‘Wprofess the truth
in love and™ CRUCRTIL
maturity of Christ the héad.

Erphesias IV,l 5.

Gl IDELINES FOR PARISH COUNCILS;_

mmo}nucnon

The Second Vatican Council speaks to the
world in pastoral accents, It addresses itself
amicably and with yemarkable clarity- to the
anguishing burden of modern man, — his
loneliness. In emphasizing the inherent dig-
nity of the human person and the unique role
each individual plays in the .world commu-
nity, — indeed his indispensable and expect-
antly awaited. contribution to the Church in
the late Twentieth Century, the Council Fa-
thers have given an effective sign that God
is alive and at work, calling after His prodigal
sons, binding the wo{mds of His fallen friends,
and gathermg what has been scattered

The Church thep ever falthfully mmdful
of the Saviour’s charge to “make disciples
of all nations” (Matt. XXVII, 19), ardently

reemphasizes the desire to employ proper
means to fulfill her mission. The Second Vati-

rcan Council calls upon all the people of God
to take part fully -— each according to his
vocation — in the life and work of the

Church. ;

Thus the laity equally with the clergy
and religious are Tj:n as* fully recognized

partners for the realization of Christ’s stated

goal that all may be rme as He and the Father

are One (John XVI,
sponsibility in makmg this ideal a reality.

Nor is the coopqratlon of the laity to be
limited to providing counsel and advice in
one’s field of specla} competence alone. The
Catholic, raxsed up, to God in the status

of adopted sonship jat his Baptism, publicly -

and personally sealed in commitment to
Christ at his C tion,: nourished and

sustained throughout his earthly pilgrimage

by the “bread of life” and “spiritual drink”
ed upon to live today

at the Eucharist, is . ) “
as Paul of Tarsus saw himself after awaken-
ing to the reality of [Chﬁststill-at-work-in-the
world: “The life I live now is not my own;
Chnst is living in m . (Gal II, 20) '

It is in keen awareness of this contmumg g

reality that the Church is calling atthis very
time for the formation of Diocesan Pastoral

Councils wherem all who are umted m the
COurier-JournaI .
. 2 .

21) They truly share re-

household oi,;,falth work together to study
the needs of:mankind, to seek and to find
the best pracﬁcal means to fulfill most effec-
tively the tea
Church on edrth. These Councils are urged
as stlmulators for responsible consultation
and cooperatwe action_on the parochial, re-
gxonal and even international levels so that
in the Church) diversity of service and unity
of purpose m.ay be madé clearly v151b1e

The reasogn the Church stnves to draw .

all the la1ty and clergy together to collaborate
closely in theli‘ Father’s business is not ex-
clusively or even primarily a materlal or
practical one. It is, rather, deeply rooted in
the spiritual mission of the Church which,
called to manifest its holiness by. obedience
to the Eternal Father, responds in faith first
of all through authentxc public worship and
concomltantly through unhesitating witness
in word and work. In this entire response
the members, v{xavmg fostered among them-
selves’a mutual esteem-in fraternal dlalegue

reveal that the bonds which unite them in

Christ are mightier than anything Whlch di-
vides or can d1v1de them. -

The clear, pnonty of function for the
Parish Council must be service. It is proposed
as a forum forthe expression of needs, the
exploration of ? ‘possible means to address
these needs, and the implementation of the
means chosen most appropnate ‘in the
given circumstances. It is understood that
the parish as }he basic cell of the Church
which is Christ's s Mystical Body “exists solely
for the good of souls” (Decree on _the Bishops’
Pastoral Office jin the Church, n-31) Where-
fore, in view ¢ the all too obv1ous spiritual
agitation of thi hmes, it is partlcularly im-
perative that: the ‘Catholic layman, living un-
avoidably in the§ midst of this agitation and

the causes which fomeht it, be called to a

conspicuously active role in proclaiming the
peace of Chnst

The laity. are acknowledged to have in
different ways and in different degrees in-
volvement in world activities as well as rec-

ognized “expertise in various fields of en-

deavor. Laymen have insights and talents,
both native and, acquired, which the Church
cannot and dare npt disregard. Every Chns-
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g-saving mission of Christ’s

tian fully alive m Clirist professes uncom-

promlsmgly “one Lord, one Faith, one Bap-
tism, one God and Father of all . . . ” (Eph.

IV, 5). This unity does not at all mh1b1t the ~

legitimate expression of variou$ opinions and
the proposals of diverse techniques for meet-
ing the perplexing demands of our day. In
the expression of opinion and the proposal
of technique, the primacy of charity must be
recognized. This point is clearly indicated by
the words of the Vatican Council: £
) “Often, enough the _Christian view of
things will itself suggest some specific so-
lution in certain circumstances. Yet it hap-
pens rather frequently, and legitimately'

so, that with equal sincerity some of the-

faithful will disagree with others on a given
" matter. Even against the intentions of their
proponents, however, solutions proposed
on one side or another’ may be easily con-
fused by many people with the gospel mes-.
sage. Hence, it is necessary for people to
remember that no one ﬁs allowed in the
aforementioned situations to appropriate
the Church’s authority to his opinion. They

should always try to enlighten one another

through honest discussion, preserving mu-
tual charity and caring above all for the
common good.”

(Chureh in The Modern World—n. 43)

It is to be expected that, fully exeinplif X
ing the unity which is a mark of Christs

Church, the distinctive character of partiql

lar parishes will face problems toward the
resolution of which its own people will be

particularly well qualified to respond. Hence,

Parish Councils are envisioned both as for-
ums for- local declswn-shanng and the foun-

dation for the vertical structure from which
foresight and insight at the “grass roots’” can
readily be conveyed to the Diocesan Pastoral
Council under the presidency of the Bishop.
(Decrée on the Bishops’ Pastoral Ofﬁce in the
Church, n-27) ‘

1
1 —




