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“To Fr. H ezsel

Editor:

In reply to Father Raymond
G. Heisel’'s guest column on
Wednesday, Aug. 8,1 say Bravo

. .~ . Bravo, Bravmmmo

"1 bave heard my share. of
‘ Catholics say “I don’t get any-

thing out of °the fosary ete.,

ac ”
The fdct that Our Lady re-

quested us to say it cuts no ice |

with these .sensation! seekers.

If we try toibe ohedient and
faithful, if we try honor our
dear Lord and his beautiful’

. mother, regardless-of the tedi-

fine {day Our Lord van 'open

the floodgates of
ward our falthfulness wlth 3 :ksy
ms;ght beyond our wildest
and dreams even in this

life'

Mrs. Arlene O’Connor

Haddon Road
Rochester
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Both components of human na-

ture|produce feelings and judg- .

ments. A few words from Wil
liam| James, the American psy-

teacher threw out these two
questlons (1) What are values?
and (2) How do we: arrive at
them? These are good’ questions
for any of us to mull over. It
is obvious that a value is some-

. thing valuable. But’ how does

it differ from a staqdard, a
principle, a rule of actjon? -

I think this. was thd point
the teacher wag trying to, educe
from the class. The Ten \Com-
‘mandments are standards,
instance, but not necessa
values to some people. A value’
is something that is important
in one’s life. A valule represents
something one esteems so. high-
ly that it affects his life: he
lives for it, he would die for it.

The teacher posed this ques- .

tion because the heart of the
problem of religious education
youth to value the
Christian Faith. Mind you, not

just to learn it; but to love it, -

esteem it — yes, value it even
more than life itself.

That is why she -asked the
second question, How. do we
arrive at values? How can we

make the Faith we value of

_»Such value to another that he-

~"Would be ready to sacnﬁce, it
‘need be, dearest ties; or suffer,
like one on a cross, rather than
relinquish the Faith? (R3). Of

. such value, as to be willing to

give-up a new-found freedom
for sldvery, as Paul ordered
Onesimus to do; or to welcome
back the runaway slave as a

- brother, instead of crucifying

him, as Paul asked Pilemon to
do? (R2). >
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' ousvnes of it many times, some cl'lo.logist,k may "help .us to un-
’ FR. ALBERT sm;)N
Word For
sunday E : 5
In a catechetical workshop, ‘a Sidney B. 'Simon

in: Values

and Teachings says that we ar-

_ rive at values by a 7-step pro-
cess. The basic steps are the
first two in the process, namely,
thinking a thmg out and freely
choosing it. What Simon meant
was we must examine all the

~angles before Ichoosing some-
thing so that we know exactly
what we are dging and we do
it because we want to.

Long Dbefore Simon ever
wrote, Our Lord taught the
same thing. If you are going to
build a watchtower in your
vineyard, you first calculate the
cost to see if you have money
enough to build it. Or if you
were a general going off to
battle, you would first consider
before engaging the enemy
whether or not you had chance
of success (R-3). Christ was
saying to think things out.’

Teaching Religion is a life-
long process. The child is
taught religion best, not so

much -by good textbooks, not so.

much by all kinds of media, but
primarily and basically by good
teachers, Children are best

taught by teachers who them- -

selves love the Faith, cherish it,
who are prayerful and faithful
themselves. For a  spirit is
quicker caught than taught.

But religious education’ should

not end with childhood. As one

.grows older, as one’s mind 'de-
velops, so must one’s apprecia-
tion of his Faith. It is at this
stage, I think, value.education
‘as such begms For only after
one enters adolescence does the

. thinking process shift into high

gear. That is why, especially
for teeners, prayerful medita-
tion is almost a necessity for

growth in Faxth for Faith to -

. become a precious value, Medi-

tation is but ruminating on the .

truths of Faith, examining them -
as the jeweler does the fa.cets

- of a diamond to discover its

worth. Only after the truth has
filtered through the mind does
-the goodness in a truth appear,

and it is-goodness that moves
the will to act — a man to love

and live his Faith.
In other words religious edu-

> cation has got to be more than

indoctrination — imparting m-
. formation. It has got to.
more. than mere behamorism—-
teachmg programmed respois- .
es Religious’ education is & pro~
ess of learning to love  the
truths of Faith, meditating
prayertully o ‘them, and lving -
according to them. The fault-
today is the same as the fault. -

in Jeremish's day: “With deso- ‘c%ilve zr-ce accordingly 'rhis is

lation is the .whole land made
desolate, for no man thinketh

- in his heut"

derstand what goes on mside
ourselves while at Mass.

“Our judgments concerning
the worth of things, big or
'little, depend on the feelings
the thinggs arouse in us. Where
we judge a thing to be precious
in conseqiuentgeis of otﬁ;a idea we
frame of is use
the idea i%self is asso%?)t%\é al-
ready with a feeling.”

Fr. Helsel's “A Reason for
the Decline in Church Attend-

ance, (8/18/71), may have over-
looked. this fact of life. Sound

judgments about such attend-

ance spring from pleasant feel-

ings. ’
John J. A. Overlander

Wimbledon Road
. Rochester

What About
Corning Aged?
Editor:

It was with great concern and
amazement that I read in the
Lourier-Journal (8-11-71) of the
beginning of construction of the
$9 million Heritage residence
in Rochester for the “well-
aged” of the diocese.

‘While I heartlly applaud such,
a project, I am wondering if
this facility will be made avail-
able to ALL the members of
the diocese or — will it be re-
stricted ONLY to residents of

" Monroe County.

Six years ago now, my family
and I were frying desperately
to locate a Catholic Home . for
our aged father whose health
and mind were being affected
quite severely. As a result, we
we unable to leave him in our
home alone — especially 'if we
were to be gone on an occpsion-
al over-nlght

He had always been a truly
loyal parishioner, a very devout
. Catholic and a daily communi-

cant.at the 7 am. Mass, There-

fore we were thrilled when
we thought of the possibilify of
his being admitted to St. Ann’s
Home because we knew that it
“would be his greatest joy to
live his remaining days in such
a spiritual atmosphere. .

However, following corre-
spondencé and telephone calls
with St. Ann's we were deeply
saddened to learn that they
could not accept him because
he did not live in Monroe
County. -

Shortly thereafter, I wrote to
the bishop, at the time Bishop
Fulton J. Sheem I requested
that before any additional
building program: of the diocese
‘be contemplated, that a very
thorough study be made of the
_smlar needs of the aged peo-
ple in the Southem Tier. His
kind reply 'said that he would

take all this into consideration.

" . Six years later, we are in an

extensive — and expensive — -

"building program for the aged
of the “Diocese of Rochester”
— but again, to. be located in
Rochester,

Will this beautiful new Heri-

tage residence be made avail-
able to ALL the members of
the diocese or again, will it
bé confined ONLY to the resi.
dents of Monroe County?

" Helen M. OMler

West Third Street
Corning

Quote |
Questioned

Editor:
The Aug. 18 Courier-Journal
quotes Father Bernard Haering

a8 saying “Christ never asks the
impossible,” in a context re-

gardmg divorce and remamaze.

In. or out of context, I. an--

" not helieve the quote is
Tate. .

Ituaoobvious thatl(yimd !
*doea ‘exactly’ that. He asks th.:“

!mpoaslble' we respond and

Mrs, neuyzteimu

Wednesday, September 1, 1971 -

Beyond the Stained Glass
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‘ oMETHING TO DO wn“H YOUR
T%ﬂhﬁeﬁpﬁ?&m‘ WITH THE TRAGIC DECLINE
IN AMERICAN KNOW-HOW.*

Q&A

Q. Ideas on sexual mota!ity are changing, Many
young people say “loving’concern for another person
makes the sexual act good”. What is correct Catholic doc-
trine on premarital intercourse, even though the couple
may be in love and engaged to be married?

A. Catholic moralists do not agree with the
view that the committed love of such persong makes the
act just as virtuous as it will be after the marriage cere-
mony. Premarital continence is commanded by God as a
safeguard of the sacredness of the marriage bond. The
Church takes its moral guidance on premarital sex from
God’s word as exp in such scriptural paSsages as
Galatians 5: 19~21,,Ephesmrw 5:3Gand I Corlnthiams 6 811,

The problem is that lovers cannot accept that these
storn words apply to their premarriage conduct. The-
theory of “situation ethics” has helped them believe that
circumstances — like mental attitudes, emotional stress,
reverence for each other — may keep their intimacies
from being morally wrong. They say that if this act shows

“ganuine love! there is no immorality.

But lovm'g conoern has to reach out to people beyond -
the embrace of two lovers: it has to consider the demands
of God, the roles they have in society, the possibly con-
ceived chlld their parents and their good names. It is so

difficult to dwtmgmsh the urgency of passion from the,

benevolence of love. Even though engaged to be married,
and presumed. by all to be validly in love, the couple does
not strictly have rights or privileges for the sexual act
until they speak vows to each other hefore God and

Adam’s Rib

.. “Whén Adam bit into the apple, you could tell it
was from the Tree of Knowledge. Adam looked at
the apple, turned to Eve. and said, ‘You call this

dinner?’ »
—From Robert Orben’s Encyclopedia of
One-Liner Comedy

USED OFFICE FURNITURE SALE

e 3 DESKS

¢ 3 FILING CABINETS
® 3 TABLES

® ASSORTED CHAIRS
® LARGE METAL SAFE

CALL
454-7050

Mt ADAMS

USED FURNITURE SALE
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