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Pastoral Perspective

RO The Prles‘-i{f’

: a’nybhing to do wlth his commitmen

Guest Colunihlsf }

mternshlp BlshOp Hogan has assi

Part V; Last of & Serles

- The question: should there be |married

priests? should not in any sense prej

the question:-is celibacy. an unportanL itness’ .

to the Gospel in the|li
the Church?. . -

to dlscuss the issu enly)
have tended to reduce the
question to the :
'Shall- we have
priests or married
ITTntll we see the dlﬂ’erence between

remain’ blurred.
A man. may choose bachelorh

" We are one of eight parishes in| the dio-
cese taking part in a new program

d Fa-
ther Vasile to us for 4 year.

’ops“ﬁhatinthe lo' run it

decisions being -
men so quickly
enter thepriesth

ness it brmgs. Iti
all the tlme that however enlighte

A year of mtemshlp then, as in
fesSional fields, can be an invaluable|ti
provides a clear separation from the

protectiveness, and the sheltering a

deacon
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Celxba,cy, on-thie’ other hand, is a ra 1cal de-

- cision: for the kmgdom of God. It is a radical

" decision to be “God’s man” for the spread of

the kmgdom of God. . : ,

Cehbacy is not a negatlon of flove it
the choice.of a freedom to love in-a unique".

way In the decree on “The Renewal of Re-
ligious L1fe?’ Vatican II has this description

. of cehbacy (chastlty) “It liberates the human

‘heart in a unique way and causes it to burn

~With greater love of God and for all man-;

kmd ? (Art 12)

N {5 is good to be told that celibacy has
somethmg to do with the human heart: that

Hi liberates it and causes$ it-to burn. Experi-
nce shows us the tremendous capacity of the .

human heart; yet this capac1ty can only be
realized when the heart is free (liberated) to
“‘do its thing;” and “its thing,” men of all

ages have testified, is “love.” The unique wit-

ness of celibacy in the Church makes sense
_only when it is understood as this unique

liberation of the human heart which causes
i? to burn with greater l6ve for God and men.

W1 In liberating the human heart celibacy
also liberates the human person. In a culture
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A Program for Deacons

Fathera Robert MacNamara is pastor of

.'Sl: Ann’s Church in Hornell.

atmosphere without the full, responsibility

of the-cultic priest. There is no question of
the willingness of these men to be “all things

to all- men”. .This is rather, a chance to know
in a different dimension the commitment-they
make to the people as the Church under-
stands it.

¢ ; P This program has been the prayerful de-
cision of our diocesan bishops, and has been

authored in part by Father Joseph Brennan,

rector of St. Bernard’s Seminary, who has a

re_sponsibility for the spiritual maturity of

-these men that few others want to share.
The bishop has consistently referred to

“the good people of Hornell” as a matural
home to bring out the best in a candidate for

. -the priesthood. We, on the other hand, are

“blessed for a year. Our people see already a
“man of God” who cares for them esp %
in our hospitals, and for thelr children i

our schools of religion,
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. By Bishop Joseph l.. Hogcn.
,;hood in Crms

that has become 50 very self-conscmus of
. sexuality, cehbacy may be seen as a witness

" to' the primacy .of person as person rather

than person as either male or female. It
points t¢ a unique liberation of the heart, to

. a form of love that finds fulfilment and ex-

presswn, not in sexual mvolvement but in
the servxce of persons

Studlés and surveys have amassed a great

. deal of data on the question. of celibacy. and

on attitudes toward celibacy. These studies
“have ‘their value; and what they have to say

K to us must be listened to. Reflection on them

and on the present needs of the Church may

well point-to:future changes in-the Church’s.
choice of those who will carry on the priestly

ministry on behalf of the people of God.*

At the same time it must be pointed out
that celibacy for the kingdom of God cannot

..be reduced to sociological or psychological

categories. It is a gift of the Spirit.to the

Church. Whatever d1sc1phnary changes the

Church may see fit to make in accepting can-
didates for priestly ministry must not preju-

dice the importance of this gift of the Spirit. .

given for the sake of the Kingdom of God.

By I'-'uther Robert Muchmaro

<%

The program seems to have come from
.the same wisdom as that great Christian ex-
istential Pope Pope John XXIII who saw the

" situation in the Church as it really was —
heading for a cold winter, and called Vatican
-II to sow the seeds for a new spring. Ip the

:meantime, it may not seem the most useful

step for crisis living.
Father Vasile could be more “usefu 7 if

. he could preside at Mass or administer the'

Sacrament -of the Sick. The one reservation
I had about the'diaconate program was while
tip-toeing past his ro¢m recently at 3 a.m. on

" the way to St. James Mercy Hospital to care

for.a dying man. Oh, for a dray horse then

~ to share “full” load. A dray horsé, however,
. can only help pull what is-already in the

dray. A shepherd, if a rompantic figure, is the
one Christ chose, and he does go after the

- ‘lost sheep. A bright young shepherd appren-

tice ‘can indeed bring back many a sheep to
.Withih"ra-nge of the shepherd’s staff. Thank
God our chief shepherd has taken the lead

and that we have benefited as a parish.’

Edllorial

as: “conservat;ves” or as “rehgl, ‘

will be gratified to hear of a new

ment 1 in the issue.

Many pro-lifers have been tryi
get the message across that theirs i
1 a religious viewpoint butlg
ga.l and medical as well

ove nes,

Now the United States Suprem
is considering the legality of abort}o and
has received an “amicus ‘curiae” buief| sup-
porting the contention that an
‘fetus is an autonomous human . bein ‘en-
titled to full protection of law.

And it did not come from any religi
organization but was signed by 22 physi-

American College of Obstetrics a

sttlme

"'What are thelr arguments bas
Ope of the modern' medical spec
fetology — has provided numerous ts
ques for the exammatlon and treatm

\ .

cians, including ‘' many fellows" of | the

cology Many s1ghator1es took the pro-life
stfmd against abortion on demand for the -

ocf the fetus, mcludmg x-ray ﬂuoroscopv

ultrasound, miniature fiberoptic cameras
and endoscopes that are inserted through

the cetvix. A technique known as annio- -

centesis taps the fluid environment of the

fetus to make cell studies to determine
fetal health or genetic damage.

The physicians’ brief states:

‘“Modern obstetrics has discarded as un-

scientific the concept that the child in the
womb is but tissue of the mother.”

The brief says that “review of the cur-’
rent medical status of the unborn shows
conclusively the humanity of the fetus by
showing that human life is a continuum
which commences in the womb.”

As for the premise that a woman can °

do whatever she wishes with her own body,
the brief declares that the child is as much
2 patient as the mother and that “in all
‘the literature opting. for permissive abor-
tion, this simple- trutgpls ignored.”

* " “Another medical fallacy that modern
obstetries diseards is the idea- that the
pregnant woman can bé treated as a patient

_ alone. Noproblem in fetal health or disease.

" cari:any longer be considered in isolation.
At the very least, two- people are mvolved

1

the mother and the child.” - -~ .,

..conception through six months to demon-
. strate why the doctors believermodern sci-

‘Woodward Beacham, Tulane ‘University,

pro-h.fe people who have believed in their ,

. closer wecometomﬁmte truths R

* rolled: along with a faddish' tide to approve

The brief provxded detailed medlcal a.c- ‘
‘count of ;he development of the fetus from

ence has| established the humamty of- the ,
unborn. :

Amomg the s1gnator1es was Dr. A W.
Wiley of New Zealand, the first doctor to
transfuse| a child within the ‘womb; Dr. -

co-founder and first president of the Amer-.

ican College of Obstetricians; and. 30 phy-
sicians associated with the Umverslty -of

Minnesota including Dr, Fred Mecklenburg,
clinical instructor-of obstetrics and gyne-
cology and director of a famlly planmng
program. - ‘ " ~‘

Such developments are heartemng for' :
cause.as one which can stand the scrutiny
of modern techmques

They also point out the worth and neces-
s1ty of sclence — the more we learn the

They also. should glve second thought
to otherwise respectable legislators ‘who

lrberahzed aborhon in New Yorl%State :J

Oourh?«loumal
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