By ROBERT L. JOHNSTON |
mg tatl Welter, - ;
urg, Pi. — Inf'lxnga

petluon wl!h the US. Suprems |-

nt of -the !

- mrgume 1
Pennsylvania school Iaxd :case-—,

Lemont v X &omeys
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Pomfret, Conn, — (RNS) —
A national p toral council for
the Roman C tholic’ Church in
the U.S. is I'not feasible at

this time, ccording to. the
findings of a 15-member steer-
ing committee set up by the
bishops of this. Founu-y. .

Following 2 fourday cotifer-
ence here, the committee said,
however, that| “the desirability
of some structure.on a national
level is . evideniced by wide-
spread disillysion among. ele-
ments of the People of God
whose moral hns,,, in effect,

Ohio, chairman,
News Service -
that a full .report of the com-
mittee’s findings will be pro-
vided- to the %0-membeér Advis-
ory Council of the U.S. Catholic
Conference wl\en it meets Sept,

" 10 in Marrio ille, Md
He said the |council can then

decide what the next move on
a national pastoral council will
be. The coun¢il may instruct
the steering committee to go
zlzhead_ with a [full working pa-

res! sm thaﬁ zt§

, cnon in the
Pennsylvania e

nation” of the §W§' Al law)

schools. -

The petitioners called for a
“supplemental opinion” .to rec-
tify the “misconqeptxon” that
-the| decision was a final deter-
mmatlon on the cpnsutunonah-
ity of the law, which,they said

was not the question before
the|court. . - tln

At the same s, they ae-

le Now

. perion a pastorai council or
suspend its study. 1

Although admittmg t.hat the
committee’s findings do, not

favor a national pastoral coulIi
cil now, Msgr.- 0'Connor  sai

'the lentire report of his group

is “very posxtive" ebout setting
up some kmd of national level
body. ‘

‘In effect, ‘the . committee’s
statement noted “The Church’s
need to esta hsh a renewed

credibility wlith significant

‘numbers of her people lends

importance to:the process. and
structure of an instrument such
as a national pastoral council.”

Noting that a fully-developed
national pastoral council is not
a plausible alternative at this
time, the committee statement
sa:d however, that “from the
same study and consultation
this ‘committee judges as highly
desirable some structure on a
national level through- which
representatwe priests, religious
and laity can share with the
bishops in the decxsxon-makmg
process .

The committee statement

! with respect to: all nonpubhc :

“constituted-
a final nullification -and termi-
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reme Courf Rulmg C

cuged the court. not only of

. transgressing its own ‘prior rul-
ings by "setting .up an “ep-

{anglement (of zchumh and
and state) test”! which’ a

“suppressant of religious hber-

ty,” but. of suggrgstlng that it .

disapproves of “free- political
expression by rehg'xous groups,”

Attorneys for‘the ‘sever. non-
public schools involved in the
Lemon  case fee; the' court
-erred in equatmg the , Penn-

sylvania statute thh Rhode
Island’s. They sald the Rhode

Councll Seen
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went on to recommend strong-

ly the use of a “Vehicle,” pos- . |

sibly the USCC Advxsory Coun-
cil itself, to “serve as a work-
ing model for future develop-
ments of a structux:e that would

implement this shared-responsi-
bility on a natlonal Ievel.” :

Msgr. o’Connorl told RNS
that the steering comm.lttee re-
leased the statement because
“we  want to be open with our
work.” But he said he did not
want to -elaborate on the com-
mittee’s full report until the
Advisory Council has a chance

to read it.,

The handwnting appeared to
be on the wall earlier this

. month .when the National Coun-

cil of Catholic Women (NCCW)
released the findings of a sur-
vey among their members in-
dicating that only 10 per cent
of those polled favored 4 na-
tional body or pastoral council
at the present time, -

pral national Catholic agencies
ked by the steering commit-
Ese to gauge grassroots opinion
i -the question of a natmnal
pastoral councxl e

" Catholic schools in. one: ~diocese

IS]Hllﬂ law QHCOHIDHSSOS Oll]Y

‘while the’ Pennsylvama case in-

cludes .all| types of nonspublic -

schools, Cathohc Proteéstant,
Jewish, non-denominatipnal .

and priVate 4

In addmon, ‘they sald there
was- no trial in Pennsylvania,
with the hzgh court considering
only a “dlsml al* by a lower
federal court. He said the: dif-

ferénces in -the two cases were .
the "main legal point - contamed,,- <

in the new re-argument peti-

tion. cx
In the Iéndmar% June 28 de
ruled that -

Pennsylvamq and Rhode ‘Island i

cision, the Cour

laws prowdmg salary supple-
ments to- rteachers of . secular

were unconstitutional. |, The
court said the Pennsylvania

-out’ of the forum_

Y In tmL regard:,
ers said| -the -Court. ruled out
.any public disputes concermng

rellgmus_j questions, and they

~ “We know of i

. CUSSI n.”

statute, like that of Rhode I%

and, “gwes rise to enta.ngle- o
:ments between church and

state” because of the Yyery re- I’

strictions and surveillance nec-

essary to ensure that teachers .
play a stnctly non-ideological -

role

The pet:ltaoners characterized .

the court’s determination .of en-

kanglement a8 “puré guess
work” that plainly calls for re-

_consideration. They added that

the test's application, can only,
depend upon “completely 'sub-
Jective factors . . . not remotely
related -to any known pnnclpal
of law.” \

The
proach, the r&tmoners said
further, “presents all the vices
of arbltrary and discriminatory
government action which the
court has deplored for other
branches of government, in- -
cluding the vices of vagueness,
overbreadth, and dragnet classx-

-ficati »
" The NCCW was one of sev- . Heations.

The petltion also asked . the
Court to remove, via supple-
mental opinjon, “the.suggested
disapproval of free political -ex-
pression by religious groups.”

“entanglemen ? ap- -

Vatican has flatly

Hegds < A{ der

Father Eugene

SsJ., has become the first
black vicar general of a Ro-
man Catholic reli order

in the U.S. He was jelected to -

the post by the te Fa-
_thers, a’communi fonnde‘gl .
to serve black peoppe.* Father
Marino, 37, is a tive of
Biloxi, Miss, He will |serve a
four-year term. (RN )

NO POLAND ISI'l‘

Vatican City- (R. S) ~— The
enied re-

newed reports in the Italian
press that Pope Paul VI is plan-

ning to v151t Poland soon. o
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fr-eedom is...

The ability to respond .

‘ fthe petmon- -

prior opin.
‘of the Su- \

uld 'be ?kep‘ti

?Marlno, :
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‘The ability of. odmmlslruhon to respond to the needs of Students

. The nbilny of students to respond to - others’ and: become in-_
volved in life around them ‘

The ability of students io respond to educotlon in_ both hooks -

. -and life

The ability of students fo respond to themseives cmd dast away

. conformily and become individuals: :
- Freedom 'is mponsiblllly ... At St Francts Prep we deal in free- .

dom, the freedom of mponsibulny : 1 E
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- SAINT FRANCIS PREPARATORY SCHOOI.) :

Spring Grove, Penna. 17362 (717) 225-4737 ‘
:* Rev, Edmund Carmoll, T.OR., Hoodmosh; .

e Colloge?mp Grades 9-12 & P<G. . ¢ P
- * For furﬂnr information, contact the school or: ' ’
Mrs! George Thomson - ; . T

174 Highledge - Drive P

Ponﬁold N.Y. (7‘!6) 586-8050
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