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Toward 
Tomorrow 

Bishop Hogan remarked that he'd 
like to see all viewpoints in the 
Church reflected in the Courier. 

Perhaps that wish prompted the 
Courier editor to ask me to write 
this column, and to locate it to the 
left of "The Bight Side." 

The Bishop's wish certainly reveals 
that whatever the Catholic Church 
might have been, or seemed to be, in 
the past, it most assuredly cannot be 
considered a thinking-man's Strait-
jacket any longer. 

Like the spectrum of God's sun­
shine, t h e opinions of Catholics range 
today from radical left to rigid right, 
from ultra-liberal to ultra-conserva-

tlve. 
As TTHirii as I am most happy for 

such freedom and diversity. I think 
the re is a hazard, however,, in •want-

ing a label for ourselves or for 
others. 

Radicals as well as reactionaries 
are captives, they a re hot wholly 
free. Each is trapped by an ideology, 
each Is as predictable as a computer. 
You don' t even have to ask radical 
Abbie Hoffman or reactionary Spiro 
Agnew for an opinion on pot or the 
press. Their answers are already ob­
vious. You don't have to ask a Black 
Panther or a Ku Kluxer for anmpin-
ion on integration. Their answers are 
already obvious. Each is a captive of 

his own fixed v iewpoint 
To be a Christian, however, locates 

one in what Td like to call " the 

dynamic center." Like the hub on a 
wheel, a Christ ian can go freely in 
any direction, u p o r down, left or 
right, depending on the issue of t h e 
moment — and yet remain free t o 
re tu rn always to tha t dynamic center 
for reconsideration and the freedom 
to take a different direction. 

Ar t Buchwald recently described 
this si tuation as tha t space of "mod­
era te madness . . . tha t lies between 
Spiro and Abbie," but it is emphati­
cally not the bland apathy of being 
"middle of t h e road." 

Christ iani ty and Crisis magazine 

recently published an article by Ga­
briel Fackre titled "Celebrating the 
Center ." 

He coined the name "mid-lib" for 
those thus-far silent Americans who 
don't want to join the art iculate 
ranks of ei ther far left o r far right. 

These "mid-libs" in the "dynamiĉ  
center," according to Fackre, have not 
been chained in any ideological pris­
on and they refuse to be stampeded 

; by simple slogans which prescribe 
t automatically what must be done and 

where. 
A "mid-lib" in other words is a 

person who is l iberated from any 
pre-fixed position. He wants to be 
free to stand in the middle and look 
at all sides of the question and then 

proceed to act according to the faith 
and common-sense God has given 
to him. 

I think Jesus was a "mid-lib" like 
that. He didn't fit any of the neat 
categories in his day either. He 
wasn't the kind of Messiah he was 

expected to be. He wasn't the kind 
of a man he was expected to be 
either. His family, even his apostles, 
became exasperated with him. And 
he bugged his critics to the point 
they nailed him on a cross. And yet 
he promised those who believed in 
him that he'd make them free, and 
his whole life style revea led-he en­
joyed an inner freedom like no one 
else. 

So many, of us .today are impris­
oned in our thinking and our acting 
by black power, poor power, student 
power, woman power, money power 
— but the swing factor in all these 
issues is still unsapped power of t h e 
middle, who are so often frightened, 
puzzled, and in some cases jus t lazy. 

If we can somehow nudge tha t vast 

bulk of our nation's people from 

dead center to "dynamic center" t hen 

the wheel of progress can begin to 
t u rn with a. speed never before 
dreamed of. W e can then also rec­
oncile all these divergent and urgent 
viewpoints toward a goal tha t will 
benefit everyone. 

F r o m a 'weary Pastor: "Regarding 
your column about t he seminarian 
who just wants to do whatever h is 
Bishop wants him to do: for God's 
sake kidnap the guy and br ing him 
to Rochester . . ." 

Comment: I 'm afraid that 's not t h e 
answer. In our diocese, appointments 
are practically made by a personnel 
board and ratified by the Bishop, 
who also may reject a recommenda­
tion:- So bet te r let our seminarian 
who is satisfied to find God's Will i n 
his Bishop; and we must find His 
Will in our local priests' personnel 
board. Which is the be t te r method 
for God to express His Will only t ime 
will tell. 

• • • 

F rom a Rochesterian: "I was happy 

to read the doctor's letter about his 
ange r at the confusion in the Church, 

because now I know I'm not alone in 
my thoughts . And I am happy tha t 
you think the Church is returning to 
normalcy . . . . However I am a very 
frightened person. Having a 'smidge' 

of Catholicism as a child, and a dose 
here and the re of everything from 
Calvinism to Unitarianism, I really 
feel lost. I feel totally out of place 
in t he Catholic Church yet ironically,, 
tha t is t h e only place I feel that I be- , 
long . . ." 

Comment: Why stay feeling so 
lost? There are many sound priests, 
nuns and laymen in Rochester who 
could help you if could help you if 
you would seek help. Your le t ter 
sounds as if God is giving you a spe­
cial grace. Why not use it? A non-
Catholic friend of mine recently said: 
"I'm not a Catholic, but I stop in at 
St. Anne's Church (Hornell) nearly 
every day. It is so restful, and I feel 
so near to God." You know tha t the 
Blessed Sacrament is in our churches. 
Why not get into the habit of stop­
ping to talk it over with Him? If I 
can help, do wri te again. 

4 4 * 
From an Ithacan: "I want to get 

The Decline and Fal l of Radical 
Catholicism by Prof. Hitchcock, which 
you so heartily recommend. Can I 
obtain this from Trant's in Roches­
ter? I am enclosing $10 so you can 
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get another copy for yoursejf . . . . I 
well unders tand that poor! mother 's 
anguish over he r children .§. ." 

Comment: The reference t o t h e 
mother 's anguish concerns , the 'Cali­
fornia mother who wrote he r sorrow 
at t h e weakness of faith of •'her child­
ren, thanks to a false concept of ag-
giornamento. My reply: "Dr. Byrne 
taught us Scripture at Old "'St. Bern­
ard's Seminary. He used t{jj praise a 
book to the skies, and enp up : Of 
course, it 's out of print . I sometimes 
feel like that. At Trant's. ;,A1 Walz 
said: A lot of people will be mad at 
you. You recommended Muggeridge's 
Something Beautiful . for p o d . I t ' s 
already out of p"rint. Fo r a [while we 

had a time keeping Arch Books for 
children in stock. Ntfw Al Seeps run­
ning out of Decline and/IfalE I re­
plied: I used to t rade in f. grocery 
store where they were alwajjys out of 
tomato soup. The manager |xplained: 
' I t 's t h e most popular souft: and we 
keep runnning out of it' There isn't 
an exact parallel between a ,sure sale, 
like tomato soup, and a pre t ty su r e 
popularity of certain bpftks; but 
please do t ry to hur ry 'the^ books 

along. *j ' 
Your le t ter is appreciated; and 

with your ten dollars I will, send you 
a Decline and Fall; some Arch Books 
for your little ones, and twq copies of 
the Scriptural Rosary whichj you will 
find devotional. Pa r t of thei discour­
agement of our people comes from 

the notion of.some promoters that 
Catholicism i s a F u n Religiorf ins tead 
of the preaching and practicfe of t h e 
life of "Christ and Him crucified." 
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From a friend to whom | gave a 

gift subscription of the Pourier: 
"Enjoy the COURIER so ttjuch. I n 
many ways it is our only connection 
with Rochester 's news . . . 

Comment: Said friend w4s once 
a radical Catholic: has s immered to 
a liberal; and gives no nod of ap­
proval to this column. Oft, aching 
hear t ! But if t he Courier means so 
much to her, why not'subscribe to 
t h e i paper for a relat ive o r friend 
who might enjoy the news and views 
of the Diocese? 
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If there were some good news in & 
and speaking of 

G O O D NEWS 
COURIER-JOURNAL PHOTOJOURNALIST 

LAURENCE E. KEEFE 
examines the 

OTIS AREA COMMUNITY PROCESS 
A study to found a 

community organization in the 

Northwest Outer-city. 
Next week in the center-fold 

\ 

THERE IS GOOD NE;WMtlM$mM W*m 
Find"-Some E^W*mk W?&^MWzM$. 

COURIER!! 
Courltr-Joumai Wednesday, February 2,1972 


