
by Bernard Lyons 
"On the first Sunday of Oc­

tober tnere was a notice in the 
Sunday bulletin, Inviting all in­
terested parishioners and lead­
ers of parish groups to come to 
a meeting on organizing a par­
ish council for St. Mary's 
Church," Mrs. Edward Johnston 
writes, telling how her council 
was organized, 

She wrote a history of the 
founding of the council in her 
parish of some 750 families in 
Bloomlngton, Illinois. 

\Good Turnout 

"Approximately 40 perrons 
at tended t h e m e e t i n g . A l l o f t h e 
v a r i o u s organization* and 
group* o ! a k r l i k *6i\i&** w<yfe 

reprewmwiii 
''The pastor presided. He 

talked about the need for * 
parish council to help with the 
physical needs, and also pro­
vide for the spiritual growth 
Of the palish." 

A few men and •women vol­
unteered for the steering com­
mittee, and the first meeting 

• wis held oh the first Monday 
evening of November, at the 
factory. 

"Education of not only our 
s teer ing c o m m i t t e e , b u t o f t h e 

entire parish wis the first got! 
t o b e accompl i shed . A l s o to 
keep the parish aware that 
plans for the parish council 

were in deformation period." 

Set Goals 
Two week* inter, at the sec­

ond steering committee meet­
ing, the members drew up a list 
of goals for the parish council 
— holiness, charity, growth; 

-—-sense of community; Involve­
ment of all parish members; 
communications among parish­
ioners; ecumenism; community 
service; Christian formation; 
planning, coordinating, Imple­
menting parish activities; and 
contacting lapsed Catholics. • 

The group also outlined plans 
to he used to educate the coo-

\ gregation, including talks at 
Masses by the laity, area meet­
ings (by blocks, neighborhoods, 
study club groups), use of leaf--
lets , bul le t ins , o u t s i d e s p e a k e r s ; 
prayer for success at Sunday 
Masses questiotmalrea, posters; 
andskitf, 

After an audio-visual presen­
tation on • Sunday In late Jan­
uary, questionnaires w e r e 
passed out at each Mass, and 
nearly 390 persons returned 
them. 

Sarrey and leeratc 

The questionnairef were sep­
arated according to interests 
(education, liturgy, parish ser­
vices, administration and com­
munity services) and these peo-
Die were invited to the first 
meeting of the committicms in 
February. 

At these meetings the respon­
sibilities and activities of the 
commissions were explained 
and cbainnen elected, 

In March, following the work 
of the nominating committee, 
« » first officers of the parish 
council were elected, and the 
steering committee was phased 
out. 

The commissions are now 
busy: The liturgical group 
™**ed on the liturgy f o r B g y 

liturgy workshop. 

The education commission Is 
worUng on organizing a school 

• noam-foe .the parish and doing 
•a study of the Cd>. 

M o d e r n Man," t o e v e r y h o m e 
in the community, They also 
appointed a person to follow 
t h e local g o v e r n m e n t s i n t h e 
twin cities of Bloomington-
NUrmal and another to report 
on state and national legisla­
tion. 

"St. Mary's Parish Council," 
writes Mrs. Johnston, "is off 
to a good start and will go far 
because not only tare the priests 
much interested, but the inter­
est of the parishioners is very 
good. The younger people of 
the parish are really coming 
forward for this work." 

G r a c e 

In Baltimore, Bob Hieronymus, a 33-year\old^restaurateur, chose an un­
usual decor for his eating establishment^ The seats are church pews, 
the windows are stained-glass, lighting is by sanctuary candles—-all obtained 
from Catholic, Episcopal and Green Orthodox churches and antique shops. 
Named Seton's HabhC-it's not far from the home of Mother Elizabeth Aim 
Seton, expected to become the first native American to be made a saint— 
the decor was described by a writer for the weekly Catholic Review as 

"pleasant, monastically dim and. not at all disrespectful/' 

Community Serrice. is help­
ing a group distribute the New 
*****. T3ood K m fee 
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ACME HOUSE PAINT 

HADLOCK'S 
466 CENTRAL AVE. 

232-5238 
384 JEFFERSON RD. 

244-6300 
2008 EMPIRE BLVD. 

671-2520 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL ACME PAINT DEALER 
ROCHESTER 

• Alhart's Xtectrie Co. 
1110 Culvar Boad 

• DaGratt Bsrdwsza 
S90 StonaBoad 

e But AVMIM Htrdwan 
17»« Bast Ataaua 

• lalrlu Eartwsn 
IS Fairfax 8oa4 

• Titos AvawseiHikxdwara 
. Ml Tito* ATMUM 

AREA 
• Timma Hardwara 

Attica 
• Cbariss. D R I W Hsrdwara 
• Chapman Ganeral Stora 

CfcrarchvUla 
• Oty<w liwfdars 

CWs 
e DaUaa Supply 

408 W( _ 

•> Ooovjsy Hardwars 

.•' Gordts HarawaM 
Hollar 

• L . P . Brady 

e Portar Wright LustW Co. 

• Josephs. Trombino 
Buildinc Supply. 
Urona 

e Morton Luaabar A Supply 
Morton 

• Garaee Cbal A TjimW 
Mount Horn* 

• X Waltsr Owns 
Z Harrison Stent 
Newark 

• North Gram Paint Stora 
North Oram ' 

• Stswa's Harswara . 
Oatario 

• Draw's Paint Spot 
Pabayra 

. • Stisasr Hsrdwara 
Parllkm 

• Joai Cava* Xjumbar '. 
Phelps .,.-,-

• Pittafordi SSU$KW«H* 
Kttaford . ; 

• Pack's Hardware 
Prmttsbun: ' 

• Robert O. Hottay 
Pultaney .• { 

• Carlton Jonas Hardware 
Bad Creek , 

• IfUlerauicfaBrotlMn 
' • Wabatar iusBbar Co. 

Webster fv 

• William Auto * SSeetzfe 
Wllltii inn f 
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