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I. China watchers here- &ueve 
there may be some connection 

.between this religious manjfes-/ 
tation and current reports front . . 
Rome that Pope,-Paul >hopesto'. 
renew links with Peking, ' 

Reports here claim that ao•.'. 
cording to an unidentified wom­
an who had an- audience with"-, 
the pontiff, the Pope has made 
known to Chinese leaders that 
he would welcome to . the 
Church bishops elected' by Chi­
nese peoples after the Commu­
nist government's break with 
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Washington, D . C. — (RNS) 
— The] "Resolution on South­
east Asia," passed by a voice 
vote by U.S. Catholic bishops 
here, brought a' mixed reaction 
from conservative and liberal 
Catholic observers attending 
the final press briefing at the 
semiannual meeting, 

"I think! i t s a step forward 
at a gaciH pace," said John 
Murdoci, president of the Pitts­
burgh Conference of Laity, who 
said he also spoke for t h e Na­
tional Association of Laity. 
Both aije independent agencies, 
not to pe cpnfused. with the of-
ficial lyational Conference of 
the Catholic Laity. 

"At the rate they (the bish­
ops) arle going," he added, 'fit 
would be reasonable to expect 
that the war could end and im­
mediately the bishops could de-
Clare that it is immoral and we 
have declared it so a}l a l o n g . , . . 

"A less ambiguous statement-
should have been issued at this 
time by men whom millions of 
people in the United States look 
to for'moral leadership on what 
has been the main moral prob­
lem of t h i s country in t h e past 
decade. I think i f s too little 
too lateL" 

Expressing a quite different 
view was the Rev. Kenneth 
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The Williams committee is 
now stu lying Senate bill S1163 
which provides for federal 
grants to states for the estab­
lishment and maintenance, of 
low-icost meals program for the 
aging. ! 
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1 Responding- to this situation, 
Msgr. Corcoran said that the 
administlratlon's broad program 
is not •incompatible" with the 
Senate ifflj "We all favor a 
broad a i d many-pronged attack 
on many problems of the aged," 
he said, but he stressed that 
the nutritiotoL,program has a , 
special irgehcy. 
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Baker, SJ, editor of the Homi-
lectical and Pastoral Review. 

"I am disiurlied," he said, 
"that American bishops have 
apparently not consulted the 
Episcopal Coifeience in South 
Vietnam on what they think 
about the •proportional good' 
theory," on w h i m the resolu­
tion is based (Simply stated, 
under this omcept, the hope 
for a good result must be 
greater than the evil to be 
caused by atf- action.) 

Father Baiter noted that 
South Vietna nese bishops, as 
far as he knows, are "very cau­
tious" about expressing an 
opinion on .American military 
presence in t i e i r country, but 
"it's my imp'essionvthat they 
do not agree with the propor­
tional good tteory." 

The Amer can bishops in 
their resolution, he said, have 
not "adequately answered the 
question that the good which 
would result frwn our with­
drawing from the war exceeds 

plished by stayiig there—that 

Robert Morris, editor and 
publisher of Twin Circle, the 
national Catholic weekly, said 
he was "appalled that the 

being accom-

and future of 
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American bishops have issued 
a statement with an underlying 
military conclusion without 
even consulting military author-' 
ities." 

"The bishops conceded," he 
said, "that if ending the war 
without further delay would 
bring mass executions all over 
Southeast Asia, such as the 
Communists wrought at Hue, 
they would' reconsider their 
conclusions. And yet, they ad­
mitted that they had not looked 
into the military situation." 

A. J. Matt Jr., associate edi­
tor of The Wanderer, a conserv­
ative Catholic journal, said: 

"It seems to me most bishops 
feel they have acquitted them­
selves of their responsibility to 
make a statement of moral con­
cern on an issue which has di­
vided the country. 

"However," he. added, "it's 
my feeling those bishops who 
are, identified with the peace. 
movement will .use this state­
ment to assert that the bishops 
have indeed called for a uni­
lateral quitting of the war on 
the part of the U.S. 

"Instead of viewing* it as a 
moral document, it will be in-, 
terpreted by the forces on the 
left as a political statement," 
Matt said. 

.Rome, and that he is now wait­
ing for Peking to declare its 
intentions with regard-to a re­
newed relationship. 

The vicar general, wearing a 
Mao suit with- a clerical collar, 
said that the church was open 
every day and that there were 
2 million Catholics in China 
belonging to the "Association 
of Patriotic Catholics" which 
has no relations with, the Vati­
can and does not recognize the 
authority of the, Pope over the 
world's bishops. Father Wang 
deplored the fact that the Vati* 
can maintained relations with 
Chiang Kai-shek and praised 
the "great leader," Chairman 
Mao f se-Tung. 

He omitted, however, any 
specific information on the ex­
tent of religious p r a c t i c e 
throughout China, on the rela­
tionship between church and 
state, and on, whether regular 
attendance at services in China 
was possible. 

According to Father Wang 
.there is one bishop for each re­
gion and s e v e r a l thousand-
priests in China. Bishops, Fa­
ther Wang said, were elected 
democratically by Church mem­
bers. 

No priest has been ordained 
since 1963.. "As for the1 mo­
ment," she said, "no need is felt 
for i t " 

Since the start of the "cul-: 
tural revolution" there . have 
been no reports of any Chris­
tian religion except for the 
closing or sacking of church 
buildings even though visitors 

to China have regularly been 
questioned here >on this sub­
ject. 

The Rev. Raymond White­
head, consultant to the Hong 
Kong based East .Asia Depart-. 
ment of the U.S. National Coun­

cil of Churches, who- spent a 
month in China last July with 
a group of 13 American stu­
dents and graduates belonging 
to the Committee of Concerned 
Asian Scholars, said on his re­
turn that h e . w a s able to talk 
a bit With guides and interpre­
ters about Christianity. He ; 
found that they and others had 
"some knowledge of Christian-^ 
ity but were puzzled b y differ­
ences between Protestantism 
and Roman Catholicism" 

The NCC aide said then that 
he had had n o opportunity to 
discover whether an "under- ' 
ground" church really existed 
as some missionaries in Hong 
Kong maintain. His group was 
shown a Moslem mosque in 
Peking and was told that this 
was the only religious institu­
tion still open in China. 

As late a s Oct 21, the Rev.' : 
Hosea Williams, a Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer­
ence official i n . the "U.S;, re- -
turned to Hong Kong after v i s - . 
iting nine phineie cities as' a ^ 
declared clergyman. He said he 
had been told tha,t 3 per cent 
of 'Chinese still maintain some^ 
religious belief — which seems 
to match Father Wang's figure 
for "Patriotic Catholics"—"but . 
that "the real religion of China 
is Mao Tse-tung's thought" 

Therefore, say the China 
watchers here, it is curious that 
it should now be revealed that 
a Catholic Church is in regular 
use in Peking, and it is diffi- i 
cult not to ask why recent visi­
tors who profess religion were 
not.taken to see it. 

It is also reported that the 
cross on the Church of the Vir­
gin Mary where the Italians at­
tended Mass is obviously a new 
addition. It also seems apparent 
that the Chinese are not deaf 
to any Vatican approach for re-
newing links with the Church. 
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