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I am writing in regard to
Mrs. N. Hober's letter. She
wrote against| Jesus Christ Su-
perstar and even went so far
as to say that it was going to
lead to the destriction of our
generation. |

I am a. college student who
believes that Mrs. - Hober

couldn’t be more wrong.

- Superstar is the most worth-

while thing pertaining to our
religion that |we, the “younger

generation” have received in
quite some time, With so many
important issues facing us, we
are constantly - being told to
“have faith in this or to “be-
lieve” in that. Superstar is
something tangible that tells us.
clearly who and what we are
having faith and believing in.

" Superstar is speeifiéally for
youth or those who can .put
aside their closemindedness.
Jesus was truly God and Man,

then He must have had the
same doubts that all of us face

“at some time because we are

men. If Christ was human, who
is to say that He didn’t h
some emotional feelings {for

Mary Magdalen — and if he,

r
.
FR. ALBERT SHAMON

‘Word -For
Sunday .

Sundays lieadings' (R1) 2
Mc 7:1-2, 9-14 (R2) 2Thes 2:
16-3:15. (R‘3) Lk 20:27-38.

In the days of windjammers,
a tyro on a sailing boat was
ordered to climb the main mast

to help unfurl the sails. As he

neared the top, he started {o

look down. An old timer watch-
ing saw the lad becoming dxzzy
and swaying. Quickly the old
salt shouted, “For God'’s sake,
Lad, look up, look up!”

The message of Sundays lit- -

urgy is to look up to:the life
beyond — to the resurrection
of the dead. The thouglt of
the resurrection seems to af-
fect our lives but little today.
We tend to take this truth for

granted. ' So, periodically the-

Church must dust it off, that it
may shine forth in all its' un-
dl_immed splendor and touch our
ives,

The First Reading is from
the Book of Maccabees. This
book, written as late as 150°
"B.C., has some of the clearest
Old  Testament  statements
about a bodily resurrection.
Seven brothers die horrible
deaths rather than break the
Law of Moses. What sustains

them in their frightful agony

_ lS the thought that “the King

the world will raise us

forever” (R1).

Iin the Gospel Christ teaches

that thie regurroction from the

dead is to a new, and far su-

perior, Kind of life. The Phar-

~ isees tended to identify the fu-

ture life as a crude continua-
tion. of the present, a glorified

_~carnal life, The Sadducees, who
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.accepted only the flve books of
Moses, did not believe in an
afterlife. Moses, they claimed,
never spoke of such a life. For
the same reason' they - repudxat-
ed the popular belief in angels
and demons, which grew up
late in -Judaism — after the
Babylonian Captivity and under
Persian influence. In baiting
the Pharisees about. the resur-
rection, the Sadducées tried to
show the ridiculousness of such
a belief by posing the case of
the woman who had been wid-
owed seven times. Her seven
husbands had been brothers. At
the resurrection,. the Sadducees
ia)sked whose wxfe would she
e

This case always drew ‘a
laugh. But Christ took it very
seriously. He told. the Saddu-
cees they were wrongz about the

resurreetion. T@e woman would -
be nobody’s wife. For .in .the

resurrection there- would be no
need for marriage, since no

man will die in the afterlife.

Therefore, no need to propa-

gate the species or provxde a
legal heir.

Our- Lord then pursued the

‘issue further. Adapting Himself
.to the fact the Sadducees ac-

cepted only the books of Moses,

He proved from Moses that

there is a resurrection, Our
ILord based His proof on the

most -sacred moment of their

higtory, the time God revealed

Himself to Moses in the burn-
ing bush. At that time. God tokd
Moses, “I am the God of . Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the
Gad of Jacob.” Jesus K pointed
out that God did not say, “I
was,” but “I am the. God of
Abraham, Isaac, and JFacob” —
Amplying thereby that they
were still living. The _Scribes
were impressed with Jesus’ ar-

© gument, “Well spoken, Teach-

er,” they commented.
St. Paul in the Second Read-

.ing simply presumes the reser-

rection. He wrote that Jesus
Christ . is very much alive; in

fact, He is our strength and
hope Therefore look heyond to
-Him, He is risen to help us
nse .

Ummmbered SOITOWS, woes be-
"yond belief,

A world aflame with hate and
gl'i&i—
“I,aok Béyond!”

This little life so short—a span
at best, .

And that shqrt span a torinent
of unrest,—
“Look Beyond!”
Before Life’s crosses Hope and
_Love are dumb.
s ,
“Hold to your Faith! God’s best
is still 'to come,—
Look Beyond!”

-:"dld what is wrong with that?

Emotmns are important to hu-
mans. -

Superstar descnbes Christ as
he really is — a superstar.
Sometimes we get so. bogged
down with the God image that
we forget that he was also a
man. For youth to believe in
someone who was not. too far
removed from us is more mean-
ingful than to believé .dn a
“force” up beyond the sky and

stars.

We can respect and feel the
presence of someone who had
to face indecision, who pould
humanly love, had ‘“noimal”
friends who could have a good
time and enjoy thémselves, and
who found His purpose for
coming into this world, -

Along with this respect
comes our acceptance of Jesus
as we - know Him. Mayi)e it
isn't the way adults know:Him,
but we believe and have faith
in Jesus as a superstar’ who
can (and will) back us up in
times of doubt and trouble and
help us build, not destroy.

Kathi Smith
. Solmar Drive
Rochester

Superstar
A ‘Degradation’

Editor:
When . one considers the .ar-

ticle in the Courler-d’ourna.l
(10-671) “What Makes Catho-
lic Schools Different?” — and
the aftermath dealing with
“Jesus Christ Superstar” show-
ing at St. John Fisher College,
one wonders about: “formation
of conscience”, “bad or good
education”, “Christian and Gos-
pel interpretation”.

An invitation is generally re-
garded as: friendliness, accept-
ance, agreement. To have such
a well-known" Catholic college
invite the showing of “Super-
star” is a degradation to all
Catholic and Christian prinei-

ples!

Any wonder that many ques-
tion, “What’s with Catholics,

anyhow?” Romans Chapter 2,

Vs.20-24:

“An instructor of the foolish, a
teacher of babes, which hast

the form of knowledge and .

of the truth in the law:

Thou therefore which teaches

another, teaches thou not
thyself?”

Mrs. J. A, Robinson

Lapham Street

Rochester

Editor’s Note: The show
question originally was booked
into the Auditorium Theater
but because of a confliet had
to find another stage.

Student Lauds

‘Superstar’
Editor:

I had the opportunity to see’

the .controversial rock oipera
“Jesus Christ Superstar” last
July and found it to be most

extraordinary

Superstar proclmms the nes-
sage of Christ in a way that
kids can understand. If isn't
only the music that “turns
them .on" but the idea :brought
through by music. . Christ is

portrayed in a human, personal -
way, not-by denying “his divin--

ity but rather em;

1

Certamly everyone is av{mre' !

of the teenagers’ loss of| in-
terest in the Church. Turning
on drugs is not the answer fo
war, crime; and poverty. I kids

can leam ‘to. hope in Christ”’;

through Superstar, then cer-

tainly lt should not be con
demned, but -encouraged mfthe
Church ..

Sue Shellenbergér
Geneva mslt School

Wednesday. November 3, 1971
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Beyond the Stained Glass C ‘ . !

'YA DONE REAL GOOD, PREACHER.”

TRY OUR DELICIOUS -

FISH FRY

Every Friday 5 P.M. to 8 P.M.
INCLUDES:
® 2 Pieces Fried Fish 99C
® Cole Slaw ® French Fries
*® Buitered Roll

- ?ﬁ'a Piece of Fish ....__............ 25¢
" Coffee, Tea or Milk ................ 25¢
" 12 oz. Glass of Beer .............. 50¢
F:| Treadway Inn
" ICOFFEE HOUSE .

384 EAST AVEMNUE CALL 325-5010
Robert 1. Kohler, Innkeeper

Henry Says:

GET READY
FOR WINTER

with an.

INTERNATIONAL
EAS UNIT

AS LOW AS

INSTALLED

CALL TODAY
FOR FREE
ESTIMATE

24 HOUR
SERVICE]

'WORK .
GUAnANqu

: CAI.L ANYTM 458-2.46
-ROCHESTER AUTOMATIC
* HEATING' CORPORATION

1459 LAKE AVE., neor Kodok

. COMFORT FOR SAI.!

' (couuzé‘;’ran "i'{iuius
_ DUCT WORK.) T




