
LETTERS 
Letters to the editor should be addressed to the editor. Courler-
Jouraal, Richford Building, 87 Chestnut gt, Rochester, N.Y. MM4. 
They should be no longer than 1\A pases, typed doable-spaced. 
Names and addresses ghoald be included. The paper reserves the 
right to edit all letters. 

QUIRP 

'Exorcist 
'Sick' Book 
Editor: 

Upon the recommendation of 
a priest friend I bought the 
"Exorcist" and read it. I must 
say that this book was written 
by a sick man, about sick people 
and if i t has been on the best 
seller list for many weeks—this 
doesn't surprise me—for I have 
known for quite awhile that 
popularity does not necessitate 
good judgment or proper 
values. 

The book is bizarre, unneces
sarily explicit about black Mass
es, possession, etc., and theolo
gically incorrect That the 
author should thank the Jesuit 
order for training his mind, 
does not speak too well for tile 

, Jesuits, but then we have Jesuit 
Father O'Malley who recom
mends this book to his young 
readers as being an excellent 
moral book. I am thankful that 
Father O'Malley is going to 
Hollywood where he belongs. 

May I take this way of say
ing how much I enjoy the 
Father Atwell column. He is a 
priest 30 years ahead of bis 
time and one whose rare insight 
'and keen intelligence states cur
rent issues as they are and does 
not hide behind the clerical 
smokescreen of stale cliches. 
He has the courage o f his con
victions and as I see it, he is 
about the only hope or cham
pion that clear thinking, con
cerned and intelligent laymen 
have. 

Anne Christoff 
Rochester 

Daily Mass 
Crusade Urged 
Editor. 

Our church is in a very 
serious crisis. Fallen away 
Catholics would run into the 
millions. Christ promised to be 
with the Church until the end 
of time, but He never said how 
many members it would have 
then. Christ always gives us 
the grace and the means to ob
tain it if we would only use 
common sense. 

If there is anything that 
would touch the heart of Christ 
it Is the innocence and the pray^ 
ers of children. For years 
children attending the parochial 
-schools attended dally Mass, 
they were not forced to but 
were encouraged to go to 
church each day. Why do the 
children of today stay away 
from church during the week? 
Surely they could pay a visit to 
their Eucharistic King. 

If the Catholic schools do net 

promoto daily Ma§s I say tnoy 
are not worth very much. And 
the millions of dollars we spend 
on our schools could well be 
spent on the poor, the elderly 
and the sick. I really wonder 
if Christ would have any kinder 
words for us were he to come 
again than He had for the peo
ple of His day when He called 
them Hyprocrites. I for one 
would surely like to see our 
Bishop start a crusade of pray
ers, starting with daily Mass for 
those of us who can attend, and 
to revive among the children 
this wonderful practice. ~ • 

Leo Zeller 
Canton Street 
Rochester 

'Hands of Mary' 
Seeking Help 
Editor: 

*'Hands of Mary." a lay mis
sion helpers group, is sorely in 
need of mission supplies. 

If anyone could send dis
carded religious items they will 
be sent to India where they 
cannot be obtained. Needed are 
rosaries (especially), b r o w n 
scapulars, medals, small statues, 
pictures (but no printed mat-
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ter) crucifixes, and even sewing 
materials. 

Needed drastically are small 
children's clothing for school 
wear. We would also greatly ap
preciate mailing cord and tape 
as these take out of our limited 
funds. 

Articles may be mailed direct
ly to Father V. Elanjipuram, 
Holy Family R. C. Church, 
Bathili P.O. Srikakulam Dr. A.P. 
India, or to "Hands of Mary," 
Eldora Scott, Director; R.D. 1, 
Footer Road, Holcomb, N.Y. 
14469. 

Eldora Scott 
Holcomb 

'Leaky Boat 
Calls for Action 
Editor: 

Recently on a late-night 
talk show, Thor Heyerdahl said 
that persons from eight differ
ent countries sailed with him 
on his epic Voyage. He said that 
they all got along very well to-

gether. The host suggested that 
this was because they were all 
together on a "leaKy boat." 

I wonder how much more time 
will pass before everyone real
izes that we are all living on a 
"leaky boat" Some of the fac
tors that make our world leaky 
are pollution, poverty and prej
udice. Yet, even well-intention
ed persons appear unable to 
work together to solve, or eveix 
reduce, these problems. How 
far into the water will our 
"boat" sink before pollution is 
removed from partisan politics 
and the various agencies that 
are attempting to alleviate pov
erty begin working together In
stead of duplicating each other's 
efforts and trying to outdo each 
other. 

Judith Loduunyelr 
Summerville Drive 
Rochester 

Demonstration 
Violated Rights 

Editor! 
Members of the organization 

"Ecumenical Concern for Peace 
and Justice" disrupted the 10:30 
a.m. Mass at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church on Jan. 16 and 
distributed leaflets condemning 
American involvement in Indo
china. Their intrusion violates 
the right of Americans to gath
er and worship without inter
ference and indicates poor man
ners and a lack of consideration 
for others. This group has ac
cess to the communications 
media to present their views, 
but instead chooses to use abra
sive confrontation tactics which 
nave the effect of alienating 
opinion rather than winning 
sympathizers. 

Although our activities in the 
world arena are itfr from per
fect, we should realize that we 
live in a world which cannot 
exist half-slave and half-free. If 
we are truly concerned with 
peace and justice there is a fer
tile field for action in the super
states of the USSR and the Peo
ple's Republic of China. Even 
though it may not be fashion
able, it is not inappropriate to 
pray for world peace and for 
the conversion of4 Russia and 
China. 

Richard J. Brzustowicz, M.D. 
Rochester 

A Tribute 
To Fr. Hester 
Editor: 

There lived and worked among 
us a spiritual and educational 
leader of remarkable character 
and impeccable reputation. Fa
ther Frarlcis Hester's service to 
his Church and community has 
been a triumph over adversity 
and challenge. 

He is responsible for the sta

bility and sterling reputation of 
St. John the Evangelist Church 
and School. Every building 
block of the school, convent and 
rectory bears the imprint of his 
character and his concern. 

His vision was incorruptible, 
his respect for truth steadfast 
and his judgment sure. Blessed 
with keen intellect, he could 
quickly determine the one best 
answer, to a complicated prob
lem. 

The Spencerport community 
has lost a good friend. Mem
bers of the Board of Education 
extend deepest sympathy to the 
family of Father Francis E. 
Hester in their loss and bereave
ment. With them, members of 
the Spencerport school com
munity mourn the passing of a 
fine individual and hold his 
memory in respect. 

Dr. Leo Bernabt, 
Superintendent of Schools, 
Spencerport 

Father Atwiell 
View Assailed 

Editor'. " I 
It is symbolic of the con-

fusion within the Church today 
that you should print two such 
divergent views as you did on 
Page 5-A (1-26-72). I refer to 
columns by Father Atwell and 
Father Cuddy. Father Atwell 
cries real tears for the Berri-
gans and criticizes the "liberty 
and justice for all" U.S. govern
ment Two columns away, Fa
ther Cuddy "decries the "reverse 
justice" which makes martyrs 
out of malefactors and crimi
nals out of victims. 

I am not alone in my deep 
concern with clergymen who 
encourage their followers to 
break laws according to the dic
tates of their conscience. How 
can - such priests and nuns call 
themselves followers of Christ? 
When disruption of the Mass 
is called "irritating action"; 
when destruction of government 
(or any other) property is con
doned for any reason whatso
ever, when the FBI is made fun 
of because they pose as bird-
Watchers to eaten a Serffgafi 
(although such action presum
ably would have been condoned 
had the result been the capture 
of "calloused criminals who 
wreck thousands of young 
lives"); when Catholic bishops 
are criticized because they 
aren't upset by "this newest of 
grisly presidential atrocities"— 
all according to Father Atwell, 
then I think it's time to halt 
printing of this kind of drivel. 

We lay persons have been 
told that we must strive for 
unity and brotherhood. In fact, 
brotherhood was Christ's funda
mental message to mankind. 

now then, can rather mwoll for 
get iChristian charity to the ex
tent of extolling the virtues of 
a criminal while berating the 
rest of the world for being out 
of step? 

Whether one supports the 
Vietnam war or not; whether 
one supports the draft or a vol
unteer army; whether one agrees 
with governmental policy at 
home or abroad—is immaterial 
in the feeal quest for brother
hood, for brotherhood cannot 
condone violence in any form. 

I would suggest that Father 
Atwell read the latter part of 
Father Cuddy's last paragraph: 
"America is in danger of losing 
its liberty because people will 
become so discouraged or an
gered or frustrated by constant 
and unrequited agitation" and 
destruction and divisiveness of 
the lawless, that [the law-
respecting citizens will hand a 
hapless government over to a 
strong oligarchy, and with it, 
they will hand over their liber
ties." I 

Mrs. Michael J. Fonte 
Penfield 

MB£ CONTENT WITH SUCH THINGS 
AS YE HAVE'VHEBREW t35) 

EVEN THOUGH THE GUARANTEE 
HAS PUN OUT 

FR. ALBERT SHAMON 

Ward Far 
Sunday 

Other Letters 
On Page 19 

Sunday Readings: Is. 58: 7-
10(R1). 1 Cor. 2: 1-5(R2). Mt. 
5: 13-16(R3). 

Last Sunday the" Beatitudes 
described the heights a man 
could reach. They told what a 
man should be in heart and 
mind and feeling, what would 
fulfill him. 

This Sunday the Liturgy of 
the Word tells us that the vir
tues of the happy man are not 
to be cloistered. "You are the 
light of the world." Your Chris
tianity has got to show. If it does 
not, you haven't got it If you've 
got it, you can't hide i t It will 

*ww w »o rot" w m TO 
somebody who works for you, 
in the way you tallk to a wait
ress in a restaurant, the way 
you play cards or bingo or any 
game, the way you drink or 
park your car, in what you see, 
in how you talk. You might 
just as well try to drop an atom 
bomb in secret as hilde what you 
are. 

St. Paul says this light of ours 
is not knowledge — "Faith 
doesn't rest on the wisdom of 
men"(R2). Our light is our 
good works: taking care of the 
essential needs of others as 
much as we are able — needs 

as DMic as food, dotting and 
shelter(Rl) . The goodness that 
is in a man must break forth 
like an eastern dawn, splitting 
the sky with streaks of light. 
"Your light must shine before 
men so that they may see good
ness in your acts and give 
praise to your heavenly Father" 
(R3). The good lilfe is to be 
lived' for others — to be an ex
ample, a guide, a servant. 

"You are the' salt of the 
earth." You must show others 
that goodness is happiness — 
seasoning, flavoring, spicing 
life. Often religion and virtue 
are viewed as taking the joy 
out of life. In Camelot, Modred 
sings of 'The Seven JJeadly 
Virtues. These," he sings. 
"were made for chaps who love 
a life of failure and ennui." As 
if goodness were that! Every
body loved Maurice Chevalier 
because of his jolts de vlvre. 
"Laugh, and the world laughs 
with you;/Weep, and you weep 
alone;/ For this brave old earth 
must borrow its mirth,/ It has 
troubles enough of its own." 
Some Christians read like the 
morning newspaper — full of 
gloom, doom, disaster and trag
edy. Whoever could tell from 
them that the Gospel is good 
news of great joy? 

One feels that the salt has ^Nj 
gone flat. How does this hap
pen? A l m o s t Imperceptibly. 
Every tune moral standards 
drop a notch, every t ime cor
ners are cut in honestly regard
ing work or words, every t ime 
a principle is compromised, 
every time we give in to what 
people say rather than what 
conscience says, the salt be
comes f lat And flat salt just , 
can't season. 

Christ said we are called to 
be the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world. He Is de
manding that we must unceas
ingly strive to r e a c h TTig 

noigntg. He means* tint 10 cm 
never rest content with Iif e that 
is in any way less than Christ-
like. For He, too, is the Light 
of the World, and the earth's 
salt. 

Christ knew what He was de
manding. He knew that when 
men seek a decency no greater 
than that of the society in 
which they move, then that so
ciety will never be transformed 
and uplifted. A man's morality 
will then depend on his en
vironment and not the other 
way around. Not only will he 
never rise above his surround
ings, but when the average mor-
Slity declines, he will go down 
with it. 

Only men and women with 
standards far above those of 
their surroundings, like Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. Pope Paul, 
Cardinals Mindszenty and Wys-
zynsky, can be as salt to season 
society or a light to guide it 
on the path to salvation. } 
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