
Is Pope Changing Tone 
Of butch Hierarchy? 

Rome Meets Malta 
Prime Minister Dom Mintoff of Malta (left) meets with 
Pope Paul VI at the Vatican. The Maltese leader is 
embroiled with Britain in a dispute over bis attempt 
to obtain more money for British use of military facil
ities on the Mediterranean island. He met with the pon
tiff for nearly one hour before joining British Defense 
Secretary Lord Carrington and NATO Secretary Gen
eral Joseph Luns in Rome for talks on the crisis. 

Unity with Orthodoxy 

Gets Papal Nudge 
Vatican City — (RNS)—Pope 

Paul exchanged the kiss of 
peace with a representat ive of 
Eas te rn Orthodoxy, and pledged 
his efforts to br ing about closer 
ecumenical links between his 
Church and Rome. 

The pledge was made during 
a pr ivate meet ing wi th Ortho
dox Metropoli tan Meliton of 
Chalcedon who visited t h e 74-
year-old pint i f f as a personal 
representat ive of Ecumenical 

' Pat r iarch Athenagoras of Istan
bul. 

The Pope and the metropoli
tan la ter observed t h e close of 
Christian Unity Week at a joint 
praye r service in the Basilica of 
St. John Lateran. This is the 
"church of the Pope" in his 
role as Bishop of-Rome. 

Pope Paul called for a new 
de termina t ion on the par t of 
ail "to go forward, convinced 
as we a r e that prudence de
mands and guides courage 
based on faith. 

"Our common m a r c h has 
brought about a new situation 
between us which may be the 
root of new progress and gives 
us a glimpse of new solutions," 
the Pope said, adding that both 
sides mus t "not hes i ta te" to go 
forward along the path to unity 
but all t h e while being careful 
to retain "full faithfulness to 
our common tradi t ion." 

"The eyes of the faithful are 
tu rned to their pastors, who 
certainly do not want to disap
point the i r expectation," the 
Pope stressed, "We will pray 
for the light and the s t rength 
needed to guide our advance 
toward a time when we may be 
invited by the grace of God to 
take decisive steps, not only be
tween us, bu t for the whole 
Christ ian family, in what we 
whole-heartedly hope and want 
to be a near future." 

The Roman Catholic and Or
thodox Churches h a v e been 
drawing closer together since 
Vatican I I at a rate that many 
observers say could never have 

been expected. 
M u c h c r e d i t f o r t h e a c c e l e r -

atea mm (MM! tMi> U-
tween t h e two Churches is given 

to rope Paul, Among other 
things, he met with Pat r iarch 
Athenagoras in Je rusa lem in 
1964. There , t he men embraced 
and exchanged the kiss of 
peace. The Pope later met with 

the Pat r iarch in Turkey. A 
th i rd meet ing took place in St. 
Peter ' s Basilica in view of 
thousands of members of both 

Churches. 

Vatican City —(RNS)—Some 
Vatican observers and officials 
are convinced, as a .result of 
the recent appoin tment of a 
new bishop in Holland, tha t 
Pope Paul .is determined to 
change the complexion of the 
Dutch hierarchy. 

The assessments came on the 
heels of the appointment of Fa
ther Jan Gijsen, 39, as Bishop 
of Roermqnd. 

A year ago, the pontiff dis
pleased the liberal h ierarchy in 
The Nether lands when] h e se
lected Fa the r Adr ien Simonis, 
leader, of Dutch conservative 
forces,' as Bishop of Rot te rdam 
even though his name Was not 
on the list s e n t ^ o t h e Pope by 
the Dutch bishops for consid
eration. 

Fa the r Gijsen has long been 
a close, friend of Bishop Simon-
is and for years has not t r ied 
to hide! his conservative bent in 

Pope Cites 
St Agnes 

Vatican City — (RNS)—Pope 
Paul VI scored what he called 
"l icentiousness" in fashions, the 
press and enter ta inment , and 
held u p as an exemplary figure 
a Fourth-Century martyr who 
died in defense of h e r puri ty 
and virginity. 

Referr ing to St. Agnes, whose 
feast day is Jan. 21, the Pope 
said tha t she is one of the 
"most i l lustr ious" saints of the 
Church, "who underwent mar
tyrdom in defense of he r chas
t i ty" at t he age of 12 or 13. 

As an antidote to contempo
rary immodesty, Pope Pau l held 
up St. Agnes as "a mar ty r for 
virginity," "a custodian of 
Christ ian beauty," and "a maid
en, who though very young, was 
aware of the sublimity and 
baseness t ha t what is called 
love can assume." 
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religious mat ters in a nation 
that has become known for its 
advanced ideas on theology and 
other mat ters . 

"When Simonis was named," 
one Vatican obesirver said, 
"there was always ithe excuse 
tha t it was really dome without 
the Holy Fa the r having given 
the matter enough thought. 

"But now with this second 
appointment — another con
servative — it is obvious that 
the Holy Fa ther is out to make 
the hierarchy of the Nether
lands a conservative hierarchy." 

Cardinal Bernard! Alfrink, 
the pr imate of Holland, report
edly made no secret of his dis
taste for the Simonis appoint
ment but he sent (congratula
tions to the new bilshop soon 
after his selection was made 
known. 

' T h i s ( the new appointment) 
also means an open denounce
ment of the other Nether lands 
bishops headed by Cardinal Al
frink," said the Roman Catholic 
newspaper, Volkskramt. 

CYO BASKETBALL 

St. Bridget 's is still undefeat
ed in the Northern- CYO Ele
mentary Division wi th a 6-0 
record. In the top game of t h e 
week in the Nor the rn Division 
Holy Rosary beat St. Thomas, 
34-33. 

St. Thomas the Apostle High 
School Team continues to lead 
the Nor thern High School Di
vision with a 7-0 mark. 
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T H I HOLY FATHER'* MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

This column's happiest readers are the men, 
women and children who know they're needed. 
The days we're busiest helping others are the 
happiest days of our lives. . . . Who needs you 
most? Surprisingly, God needs you — for In
stance, to help an abandoned orphan become 
a God-loving, responsibile adult Lepers need 
you (there are still 15-million lepers In the 

world), blind children need you, and so do we. 
. . . Here in New York we are your agents, telling 
yoiu where the tloly Father says your help is 
needed, and channeling your help promptly and 
safely to the people in need. . . . Want to feel 
good right now? Do without something you want 
bust do not need, and send the money instead 
for one of the needs below. You'll fee! good, 
especially if your gift is big enough to mean 
a sacrifice to you. This is your chance to do 
something meaningful for the world —if s God's 
world — while you're still alive, 
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D Only $8.50 gives our priests and Sisters In 
Shiertallay, south India, enough Dapsone 'mlr-
aclle' tablets for 43 lepers for a year! 

D For only $3.50 a week (14 a month, $168 a 
year) you can make sure that an abandoned 
balby has food, clothing, a blanket and love. 
We'll send you a photo of the baby you 'adopt*, 
telll you something about him (or her), and nK 
the Sister-in-charge to keep you informed. 

D Your stringless gifts in any amount ($5,000, 
$l„00O, $500. $100, $50, $25. $10, $5, $2) 
willl help the neediest wherever they are — in 
India and the Holy Land, for Instance. 

• Only you can make your will—and do it this 
week to be sure the poor will have your help 
even after you're gone: Our legal title: CATHOLIC 
NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION. Also, our priests 
wllll offer promptly the Masses you provide for. 
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