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IT'S A SIQN THAT YOU SHOUCDNT BE 
S AROUND WITH ANY OF THIS VIOLENT 
REVEREND." 

FR. ALUERT SHAMON 

Word For 
Sunday 

Sunday's Readings: ( R l ) Hab
akkuk 1:2-3; 2:24; (R2) 2 Tim. 
1; 6-8, 13-14; Lake 17:5-10. 

Every child 
story of Daniel 

has heard the 
in the den of 

lions. He was there for six days. 
To nourish him, an angel hair-
lifted' a man. from Judea to 
Bablyon. The man gave Daniel 
the dinner he. was bringing to 
some reapers in Judea. The 
author of the Book of Daniel 
named t h e man Habakkufe. 
Whether or not this was the 
prophe t whose oracle we read 
in Sunday's liturgy ( f i l ) , vfe, 
do, not know. However, I think 
the author used the prophet's 
name because the theme of his 
book was based on Habakkuk's 
words: "The just man, because 
of his faith, shall live." 

Habakkuk w a s the first 
prophet who dared to call God 
to account for His actions. God 
was raising up Babylon to de
stroy Israel. Habakkuk's com
plaint was, "Ofj course Israel 
is wicked; but Eabylon is far. 
more evil. Why tbsa^should 
Babylon be God's instrument of 
judgment?" It would be as if a 
modern prophet asked, "Cath
olic Hungary, Poland, Cuba 

' may have sinned, but why 
should greater shiners be used 
to chastise them?* 

God's answer was, "The con
quering nation; because of its 
sinful pride, bore within itself 

- the seeds of i ts own destruc
tion. Time would tell. The just 
man, on -the contrary, because 
of Ms fidelity to God even in 
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adversity, will in the end tri
umph — t h e just man, because 
of his faith, shall l ive."' 

When the Book of Daniel was 
written about 167 B.C., it was 
composed in circumstances not 
unlike those in Habakkuk's day. 
Fierce persecution was being 
waged against the Jews by the 
maniacal Antiochus. The Jews 
echoed Habakkuk's complaint 
of old. Why this permission of 
evil? T h e au thor of Daniel resr 
onated Habakkuk's message: 
" T h e jus t man, because o£ h i s 
faith, shall live." He confirmed 
the message by telling stories 
of men and women in the days 
of Habakkuk who were faithful 
to God and who because of their 
faith, lived: the three youths 
in the fiery furnace, Daniel in 
the den of lions, and the chaste 
Suzanna. 

However the readers of the 
book of Daniel could object that 
what God did for the Jews in 
the Babylonian Captivity, He 

' was not doing for them in the 
persecution of Antiochus. Loyal 
Jews, who held their ground 
for God like an oak, were mar
tyred; God did not rescue them. 

1 The charge could be made that 
Habakkuk's message was not 
valid. 

The Book of Daniel answered 
that i t was. The just man, be
cause of his faith, his loyalty, 
his constancy to God. and His 
law would live! Not necessarily 
in this l i fe but in a life to come. 
The author of Daniel advanced 
Habakkuk's open-ended term 
"shall live" to embrace .eternal , 
life. 'Many of those who sleep,", 
h e wrote; "shall awake. . . . to 
everlasting l ife" (12; 12). This 
was the first explicit teaching' 
i n t h e Old. Tes tament of t h e 
resurrection of the dead. 

Paul asked .ajbnothy to de- -
fend the f a f t l ^ ^ t n e doctrinfi % 
of life etema£ij(S2)- The apos--
tJes prayed, "^""Inerease our 
faith," (R3). Our t o r d com
plained they had hardly faith 
enough to be increased. Appar
ently, the apostles at that t ime 
were not living by faith, for 
had they been,4hey would have 
changed the world and uprooted 
pagan life that* seemed as un-
rootable as a sycamore tree. 

One day, however, God ans
wered the apostles' prayer. 
.Their faith was increased, and 
paganism was drowned. If pag
anism is on the gain again to
day, maybe it is because faith 
is on the wane. Paganism will 
die in proportion as faith lives; 
and faith's life depends qn 
prayer. 

Red China Ties 
Dangerous 
Editor: 

The highest ranking Chinese 
Catholic churchman, Paul Car
dinal Yu Pin, and other mem* 
bers of the Cardinal Mindszen-
ty Foundation's Council—have 
issued strong statements warn* 
ing of dangers in seeking ac
commodations with the Red 
Chinese dictator! 

Cardinal Yu Fin" says: "Pres
ident Nixon's visit to the Chi- | 
nese' mainland [will give no 
hope to the Church in Red : 
China for relief of suffering. 
On the other hand, it might 
aggravate t h e Church's plight, 

for her oppressors would feel 
encouraged by U.S. overtures." 

Rev. Raymond! J- deJaeger, 
author', lecturer, 20 years in 
China prefaces his comments 
with, "This is the most dan
gerous policy ever adopted by 
the United States." He then 
points out that all the "freedom-
loving countries in Southeast 
Asia will now be lost to the 
United States as allies. Father 
deJaeger also reveals that the 
Chinese Communists, ". . . in 
their propaganda papers . . .' 
have already indicated a de
feated U.S. represented by their 
President, is coming to Peking 
as a prisoner of Mao Tse-tung, 
accepting his defeat in Viet--

nam." ' 
Although Red China as the 

major source of narcotic sup
ply has officially escaped being 
named as the origin of the 
problem, many individual au
thorities testify that letting 
down trade barriers with Red 
China will unleash a holocaust 
of drug addiction in this coun
try. "The China Post," Feb. 6, 
197i, editorial says that Red 
China is "using, narcotics to 
undermine the physical and 
mental health of as many peo
ple as possible in the free 
world." 

It would indeed seem that 
this is a 'moral issue which re
quires comment to the admin
istration. 

Mrs. I. B. Newberry 
Azalea Road 

Rochester 

Lets Wait 
For Facts 

Prison Reform 
Needed Now 

Editor: 
I believe we all know the 

Attica: Prison riot and its after
math is a tragic thiog. How
ever, I was shocked when the 
news broke that Bishop Hogan, 
representing the Ca tho l i c 
Church, and Bishopi Spears, 
representing the Episcopal 
Church, had stated that the "28 
demands" of the prisoners be 
put into effect as soon as pos
sible. 

First of all, these prisoners 
certainly did not hold up then-
end of the bargaining, thus 
causing, the taking of the prison 
by force. In my opiniom this ac
tion had to be taken. 

Second, the governw is ap
pointing several groups to in
vestigate the riots thoroughly. 
I believe instead of everyone 
"sticking in his two cents 
worth" we should all calm down 
and wait 

I do think the clergy should 
be ready to give spiritual guid
ance to the prisoners, but let's 
let our officials handle the legal 
matters of state. What ever hap
pened to separation olf church 
and state? 

Dorothy W. McCarthy 
Indian Hill Drive 
Rochester 

Editor: I 
In t h e wake of the "Attica 

tragedy, it was soul-satisfying 
to see Rochester Bishops Joseph 
L. Hogan (Catholic Diocese) 
and Robert L. Spears /Episco* 
pal Diocese) issue a joint" state
ment deploring budget cuts in 
the appropriations for; •prison 
inmates and the mentally ill; 
and calling on N e w York State 
to implement immediately pris
on reforms. 

This, for sure, is what Chris
tianity i s all about; and not. 
merely the Church satisfying 
the needs, fancies^ and desires 
of strictly white*, middle-and-

upper class America. 
Let's follow through with ac

tion, and vote out of office 
those persons making such ir
responsible and reprehensible 
decisions as w e have seen, of 
late. '• 

In this way, w e who i r e able, 
can assist those, whether they 
be inmates or the mentally ill, 
who HAVE NOT a vote in their 
destiny. 

Stella F . Cecere 
N. Main Street 
Genera 

TRIDUUM 
in honor of 

QUEEN OF THE MOST 
HOLY ROSARY 
Oct. 7, 8, and 9 

Services a t 7:45 P.M. 
PREACHERS 

OCT. 7—MOST REV. JOSEPH L HOGAN 
OCT. 8—MOST REV. JAMES E. KEARNEY 
OCT. 9—MOST REV. DENNIS W. HICKEY 

CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH 
E. Main at Prince S*. 
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Live in Valley Manor. There'* nothing like it between New York and Chi
cago. A cosmopolitan, high rise retirement community along East 
Avenue with all the conveniences and comforts fot.-which you're accus
tomed, i ;^L•.. 
Each^pacidus ^ r t m J B n f c ^ arfull bath, k i t c h e ^ ^ , air comjitioninfl, 

" wall-to-wall carpeting ema* decorator draperies^-^ofld eacft "room has 
its own balcony. Lunch and dinner, is served gractc#|yV restaurant style. 
There's weskly maid fand linen service, pa id utilffies, inside parking, 
around-the clock emergency nurse service — even an Arts and Crafts 
r o o m . Libra-y, a n d C h a p e l . 

Valley Manor. It's an 
r ight now. 

Ya 
experience in living for people ready to retire 

I ley Manor 
now ready for immediate occupancy 

1571) East Avenue, Rochester,, N.Y. 14610 
Call 442-6450 for andl appointment and free brochure 
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