Pastoral Perspemvg

" responsibilities in a voca-
- ) tion which is basic to a
- healthy gociety. My own
i personal experience as a
child of parents who made
every sacrifice to bring us
to maturity in an atmos-
phere of mutual love and
respectl confirmed me in
a conviction seldom chal-
lenged — that family life
was the key building block
to human living. ‘Further
experience as a teacher
N and counsellor of youth
= ngthened my belief that the good family

to for a cooperative solutlon
I find 1t shocking %d s1cken1ng to read
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Guest Columnist

- T hose Empty Seats Up Front

I have been told that there is a parish
“up north” (it is in a different diocese and I
am sure it is Roman Catholic) where the
people attending Mass, reg-
ularly occupy the front
pews first, gathering near-
est to the altar, and striv-

ing to effect a closely knit
group of worshipers.

I do not fully believe
this, but I have been re-
peatedly assured by eye-
witnesses that this is true.
I want to make a pilgrim-

age to this place and see
for myself the fulfililment of

an event that I would never

have believed possible. Except for rare occa-

sions and in certain special situations, as with
t

fulfillment of their mutual '
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the abundance of hterature pouring forth

today from the pens of some of our popular

social commerntators who are telling us that
the family is out of fashion. They are saying
that the ‘beliefs, social institutions and
thought patterns traditional in our soclety
for years have run their course and we must
begin to construct a new and better world,
fo;‘ the past is irrevocably dead. I find their
thinking negative and destructive as they

focus attention on a problemless future and
neglect to face the real issues which afflict

family life.

Family life will always be challenging and
demandlng Christianity has aways viewed
marriage as a vocation — a prophetic mission
to which men and women are called to live
a community . of love in the service of life.
The generosity required of parents is now
more pronounced because the rewards of
parenthood are often obscured. There are no
easy answers to the problems that afflict
family life today. I cite as examples, the
drug problem and the generation gap which
is\. born of a philosophy of permissiveness
which has undermined the role of authority.

Thank God, we still have a vast majority

Father Lammers is pastor of Holy Cross,
Ovid, and Sacred Heart, Romulus.

funerals, I have never witnessed the celebra-
tion of a Mass liturgy where the people vis-
ibly sought to be near the altar and notice-
ably tried to place themselves in the eye
range of the celebrant, not even at a clergy
conference!

.I have never been able to come to any
satisfactory explanation for this strange phe-
nomenon. It has been suggested that there
may be a real or fancied streak of humility
and unworthiness being manifested, as in the
case of the publican in the Temple, but I
doubt this. Others have indicated it may be
due to a subconscious fear or phobia that
hinders some people from being in.a crowd,
especially when that massing of humanity re-
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By Bichop Joceph L. Hbgan

: The Famlly Faces. fhe Seventies

Throughout my entire pnesthood I have

grasped at every opportunity to encourage -
families in the
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of our young couples lookmg positl{*e
hopefully toward parenthood — willing to
face an uncertain future because the«y i'egard
a child as an individual person capable of
bringing new hope and happiness to.the en-
tire human family. ?

This is indeed a moment in hlstory when |

society must reaffirm its belief in the worth and
the significance of children. This was this
yea's theme of the official statement of the
-Family Life Directors of the United States. It

was prompted by initial attempts on the part of

some of our law makers on the national level to

withdraw legal protection from the ‘unborn

child before the 20th week of pregnancy (@

sanctioning of abortion on den’iand),‘l and to
establish the two-child family as the Ameri-
can ideal. All of this reflects a growing atti-

tude that the traditional Christian €ommu-
nity and Covenant of Marriage shéuld be
officially declared dead because parents, gen-
erous in their mission, are begetting @hﬂdren
who aggravate -our social problems pf *pov-
erty, pollution and overpopulation. % ndeed
the social prophets of doom seem to [

ing their voices heard.
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moves them from a convenient -exit oﬁ'-’é seems
to stifle their freedom of movement.il have
seldom noticed this latter psychologlca“;l gun'k
at public banquets or other events wh&re the
head table and center of action is &agerly
sought, even if it is furthermost frt‘im the
Tear or nearest.exit. Perhaps it is really noth-
ing other than a basic lack of charify and
true brotherhood. I hate to think that this
could be the case because that would be a
considerable indictment of myself and those

I most cherish. %

Until 1 make that pllgnmage “up orth”
and learn more about the people, and espe-
cially the priest, responsible for this modern
miracle, 1 sha]l continue to pray and ?Jreach
to empty seats “up front,” in the ﬁrm belief
that I, one day, will see them filled, angi then,
I will know I am in heaven!
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The confusing question as to who is
really a liberal and who is really a con-
servative emerged from a recent survey
of United States priests by the periodical
U.S. Catholie.

More than 500 diocesan priests were
asked (and about 87 per cent responded)
what periodicals they read in the religious
and secular press and what they think

press in America.

Some of the results are edifying. For
instance, 94.7 per cent read their own di-
ocesan newspaper, the highest percentage
of any periodical. Also the intensity of
readership of the diocesan newspaper was
‘“very high.”

The next highest was National Catholic
Reporter, 62.8 per cent, followed by Our
Sunday Visitor, 67.2, and Priest, 56.9. NCR
also ranked very high in intensity of read-
ership, OSV low, and Priest medium.

As for secular papers, the survey
showed that only 675 per cent of those

about the overall state of the Catholic ]

responding read any daily newspaper. Time
ranks highest at 71.9, followed by Life,
62.5, Loolg_ 56.2, and Newsweek, 54.7.

There are many interesting findings,
such as that more than half felt the infiu-
ence of laymen in directing the Catholic
press in not great enough and that 88.9
per cent felt that the average Catholic
doesn’t read enough of the Catholic press.

Minor in the survey’s intent but per-
haps piquing the imagination most are
some interesting facts about liberals and
conservatives.

Quoting from U.S. Catholic:

“Liberal respondents seem to expect the
entire Catholic press to become liberal

”

There are other illogical findings, such

as:

“Fifty-nine per cent of Twin Circle \

(conservative) readers read National Cath-
olic Reporter (liberal) but only 25 per cent
of National Catholic Reporter readers aiso
read Twin Circle.”

A Scorecard for L|berals and Conservahves"
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“Forty-six per cent of Triumph (cofi-
servative) readers read Critic (liberal) while .
only 17 per cent of Critic readers read
Triumph. This same type of correlation

held true for other readers of other rep-
resentative liberal and conservative pubh-

Granted that the pnmary meaning of
liberal is one who desires change andia
conservative one who resists same. There
is also a stereotyped idea that a conserva-
tive tends to be narrow-minded and a lib-
eral broad-minded. ¥

Such findings as those igthe U.S. Cath
olic may belie sich definition and thiis
presage hard times for those who believe

that the world comes only in black and
white. -“l
Imagine not being able to tell a right-
ist, reactionary, fascist conservative frop- -
a leftxst radical, pinko liberal! We wouldn't’
even know whom to hate. : : 9

And heaven forbid if we had to begm
concentrating on the issues involved rathet
than, the people who seem to represent
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