he wrote:

*EVERYONE HAS DIFFICULTlES WITH FAITH NOVV
AND THEN. YOU'VE GOT TO LEARN TO

GROW UP/"

* LETTERS

Letters to the editor should be addressed to the editor, Courier-
Journal, Richford Building, 67 Chestnut St., Rochester, N.Y. 14604.
They should bé no longer than 114 pages, typed double-spaced.
Names and addresses should be includgd. The paper reserves the-

right to edit all letters,

Many Helped
Hospital Show

Editor:

I am using this to express my

heartfelt thanks to- all, both in-

side and wutside of the Monroe
Community Hospital, in offer-
ing their time to bring patients
down and back to the hospital
auditorium where - the Third
Order Franciscans held a vari-
ety show Dec. 6. Without their
help our talent offering would
have been limited to walking

. residents or patients.

Because of this aid, we had
practically a full house. Every-

thing was well planned under
the direction of Robert Jesmer,

a Third Order member from St.
Theresa’s.

Space will ‘not permit to

‘name the performers but they

gave far more than ekpected
of them and pleased the audi-

ence in a manner that will re-
. verberate as days go by. :

John G. Bott Jr.

East Henrietta Road -

P ‘Rochester

Children Seen
(7Lvnz13n11ty

Editor:

In -regard to your edltorlal
“Anti-Abortion a Most Modern
Viewpoint,” I believe it is in-
teresting ‘to note that children
were viewed as an entity onto
themselves many years ago by

the guthor Hahill Gibran when

Your children are not your
children.

_them, but seek not to make
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' They are the sons and daugh-
ters of life longing for itself.

They, come through -you but
not from you,

And though they are with
you, yet they belong not to you.

You may give them your love

but not your thoughts.

For they have their own
thoughts. You may house their
bodies but not their souls.

For their souls dwell in the

- house of tomorrow, Wh@ch youw
- cannot visit, not- even in your
- dreams.

You may strive to be like

them like you.

For life goes not backward
nor tarries with yesterday.

You are the bows from which
your children as living arrows

are sent forth.

" The archer sees the -mark
upon the path of the infinite,
and He bends you with His
might that His arrows may go-
swift and far

. Let your bending in the arch.
er’s hand be for gladness,

For even as-he loves the
arrow that flies, so He loves
also the bow that is stable.

Mrs. Madeline Teremy
2393 Ridge Road
" Rochseter

Sunday’s Readings: (R1) Is,
7: 10-14. (R2) Rom. 1 1-7. (R3)
Mt. 1: 18-24.

The liturgy of the last Sun-
day of Advent, preparing us for
Christmas, dwells on the birth
of Christ and its impact upon
the world. Tsaiah has often been
called the evangelist of the Old
Testament, because he proclaim-
ed the good news of salvation
By prophesying‘the birth of the
Messiah (R1).

When Judah was threatened
with invasion from Syria and
Israel (735 B.C.), Isaiah.in the
name of  God bade Ahaz, King
of Jerusalem, keep calm. As
proof that the threat would van-
ish, he invited Ahaz fo ask for
a sign. Ahaz, instead of relying
on God, had already sought the
help of Assyria. So Ahaz re-
fused to ask for a sign, pre-
tending he would not tempt the
Lord.

Isaiah surmised the truth be-
hind the king’s affected piety;
he discerned that the king was
placing his trust in a political
alliance instead of rely_ing on
God's covenant with His peo-
ple, In anger, Isaiah gave a sign
of his own to Ahaz. It was a
sign- Ahaz would not at all like.
Isaiah foretold that God’s plan
to have the Messiah spring from

. the line of David (2 Sam. 7: 12-
*16) would not be hindered de-

spite Ahaz’s infidelity: “The
virgin shall be with child
and bear a son, and shall name
him Emmanuel.” But Isaiah
went -on to say that this ful-
ment would come only after the
Davidic line of kings had suf-
fered devastation and God’s
people were reduced to a mere
stump

“For. before this child reaches
the age of reason,” Isaiah said,
“the invaders would be crushed
and the people would be living
on curds and honey” — the re-
stricted diet of all. people who
remain ‘after devastation has

..» },‘ e

FR ALBERT SHAMON

Word For
Sunday N

turned once fertile -lands into

gra'zing fields. Matthew saw
Isaiah’s sign fulfilled in Mary,
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“the virgin,” and in Jesus,
“Emmadnuel” (R3).

Aeons ago, the poles of the
world shifted: what was a fro-
zen wasteland became an Afri-
can desert, and whaj was a
tropical garden.became the ice-
bound contiient of Antarclica.
But an even more profound
shift in the history of the world
occurred at the time of the In-
carnation. BeforeA Chrjst the
world was in dialogue with God,
It lcoked up to find Him—out
heyond itself. Bul after Christ
hecame flesh in the world, God
is now found among us — in
the Christian and secular com-
munity. Thus in a profound
statement in Ecclesiam Suam,
Pope Paul VI wrote: “The world
cannot he saved from the out-

" fered Ahaz -a ‘sign

side.” SaIvat{on from t'h_e~ 6ut'-
side was the Old Testament ap-

- proach — man and God in

dialogue. Thus when Tsaiah of-
that God

would save his people and Ahaz

" refused to- ask for omne, the

angered Isaiah revealed to him
that God's plan for the salva-
tion of his people would no
longer be from the outside but
from the inside. “The virgin
shall be with child, and bear a
son, and s name hlm .Em-
manuel” — God with us. Such
then has become the New Testa-
ment approach - saving the
world from -the inside by an
Emmanuel, a God with us —
man and God no longer only
in dialogue, but now in com-
munity,

Mldtownl.

Fashion Mirage
on the South Scene

Fashion's new one - dress - deal that
fools the eye for layers of sportswear.
Red ribbed top, navy buttoned skirt,
shirt collared and cuffed in a white
sailbgat’print. The nicest, young nauti-
cal for sailing South (sfaymg North),in -
da pure polyester knit. Misses"sizes $70.,
From McCurdy's new resort collections ‘
in the Fashion Gallery, Second Floor,




