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By BARBARA MOYNEHAN =

A recent publication a:lut ot
for and by the Sisters | lof St.

Josepi. reforted fhat e ele

fy oxpress hope for
Wmmum exXp

the future of Cathohc educa-
tion. . . . ey are good

schools.” :

The - definition glven of a
good school is one that pro-
vides the atmosphere in which
“each child can develop . 'to the
fullest his individual potential
as a human person, through
creative  teachers,  effective
methodology and adequate
working materials, '

Sister Rosemary St Peter,
SSJ, who has been principal of
St. Ambrose School for six
years, spoke of ‘her school:

“Our big endeavor here is each -

child; to find the child and not
frustrate him.”

She pointed out that «Cath-
olic schools must have a diy
tinctive mark, however. ' You
can’t say we are just like pub-
lic schools; we aren't and that's
not what we are here for.

«The distinetive matks of
Catholic schools are religious
education and discipline, even
in open education,” she .contin-
uei “With our discipline we
give right order by setting val-
ues to help the children find

their own values.

“We've done everything pos-
sible to innovate to meet the
needs of individuals. The chil-
dren in each grade are doing
work at their own level 50 they

are emotionally comfortable .

and can achieve.”

Sister Rosemary feels that
developing in a child a positive
self-image is most important;
“If you build up a child, he

.

" -will be able’ to deal thh any
situation.”

1

Breakmg ﬂQWIl structural bar-

viers of: the closed elassroom
situation at St. Ambrose has in-

\eluded debartmenul odulay

ch makes every -

day mtterent kind of day.
Modular scheduling uses differ-
ent periods of time for differ-

. ent classes, and utilizes each

teacher as a as

specialist
posed to t’eachmg all grades or

-all subjects as they did in the

recent past,

Since reading is &ssentxal to .

all other learning, work in this
area is stressed .for all age
levels. A variety of texts are
available in each class so every-

one's level and interest are sat-

isfied,

From first grade on at St.
Ambrose, children work in
groups, moving from class to
class to work on both group
and individual projects,

S!.Si‘:?l‘ Rosemary reported
that “the changes in education
are exciting and the children
are happy. It shows — we have
more students registering every
year. Our present enrollment is

662 children.”

‘With the emphasis changing
from dictatorial learning by
rote to learning to develop a
well-rounded self concept, the
role of the principal of the

school to the teachers has

changed,

‘Responsibility is now shared.
Now there are teachers who do
the «co-ordinating on class
scheduling, and on the econom-
ic questions that arise. The
principal is a resource person,
one who evaluates quality of
education at her school and one
who helps with inter-school re-
lations.

In conclusion, Sister Rose-
mary said: “We haven’t knock-

ed down any walls but thmgs

are. really exciting and that is
vital.”

Sister Mary Edwardme
Weaver, RSM, principal of St.

Jame§ inee 1968 made a simi-

oObservation of the non-

graded primary unit imple

mented there three years ago.

When asked for an evalua-
tion of ‘the non-graded unit for
first through third graders, she
said that no major change has
been seen in the total achieve-

ment, EXCEPT that the chil-

dren are-happy..

“School is now a happy place,
a place to enhance personality

development,” she said, and

‘stressed -the fact that “if we are’

going to muld individuals who

can function in a changing so-
ciety we have to develop per-
sonalities.”

The non-graded primary unit
and the departmentalized block -

scheduling of time the 7th and
8th graders spend in classes,
makes a lot more work for
teachers, Sister Edwardine said.
They must prepare for the in-
dividualized needs of their pu-
pils, plus joint_ planning "among
teachers since the emphasis has
changed to departmentahzed

group teaching.

Sister Edwardme believes
that parental interest is a good
way of evaluating what the
school is doing. “We have an
extensive Teachers Aid Group,
approximately 100 volunteers
and 3765 hours of service,”

The regular staff for the 498
students at St, James is 32 full-
time teachers -— five nuns and
the rest lay teachers.

The latest addition is a room
known'as a “resource center,”
and Sister Edwardine is proud
of 1t

Itisa goom set up much like -

U.S. Blshops Reiterate

Selective CO Supporf

"Washington, D.C. — (RNS)
— The American Catholic bish-
ops, fn a formal declaration,
haye {strongly reiterated their
1988 fdall for revisions in the

Selec tive Service law to allow

selective conscientious objector
status for Catholics.

The document also urged
*amn » for those who have
left the country or gane to
prison after refusing to: serve
in the Vietnam war on moral
. grounds.

“In the light of the Gospel
and from an analyejo of Chlll'ﬂll
teaching and tradxtlon,” the
bishops declared, “it is clear
that a Catholic can he a con
scientious objector to war iIn
-general or to-a particular war
because of religious training
and belief.”

The document reaffirmed the
general recommendations: of the
November 1968 bishops pas-
toral, “Human Life in Our
Day,” which called for a modi-
fication of the draft lawsito in-
clude selective COs, and an end
to peacetime conscriptio?.

It also urged that draft coun-
seling agencies be set p by
Catholic groups, made a
plea that "altemaﬁves” to mili-
tary service be found. .

In a double} glsed vote by |
iwo—thnrds of

mail, more th
the nation’s 280 bishops a

ed: the .statement whie!
been ‘rejected %t several

ous meetings. |

Msgr, Marvin mrdeloxh Who
heads the USCC J'ushce and

prov-
had
previ-

Peace Commission which drew

up the final document, saul the

1968 statement by the bxshops~
on selective COs caused“consid—‘ ‘

erable “backlash” among fCatho-
lics on all levels.

Additional backlash greeted
courlor-.loumul

the proposals at the two 1970
bishops’ meetings and in April
of 1971.

Msgr. Bordelon said it was
“only a fortuitous coincidence”
that the declaration was releas-
ed while the bishops’ Synod in
Rome was discussing the same
topies.

In outlining the need for
their statement, the bishops ob-
served that “for many of our

Catholic people, especially the
young, the question of parucl-
pation in military service has.

h@ﬂl)ﬂ]@ 2 sorious moral prob

It added that young people
are looking to their spiritual
leaders “for guidance . . . and
for support when they judge
their sentiments. to be in keep-
ing with Catholxc " Christian
tradition.”

Because the status of selec-
tive COs is extremely compiex
as regards present U.S. law,-the
bishaps' declaration urged
“moralists, [lawyers' and civil
servants to/ work cooperatively
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toward a nohcy which can recon-
cile the demands of moral and

ivic - order concemmg this -

issue.” -

THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL RE

a: hbrary, but the: sheres hold
film" stnps rand. tapes,

and remedxal work is done.

1y or with his elass.

Sister Edwardine repeated 9

comment Sister Rosemary ‘had

made, “One of the most lmpor- .

tant components of : our pro-

graming has been the coopera-.

.not-
‘books Tt is an enrichment cen- -
ter, . where reseafch, pleasure‘

“areal

tior Tro pubhc schools m the ,

“She concluded saymg “Attl
‘tudinal development plays a

: ma;or role in what we are do-

‘Studem can use I lmlependent ©dnig We ‘4re more .concerned
: -with~ the kind of people the

-istudents are than whether they

et 90s ~or As. - Our Pprimary
)emphasis is the kind of people

we'ré bmldmg to 1mpmve S0~
c].ety 1] v
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Rochester’s

' rpmtcAt ADVERTISEMENT

hester’s Environment
and Anti-Litter’ Fighter
and Crusader for the

People . . . not the PARTY

Republicans, Democrats, Conservatives, »Lfbero!s,
Independents and New Voters . . . let's again
have a Rochestér we can be proud of, wish to
live in, bring up our children in and to work in.

1 solicit your support—your financial help—and
your votes’ on: Election Day, November 2, 1971,

.| H. EVEREST “‘HI"’ CLEMENTS"

35 Argyle Street 14607

232-4060

Clty cqunﬂl, East District; Row C

* Remember the man ‘who was arrested on May 2,
1971 “for littering’’ for putting up TWO ANTI-
LITTER ‘SIGNS on the Eastern Expressway? | was . -

that man.

I won in court.

** Former .12th Ward GOP Commnﬂcemun and
pusonﬂy enrolled Domocmt

T i

POLITICAL ADVETISEMENT

. % B
POLITICAL ADVETISEMENT | .

POLITICAL ADVETISEMENT

Congratulations to the students, |
alumnae and faculty of Nazareth Academy

5

m thls centenmal year.

JOSEP H No FERARRI Presm‘em‘

Monroe Cquniy Leg|s|u+ure

Wednesday, October 27 1971
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