh in Greece, will
go with Bishop Hickey. Father
Robert J. Downs, new pastor
of St John the Evangelist,
Spencerport, will be Bishop
McCafferty’s presiding officer.

The priests of each region
will list their major concerns

on the agenda. for each meeting.

The unusual procedure of con-
ducting “dialogue”  sessions
throughout the diocese was ex-
plaineéd by Msgr. Mulcahy by a
quotation from the document
on the priesthood issued by the
Bishops Synod last fall.

“Both the difficult service of
autherity, and the practice of
an obedience which is not mere-
ly passive must be carried on
in a spirit of faith, in mutual
charity, in friendly confidence,
and through constant and pa-
tient dialogue,” the document

8ays.
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“Thus the collaboration and
the responsible cooperation of
priests with the bishop can be
sincere, human and at the same
time supernatural.”

The schedule of meetings fol-
lows:

Bishop Hogan — Feb, 17 -
Sacred Heart Cathedral - 10
a.m.; Feb. 22 - Holy Family,
Auburn - 10 am.; Peb. 25 - St.
Joseph Hospital, Elmira - 1:30
pm.; Feb. 28 - St. Mary, Can-
andaigua - 10 am.; Feb. 29 - St.
Ambrose, Rochester - 10 a.m.

Bishop Hickey — Feb. 18 -
St. Monica, Rochester - 10 a.m.;

Feb. 23 - Our Lady of Lourdes.

Rochester - 10 a.m.; Mar. 1

St. Rose, Lima - lq am.

Bishop McCafferty — St.
Charles, Rochester - 10 am.;
Feb. 23 - Corpus Christi, Roch-
ester - 10 am.; Feb. 25 - St.
Joseph Hospital, Elmira --1:30
p.m.; Feb. 28 - St. Margaret
Mary, Rochester - 10 a.m., Mar.
9 - St. Mary, Bath > 3:30 p.m.;
Mar. 10 - Immaculate Concep-
tion, Ithaca - 11 am.

Problem Pregnancy?
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3-Year Study

C afhol:c

'NCC Membership

New York — (RNS) ‘After
3 three.year study, a joint com-

> mittee has issued a report that

strongly favors the entrance of
the Roman Catholic Church
into the National Council of

? -

The Study Committee on the
Relatxonshxp of the NCC and
the RCC, which included prom-
inent representativ&s of Dboth,
decided not to make a recom-

" mendation. But it concluded

that Catholic membérship in the

- councl] would bring several ad-

vantages, and that there are no

obstacles that would prevent the

move.

“The kind of corporate ec-

clesial existence implied by en-

trance into the NCC would ap-

pear to be in harmony with the -

ecclesiological and ecumenical

principles of the RCC as ex- -

pressed by its most authorita-
tive documents,” the report
states. “Members in bodies such
as the NCC would help to carry

out the common witness, wor-

_ ship and service appropriate to

the actual ecclesial situation as
understood both by the RCC

and by the present member
Churches of the NCC.”

The report was issued simul-
taneously by the NCC here and
the -US. Catholic Conference
(USCC) in Washington, D.C.

The U.S. Catholic Church has
a membership of -about 48 mil-
lion. The 33 member Churches
of the NCC have a combined
membesship of some 42 million.

A comparison of the NCC’s
goals with Vatican II documents
expressing a Catholic commit-
ment to ecumensim, the com-
mittee conctuded, “suggests the
likelihood that the RCC in the

‘would be' accept:

United States might |-hppropri-
ately seek to become & member
of the NCC and that iit might
be welcomed in this cg'pacity »

Though the Catholw Church
does not have a natibnal or-
ganization equivalent! fo those
of Protestant denoiinations,
the committee agreed {that the
NCCB, with Vatican .approval,
was competent to make a deci-
sion regarding membérshlp in
the NCC, The xeport; advises,
however, ithat the move should

not be made withput gi‘ass roots

support.

In an interview, D Bdwin
Espy, general retary of the

NCC and a co 1ttéa%member

said it was a “foregone conclu-~

sion” that the Catholit Church
if it applied
for mempership ’

The Catholic o-chaarman of
the committee Was Bishop

Charles H. Hel mg of the
Kansas City-St. Joseph diocese
who is also chdi - of the

Bishop’s Committee om Ecumen-
ical and Interrehgmus§Affa1rs

Other Catholic members were

Bishop William W. Baum of"

the Springfield-Cape Girardeau
diocese, Bishop Joseph L. Ber-
nardin, general secre! of the
NCCB and the U.S. Catholic
Conference; Fatheir Avery
Dulles, SJ, professar at Wood-
stock College in New York City;

Father Richard Mc rmick, SJ,
professor at Bellarmine “School
of Theology in Chicago, Father

- Frederick McManus, -executive

_ecretary of the. Bishdps Com-

mittee on Liturgy,' and Father
Edwin B. Neill, gssigtant gen-
eral secretary o‘t the NCCB.
The NCC co-chairmén was Dr.
(Continued on Page 2)
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