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God love; everything he has 
made , especially man. F o r the 
universe is as a grain of dust 
tha t t ips t l ie scales, or as t h e 
morn ing detvdrop. But man i s 
made to His i n age and likeness. 
On him, He has mercy. Fo r his 
sins, He has forgiveness ( R l ) . 

zaccheus "got wind" that 
Jesus of Nazareth was some
body like tliat. H e had repor ts 
t ha t Jesus received outcasts and 
sinners. Th« work of salvation 
was begun in his soul by the 
words people said about Jesus. 
I t is strange thjat Zaccheus had 
n e v e r s e e n Jesus — Jer icho is 
so close to Jerusa lem and Jesus 
was so famous. But tha t is 
normal for many intell igent peo
ple ; they a r e so busy making 
money the i r ignorance of Jesus 
is^astonishing. Regardless, Zac
cheus wanted t o see what kind 
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My main objection is t h a t ' t h e 
album is being used in Catholic 
Schools and CCD classes. The 
question is why? W h y choose 
in the first place material so 
full of acknowledged er ror? 
Several so-called justifications 
a re given by educators. F i r s t 
— i t emphasizes Christ 's hu
manity. True i t does — by de
nying his divinity. Second is 
tha t children a re bored by "old 
fashion" scr ipture bu t Super
s tar really " turns them on". I 'm 
sure I speak for many Catholic 
parents, when I say t ha t I pre-
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famous balsam and datej? were 
exported throughout the Roman 
Empire . Zaccheus was rich, oh 
so rich! But money isn' t every
thing. His hear t was empty. So 
he risked the crowd to see 
Jesus. F o r the. crowd th is was 
the chance of a lifetime, to 
vent the i r spleen On t h e tax-
collector. They bumped Zac
cheus, elbowed him, kicked 
him, but worst of all, they kept 
blocking h im from seeing Jesus . 
"He -was t rying t o see Jesus . . . 
but was unable-to because of the 
crowd" (R3) . 

Zaccheus, however, c o u l d 
never have gotten to where he 
was had he not been a resource-: 
fui man. The plucky l i t t le man 
broke free from t h e crowd, 
sprinted ahead of it, and 
clambered u p a sycamore t ree. 
He would see Jesus, ho mat te r 
the obstacles! And because he 

f t r ied to see Jesus, Jesus saw 
• him. 

The two talked, then ate to
gether. The crowd passed judge
ment : "He has gone to a sin
ner 's house as a guest ." But 
Zaccheus was changed. Fellow
ship with Jesus broke t h e hold 
riches had on him and led him 
to make 'restitution of anything 
wrongfully takeV To t h e 
crowds, Jesus jsaid in effect, 
"Banish your rash judgments . 
This man is a t rue son of Abra
ham. I have come to search 
out and to save precisely those 
who had lost their way like 
him." 

How many are concerned to
day, only about seeing things — 
a football game, a world series, 
a movie, a play. Compare t h e 
packed stadiums each Saturday 
with the churches on Sunday. 
To see things is all r ight pro
vided there is also t h e desire 
of Zaccheus — to see Jesus. 
So great was Zaccheus' desire 
tha t he let n o obstacle stand in 
his way. Certainly he was short. 
Most assuredly, t h e hostile 
crowd did all they could t o 
hinder h is seeing Jesus. Then 
top a rich man climbing a t fee 
would certainly get laughed a t 
But Zaccheus wanted to see 
Jesus! . • • 

How do we go to prayer? To 
Sunday Mass? Is i t with the 
desire of Zaccheus? I s this not 
why we often hea r the. com
plaint, "I don' t get anything out 
of prayers? Or out of Mass?" 
We go not because we want to 
see Jesus, but because we feel 
we have to. Wha t a shame for 
a beggar to refuse t o - g o to a 
rich man, the wounded to the 
physician, t he hungry to the 
Bread of Life. 

Lit t le Zaccheus, nicknamed 
"Shorty," can teach all of us 
a lesson. He • wanted to see 
Jesus ; bu t really, i t was Jesus 

- who wanted to- see Zaccheus — 
to transform h im and make h im 
fully a man! 

More Letters 
On Page 8A 

fer boredom for my chi ldren 
than "heresy", however enter
ta ining it migh t be. Third, kids 
don't pull i t apart , they take it; 
as a whole o r perhaps they 
won't notice the fallacies or in« 
nuendoes. The distortions are; 
go subtle tha t it changes images 
in the mind without so much 
as an argument.0 

But I think Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, one of the composers 
of "Superstar", summed it all 
up when h e said, " I personally 
don't think Jesus is God. We 
tr ied to pu t ' ove r what we th ink 
might have happened. Christ as 
a liberal reformer was a huge 
success. Slowly t h e th ing got 
out o£ control and people began 
to worship Christ and not the 

cause" (Hi Time Awake 3-12-
71). 

I t ' s no accident tha t t h e loud
est voice in Jesus Christ Super-
Star is that of Judas . 

Anthony Accari 
Lincoln Rd. 
Eas t Rochester 

Where Are 
The Leaders? 
Editor: . 

In answer to your editorial 
(Courier-Journal 10-6-71) my 
question would be; Where a re 
the ' leaders? 

' Thank God, the re are some 
beautiful men a m o n g the 
clergy. This helps us t o keep 
the faith. 

But what about the ones who 
follow the principle, "Don't do 
as I do, do as I say." They are 
the culprits. They polarize t h e 
followers. These men give lip 

• THE COUNTRVS GOING MAD/ TODAY SOMEONE 
IN AN AID-TO -EDUCATION CONTIN6ENT HIT 
ME WITH ASPIITBALL/* 

service* to the Bishop, scoff at 
the chancery office and laugh 
at the«CCD office. 

Their theology degree gives 
them the know-all and for prac
tical purposes; our professional 
men know nothing. 

Please give us the leadership 
and Vatican n can be imple
mented in the too many de
prived parishes. 

Mrs. Louis Quadrlni 
Parma Center Road 
Hilton 

2 Editorials 
Disputed 
Editor : 

Two successive editorials in 
the "Courier-Journal" deserve 
some refutation. That of 10-6-71 
"We Hav& Leadership , ., , 
Where Are Followers?" repeat
ed a national magazine's {state
ment the "vast majority of U.S. 
Catholics have little interest i n 
what the bishops do or isay," If 
that statement be t rue , t h e n 
t h e bishops have forgotten t h a t 
axiom of human behavior, 
namely, that men and women 
have lit t le or no ' In te res t " in 
what they do not know. If peo
ple are ignorant of wha t they 

should know, then i t must fol
low as the night the day that 
an effective communications 
system does not exist between 
the "vast majority of U.S. Cath
olics and t h e bishops". 

The second editorial, tha t of 
10-13-71 "Synod . . . an Ideal 
Time for Action" confirmed 
and did not correct the illogic 
of the first. I t began by observ
ing that the Pope i n h i s open
ing address to the synodal dele
gates warned them to "resist 
outside pressures". Such "pres
sures" could only mean the ex
pression of viewpoints tha t 
would be e i ther u t ter ly heret
ical or completely Catholic. T h e 
collegiate bishops could easily 
anathematize t h e one and ac
cept t h e other. Yet b y refus ing 
to communicate with these 
"pressure" groups, so a s t o de
velop a t ruly catholic (small 
"c") conception of t h e priest
hood and of social, justice, t h e 
bishops chained the i r individ* 
ual judgments and collective 
decisions t o half t ru ths . This 
"Synod" can go down in his
tory not a s "an ideal t ime for 
action" but as a proven in
stance of t h e fai lure of Church » 
leaders t o communicate needed 
t ru ths for ou r t imes. 

John J . A. OverUnder 
Wimbledon Road 
Rochester 
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