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hirst for More’

To Ignatius LLoyola, founder Bill Clifford, one of the sen- Square ar
of the Jesuit order, “magis” iors that manned the Magis students, s:
meant “a thirst for more, the office at McQuaid, noted “the It together
greater good for the most students are reacting very well ling to one
courageous response to the to the freedom afforded them. staying the
challenge of our time.” To the The percentage of attendance originally
seniors at McQuaid Jesuit High has increased daily. We do not 1o go to ar
School, Magis means their most require attendance; since we
*valuable learning experience.” are tellin? the kids to take “Magis is

Magis is a two week, beyond  cuonsiblity for their own  MeQuad s
the walls type of educational dictory to our goals. We do of kids bec
experiment thal grew out of take -head counts, however, be- exposed to
the students thirst for more — cause attendance indicates in- Many kids
for doing more and seeing terest in a particular agency.”™ because the
more of what goes on every day ) else to do:
in parts of the city where they Clifford felt that the program change Lhé
know there are social problems was particularly valid for Mc- ing ag way 1
but see no way these problems Quaid students, -“since the between in
relate to them as students. school is lsolated in Brighton bia. It's a

The purpose of the program with a tuition of $600 a year. Rochester
is to allow students to take the ,“One guy came into the of- or the mor
initiative for their own educa- fice for directions to an agency I
tion; to complement the edu- and said he had never ridden Peter Scl
cation at McQuaid by bringing a bus”, Clifford said. *““That's agency hop.
seniors into comtact with or- an education itself, getting ‘t’é-‘WEDGI
ganizations that deal with key about by yourself in parts of ere a da
social problems, and to provide the city you are not familiar that MCQEE
a variety of experience within with.” :;Slsto.;eethe
ggefggl,c area or within an Paul Swift, who is president of WEDGE

of Teen League, besides being continue hi

Thomas Dorney, a history one of the organizers of Magis, classes beg
teacher new to Rochester and was “irked at first Dy the Kkids
McQuaid this year, and 12 stu- who didn’t show up where they Five stud
dents worked for six months to were scheduled to be, but they the Arts C

organize and establish the pro-
gram enabling 164 seniors to

are not a majority.” Dorney
and the students agreed that

are so 1nve
zation that

take their education into thelr this year has been an experi- not end w
cwn hands for two weeks. Most ment with new concept for high gram eithe
went out to social agencies school students and aftey the two weeks
chosen from 68 that partici- students’ evaluations a in tion of Y«
pated, b.ul some set up their they’ll know what alterations will benefit
own activities. Nine opted 1o should be made for the future.

produce and stage *“The Odd students.
Couple™ for old people’s homes Mrs. Jenette Valdez Major, Tery B
and four others worked with director of WEDGE Inc, a erry Bl
Monroce County's Alcoholism unique grass roots community Organizers
Continued Care Unit. organization in the Brown feels “the

Back at the Magis command post consulting schedule and map, to make
sure all is running smoothly in the field are Tom Dorney, John Hurley
and Bill Clifferd.

Text by Barbara Moynehan
Photos by Laurence E. Keefe

MM e cwetemes s e

LA

P s T TR PR,

!

P ul Swift, at Middla’ﬁaﬂh, a Southeast Area Coalition Youth projct, is
¢ an instruetional film to beﬁused by future classes on Magis.
action.

Repairing steps in a low-income home, Greg Smith ’
i puts on the tread covers while Michael Jones helps.
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