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Catholic School Executives Urge Aid Plop 
qi§ t h in 200 Cath-
executives meeting 
^President Nixon to 
>me[jkind of federal 

income tax credit plan for par
ents of no l-pujbilic school chil
dren as the only means of pre
serving "ejducitional ontinns" options" 

..T5y. non-public 

They, also asked the Presi
dent to arrange a meeting of 
administration aides with Cath
olic school jleaders to confer on 
possible steps in the direction 
of tax-credit legislation. 

during 
Approved 

passed 
the annual 
U.S. Catholic 
teridents, 
was signed 

tte 

iri a resolution 
__= the final day of 
Fal( meeting of the 

sehool superin-
tejlegram to Nixon 

Father Bernard 
•by 

A. Cummins o£ San Francisco,-
president of the superintend
ents' association. '. 

"It is our considered opin
ion," the telegram said,. "that. 
such a tax program is compat
ible with existing. guidelines 
generated by the Various court 
decisions and by the modern 
social and political climate of 
this nation." 

Calling for the launching of 
"proper legislative activities" 
at the earliest opportunity, the 
administrators suggested as a 
first step in the, process an im
mediate meeting between ap
propriate administration offi
cials and a-delegation of Cath
olic educational leaders. ' 

Those specifically named to 
represent Catholic school inter-

"ishop's Letter 
(Continued from Page 1A) 

p e o p l e wllo assist our you th to . f ind God. I t is m o r e t h a n 
" t each ing religion. ' I t is an apostolate of he lp ing s tuden t s 
g r app l e wi th m e Gospel message in i ts con tempora ry con
texts , and in t h e fullness of i t s implicat ions. I t is suppor t 
ing t h e m | n the i r ques t for values . 

My p r a y e r for teachers is t h a t th i s day of communi ty 
recogni t ion will give t h e m new courage a n d . s e n s e of pur
pose in t he i r vocation. May t h e i r s b e t h e satisfaction tha t 
h a s rewarded! (teachers for as long as they have labored —-
t h a t of s e e i n g ' t h e light of t r u t h and goodness sh ine m o r e 
b r igh t ly in someone e l se because t h e i r l ives have? crossed 
each otheu's fjaths. 

Your devoted Shepherd and Teacher 

Bishop of t h e Diocese of Roches ter 

Married Men Ordination 
een as Possibility 

(Continued from. Page 1A) 

Pope must give the required 
permission; th3 number must 
be limited strictly in relation to 
local needs; I t ie i r family life 
must be exemplary. They must 
be well-liked I apd acceptable to 
the people; they must be sub-., 
mitted to a tperiod of trial in 
apostolic ww\ before ordin'a-
tion; their nftinistry should be 

limited to only certain priestly 
functions; they must be of ma
ture, age. 

Bishop Alexander Carter of 
Sault St. Marie, Canada, thought 
that those [opposing married 
priests were saving that most 
of the priekts' jobs could be 
given over to the laity, such as 
distribution of communion, bap
tism, preaching and teaching-
He felt that this was eroding 
the priesthoM of its meaning 
and claimed [that those opposing 
the ordaining of married men 
were making an "absolute" out 
of celibacy. I 

Cardinal JEjurnard Alfrink of 
Utrecht, Holland, presented the 
argument tH&t the duty of the 
Church is t o preach the Gospel 

^and to preset t the Eucharist to 
the Christian 

Cardinal * 

people. 

so Joseph Suenens 
of Malines-Brussels, Belgium, 
laid the obligation on the bish-
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ops. The bishops have the duty 
to supply priests to the com
munities that need them, the 
people have a right to the Eu
charist, and Christ demands that 
He be present among men by 
the Eucharist. If this means or
daining married men, then that 
is what must take place. . 

Cardinal William Conway, 
Archbishop of Armagh, Ireland, 

gave the best set of arguments 
for the- counter-position. He 
summed up the^ situation by 
saying so far. there -were .two 
schools of thought. One held 
that there should be no change 
in the law while the other held 
that in places where there is a 
scarcity of priests married men 
of mature years might be or
dained. He was for the first po
sition as he had two difficulties 
with the second.' 

Once introduced, it would be 
impossible to confine the ordi
nation of married men within 
the limits suggested. One could 
riot allow it for one European 
country and exclude it from 
the rest of Europe. You could 
npt even allow it outside of 
Europe and exclude it from 
Europe. The same was true of 
the other conditions, for ex
ample—the age limitations. 

His Second difficulty was 
that the reason principally used 
was the shortage of priests. He 
felt that the experiences of the 
Oriental Rites did not show 
that the introduction of mar
ried clergy would cause an in
crease in vocations. In fact, it 
would have a casastrophic ef
fect on vocations in many coun
tries. In fact, the only reason 
for introducing the idea was to 
allow optional celibacy which 
none of the Synod Fathers 
wanted, 

ests are-Auxiliary -Bishop T? Til-
Iiam McManus of Chicago, who 
heads the Education Committee 
of the TJ.S. .Catholic Confer

ence; Father C. Albert Koob, 
O. Praem., executivei director of 
the National Catholic Educa
tional Association} J>r. Edward 

Educator Downplays Aid 
As Factor in School Issue 

St. Petersburg Beach, ifta, — 
(RNS) — The solution to Cath
olic school fiscal problems ris 
not in state and federal ajd" 
and if some form of govern
ment help is provided it "vyill 
not "make that big dent in the 
financial problems, we face,"| a 
group of Catholic sehool admin« 
istrators were told here. 

Father Michael O'Neill, su
perintendent of schools for the 
Spokane Wash., Catholic dio-

in 

i n 

cese; told 250 participants 
the annual Fall meeting oi U 
Catholic school superintend 
ents, that "Catholic schools 
the foreseeable future are go
ing to have to be supported by 
the Catholic community." 

Ruling out placing the bjir-
den for parochial school financ
ing on only those persons wjho 
use the schools and pay tuition, 
Father O'Neill said he was con
fident that "we can work out 
a viable relationship where I it 
will be clear to parish leaders 
and clear to diocesan leaders 
. . . that Catholic schools are 
serving them . . . and\thus de
serve generous subsidy level^." 

He added that if the Catholic 
educational system has a prob
lem, "it is a problem of sue-

Reaction 
By FATHER DANIEL BREr^T 

Superintendent of Schools t 

Courisr-Journ al 

/V<&.*S$$ 

I endorse the cqneept of adult 
education. Father Collins |s 
working hard to develop die 
esan programs and to .assiist 
parishes with adult programs. 
However, this is l not an espe
cially encouraging enterprise. 
Fath'er O'Neill admitted in a 
recent book that '"There is im 
reason to supposej that even un
der optimal cqnditions any 
more than 5, percent of adults 
who bear the ijtame Catholic 
would take part,; on a regular 
basis, in such ajdult religious 
e d u c a t i o n efforts." (New 
Schools in a New Church, Mi
chael O'Neill, S i John's. Uni
versity Press, 1971). . | 

Father O'Neill also proposes 
that Catholics will have to sup
port their schools alone with
out any governmental assret-
tance: I do not| share Fathejr 
O'Neill's pessimism regarding 
public aid. I am confident th i t 
governments can find constitti-
tional ways of assisting parents 
to exercise some freedom of , 
choice in education. At the 
same time, there is no ques
tion that Catholics will need 
to make sacrifices to retain 
their schools. Governmental 
help will never relieve the 
Catholic community of carry
ing much of the financial bur
den. I was encouraged to see }n 
the recent .Newsweek poll thftt 
about half of the Catholics in
dicated a Willingness tO in
crease their contributions lif 
necessary to save Catholic 
schools. ! 

We have recently been giv
ing fresh attention to the reji-

.gious education!, Catholic com
munity, and valine formation as
pects of our jprogram whicm 
make Catholic i schools unique. 
I think as Catholics appreciate 
this dimension ibetter, they will 
be more willing to give us the 
support we need, I think, too, 
that this suppojrt will come not 
only from Catholics, using their 
schools, but from the whole 
Catholic community. In giving 
attention to other works that 
had been neglected, we must 
be careful not to short-change 
the aptfstolate which research 
has established t o b e o u r rayst 
effective means fpr preaching 
the Gospel ~ the C a t h o i 
school 
Wednesday, October'27yi 971 

? m " Father O'Neilll Cited, in
stances where Catholic parishes 
have closed the scltiool and it 
has resulted in a "vacuum" 
which made it alii too clear 
"that hot much else; of any in
terest was going on" in the 
parishi 

Father O'Neill declared that 
" the current turmoil in the 

Church should not be viewed 
as criticism of the Catholic 
schools or Catholic school per
sonnel but "as a very strong 
criticism o£ people who are sup-

«posed to be doing other things 
in the Church andl who just 
haven't done a great deal that 
is worth talking about. . . 

"And I mean, most emphat
ically and specifically, people 
working in the parish minis
try," he asserted. "I don't think 
that bishops and relligious pro
vincials can be excused for fail
ing to see oftentimes that not 
enough has been done with 
adults in the Catholic Church. 
Teaching goes on at many 
levels and I would argue that 
one cannot even hiave an ef
fective Catholic grade school 
unless one does an awful lot of 
teaching with, the parents' adult 
religipus education.'" 

R_ D'Alessio, director of the 
USCC's Division ojf Elementary 
and Secondary-Education; and 
Father Cummins, j 

The Catholic administrators 
told' Nixon that they have been 
"greatly encouraged" fcy his in
terest in non-public school ed
ucation, which they said was 
"in very real danger of passing 
from the American scene." 

Jn Aups t , a. federal tax-
credit plan aimed at assisting 
parents of non-public school 
children was described as the 
"most promising option" open 
to President Nixon if he de
cides to urge congressional ac
tion to keep non-public schools 
open. 

The analysis came from Bish
op McManus, speaking as a 
member of the President's four-
man Panel on Non-Public Edu
cation. He said the panel was 
considering this sort of federal-
aid proposal. 

The panel, established in 
April 1970, is expected to give 
its final report in March. Since 
the June 28 ruling by the TJ.S. 
Supreme Court striking down 
direct state aid to non-public 
schools, the panel has been con
centrating on programs aimed 
at assisting students rather 
than the schools themselves. 

In Minnesota, a tax-credit 
program is already under way, 
though it is being challenged 
in the courts. Parents of non
public school children are al
lowed to deduct education ex
penses from the state Income 
tax. 
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